: Algerian militant leader killed 

ALGIERS (_AFP) — Algerian authorities dealt a major blow to 
extremists this weekend by killing one of their most radical leaders, 
tl Al Afghani, and nine of his followers. Afghani. 29, who heads 

the Armed Islamic Group (GlA). and his followers were killed 
baturday as they were holding a meeting in a house on the outskirts of 
Algiers, security officials said Sunday. They said the fundamentalist 
“® r . who adopted a nom de guerre but whose real name was 
Mourad Si Ahmad, and his men were shot down after they opened fire 
on police officers who had surrounded the house. The deaths came 
amid a new outbreak of violence here in the last two weeks, marked by 
killing of 12 security officers. 14 civilians, and 60 fundamentalists. 
Various schools, government buildings and public places have also 
been set on fire. Afghani's death followed last Wednesday's killing by 
security forces of another fundamentalist leader. Toufik Hattab. who 
was charged with taking part in the assassination of former Prime 
I Minister Kaski Merbah and the former head of Algerian television, 
i Mustapha Abada. 
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King, Assad discuss peace talks 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein and Syrian President 
Hafez AI Assad discussed rhe Hebron mosque massacre r by telephone 
and its implications for the Middle East peace process, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra said Sunday. The two leadens swapped views on 
Saturday night on "the brutal aggression against Palestinian worship- 
pers in Hebron" and “the extent of Israel's seriousness" regarding the 
peace process, officials said. Jordan and Syria have strongly conde- 
mned the killing of dozens of Palestinians at a mosque in Hebron on 
Friday. Damascus said brad bore direct or indirect responsibility for 
the attack. Petra, said King Hussein made the telephone call to 
President Assad, during which the two leaders exchanged “views on 
regional and international issues of mutual concern'* and “discussed 
the latest developments in the region and the massacre of Palestinian 
worshippers in the Ibrahimi mosque in Hebron Friday morning." 
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Bomb blast in Lebanon 
church claims 9 lives 

Lebanese leaders accuse Israel of masterminding 
attack to divert attention from Hebron massacre 


JOUNIEH, Lebanon (Agen- 
cies) — A bomb exploded in 
front of the altar as worship- 
pers took communion in a 
crowded Maronite Catholic 
church Sunday, killing at least 
nine people and injuring more 
than 30. police arid witnesses 
said. 

Survivors said pools of blood 
covered the floor of the Notre 
Dame de la Delivrance 
Church, among the biggest 
churches in this port city and 
surrounding towns north of 
Beirut that form the Christian 
heartland. 

The bombing marked a 
further setback in efforts by 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri's 
government to enforce law and 
order after the 1975-1990 civil 
war. 

I An AP reporter, who was in 
the congregation, saw the 
bomb go off as hundreds of 
worshippers lined up before 
the altar table to take com- 

m union at the morning mass. 

People screamed as icons fell 
off the wall, benches broke 
into pieces, and pages from 
shredded Bibles fluttered 
through the hall. A television 


station showed Red Cross 
workers evacuating bodies co- 
vered with blood-stained 
blankets. 

A four-year-old girl was 
among the dead. The priest 
who led prayers, Father 
Antoine Sfeir. was among the 
wounded. 

Lebanese troops sealed off 
the area as hundreds of 
onlookers jammed the nearby 
coastal highway to watch res- 
cue operations. Christian 
radios and television stations 
interrupted programming to 
flash reports of the blast. 

Interior Minister Bishara 
Merhej told reporters on the 
scene that four bombs planted 
in the church organ were dis- 
mantled after the blast. 

“This saved the congrega- 
tion from an even worse mas- 
sacre,” said Mr. Merhej, a 
Greek Orthodox Christian. 

Police invesigators said the 
bomb that exploded consisted 
of a series of charges hidden 
near the front pew. 

Lebanon's police chief. Bri- 
gadier General Rafik Hassan, 

(Continued on page 5) 


King: Church bomber, mosque 
killer had same evil mind 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein denounced a 
bombing that killed nine wor- 
shippers Sunday in a Lebanese 
church, saying the bomber had 
the same evil mind as the 
Jewish settler who killed at 
least 60 worshippers at a Heb- 
ron mosque. 

The King sent a telegram to 
Lebanese President Elias Hra- 
wi to convey his “deep sorrow” 
and anger over the bombing, 
the Jordanian news agency, 
Petra, repotted. 

The worshippers were “kil- 
led by a criminal mind whose 
evil intentions were not diffe- 
rent from the one who perpe- 
trated the Hebron massacre,” 
the King said. 

The King also phoned Presi- 
dent Hrawi to offer condo- 
lences. 

U.S. condemnation 

U.S. President Bill Clinton cal- 


led the deadly explosion in 
Lebanese church “an outrage 
against faith and humanity,” 
and said the perpetrators hope 
to scuttle plans for peace in the 
region. 

Mr. Clinton drew a connec- 
tion between the bombing and 
the Hebron massacre. 

“Just as Friday’s massacre in 
a Hebron mosque was aimed at 
the peace process, this bomb 
attack seems clearly aimed at 
Lebanon's reconciliaton pro- 
cess,” Mr. Clinton said in a 
statement from the White 
House. “The extremists have a 
common purpose: To promote 
division, strife and war. they 
must and will not be allowed to 
succeed.” 

“The killing of people at 
prayer is an outrage against 
faith and humanity,” Mr. Clin- 
ton said. “I call on men and 
women of all faiths to unite in 
opposition to the forces of dark 
hatred.” 


‘Israeli troops opened U.S. objection holds up 
fire outside mosque 9 U.N. move on massacre 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Three Israeli soldiers fired in 
the air at the Tomb of the 
Patriarchs but it was a lone 
settler who carried out the 
Hebron mosque massacre, 
according to the first army 
report revealed Sunday. 

Killer Baruch Goldstein 
used four or five dips on his 
galil automatic rifle and fired 
118 bullets inside the Ibrahimi 
Mosque. Israel Radio quoted 
the report as saying. 

According to ballistics ex- 
perts all tbe worshippers were 
killed by tbe same weapon. 
The report did not give a death 
toll, but doctors said that at 
least 60 were slain in the mos- 
que. Israel Radio put the fi- 
gure ar 52 on Sunday. 

Three soldiers were inside 
the tomb complex and two 
others outside when the shoot- 
ing began, said the report 
made by an unnamed army 
officer on behalf of the military 
command for the central re- 
gion, which covers the West 
Bank. 

The report said: Three bor- 
der policemen arrived for duty 
20 minutes late, five minutes 


after the carnage. An army 
major in charge was asleep in a 
nearby military facility as was 
his deputy. 

Goldstein arrived dressed in 
his army major's uniform be- 
tween 5.15 a.m. and 5:20 a.m. 
(0315 and 0320 GMT). 

He told one of the soldiers 
on duty that he was doing 
reserve service and walked 
through into the prayer hall 
with bullet clips in his pocket. 

A soldier back at the entr- 
ance heard shooting but could 
not get through the crowd 
pouring out, carrying dead and 
wounded, the report said. 

He tried to get in through 
other doors, but failed. 

After several minutes, he 
finally managed to work his 
way into the hall where the 
massacre took place and Gold- 
stein was already dead. 

Two other soldiers at the 
western gate, outside the mos- 
que. did not realise what had 
happened and when they saw 
Palestinians running away they 
fired seven rounds in the roof 
of the tomb. 

(Continued on page 5) 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — The United States and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) failed to agree 
Saturday night on the wording 
of a Security Council resolu- 
tion condemning the mosque 
massacre in the occupied West 
Bank. 

The Security Council, which 
had planned to adopt a resolu- 
tion of condemnation, ad- 
journed without setting a new 
date for a meeting. 

Western and Middle Eastern 
diplomats said the problems 
involved two issues: Calls for 
temporary international pro- 
tection of Palestinians — re- 
jected by Israel — and the 
reference to Jerusalem as an 
occupied territory. 

Israeli officials have blamed 
the massacre Friday in Hebron 
on a lone Jewish settler bent on 
sabotaging the recent peace 
agreement between Israel and 
the PLO. But the PLO says 
more than one gunman was 
involved and blames the Israeli 
government for not providing 
adequate security. 

The PLO wants Israel to 


disarm the Jewish settlers. It 
reminded U.N. members that 
the Security Council for years 
has considered Israel's occupa- 
tion of and settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
illegal. 

The diplomats, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the Palestinians refused to de- 
lete references in a draft re- 
solution to Jerusalem as an 
occupied territory and to a 
possible deployment of foreign 
peacekeepers to protect 
Palestinians. 

A French draft resolution 
urges measures to guarantee 
the safety and protection of 
Palestinian civilians in the 
occupied Palestinian territor- 
ies, “including temporary in- 
ternational or foreign pre- 
sence.” 

But Western diplomats, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said that calls for 
an international military pre- 
sence would be rejected, since 
it is opposed by at least two of 
the five countries with veto 
power: the United States and 
Britain. 


Jordan has no ambitions in W. Bank 

King reminds deputies of urgent but neglected 
problems, urges them to shoulder responsibilities 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In an 
address to the deputies Satur- 
day, His Majesty King Hus- 
sein stressed that Jordan had 
no ‘"ambitions or aims” in the 
Israeli-occupied territories 
and called on the Lower 
House of Parliament to rise 
to its responsibilities in tack- 
ling and debating public 
-issues. 

In his address, whose full 
text was released after the 
Jordan Times’ press time late 
in the evening, the King com- 
mented on calls made by 
some deputies to withdraw 
from the Arab-Israeli peace 
negotiations and on the way 
Parliament handled or 
ignored issues of interest to 
Jordan and the public. 

The following are major 
excerpts from the King's 
speech at the iftar, which, 
other than the deputies, was 
attended by His Royal High- 


ness Crown Prince Hassan, 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Abdullah Ben AI Hus- 
sein, Prince Talal Ben 
Mohammad and Prince Gha- 
zi Ben Mohammad, Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam AI 
Majali, Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
the King’s advisors. 

“I found it fit after this 
period in the life of the Low- 
er House of Parliament and 
its shouldering of its responsi- 
bilities... to meet my brothers 
and to talk about some of the 
problems facing us in a 
brotherly manner within the 
framework of the family to 
which we belong and out of 
our keenness to perform our 
duty in the best manner so as 
to have a dear conscience... 

“When we planned this 
meeting in this holy month 
and this blessed evening, we 
never imagined that it would 








follow one of the ugliest 
crimes the world witnessed, a 
crime that was committed at 
yesterday's dawn in the holy 
Ibrahimi Mosque where a 


large number of our brothers, 
family and beloved ones were 
killed while many others 
were wounded. Those who 
were killed are destined to 
join other martyrs in 
heaven... and who amongst 
us does not wish to die for 
God's sake? 

“We support every mother 
or father who lost a martyr. 
We back every brother who 
lost his brother. We are with 
every human being in Heb- 
ron, with the wounded, with 
our family. We are with 
them...” 

“We have no ambitions, 
aims or designs but to see the 
(Palestinian) people 
sovereign masters on their 
land and on their national 
soil. 

“In view of what happened 
we will do what we can to 

(Continued on page 5) 





SPREADING PROTESTS: An Arab beats up a poUcanan in 
Nazareth with his own stick as another holds his gun after police 
entered the residence of the mayor of the city dnring protests that 


erupted Saturday (see story below) following Friday’s massacre of 
more than 60 Palestinians at a Hebron mosque (AFP photo) - 


Israel orders ‘crackdown’ on 
settlers; Arafat dismisses move 


Combined agency dispatches 

THE PALESTINE Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) . said Sun- 
day Israel had not done 
enough to curb militant Jewish 
settlers after tbe Hebron mos- 
que massacre. PLO Charman 
Yasser Arafat dismissed mea- 
sures announced on Sunday as 
empty and hollow. 

The PLO, which received a 
formal invitation from the Un- 
ited States on Saturday to 
attend Washington talks with 
Israel, said the Jewish state 
must do more to enable peace 
talks to continue. 

“The Israeli government's 


decisions were empty, hollow 
and lack the basis to deal with 
such a grave incident (the Heb- 
. ron massacre) that took place 
two days ago,” Mr. Arafat 
said. 

“We were not expecting bet- 
ter than this because the Israeli 
government did not tackle the 
issue of Israeli array involve- 
ment nor provided the basis of 
international protection for the 
Palestinian people, the issues 
that are very essential for a 
successful end of the peace 
process,” he added. 

Israel, reacting to world out- 
rage at Friday's Hebron mas- 
sacre of at least 60 Palestinians 


by a Jewish settler, said it 
would disarm, detain or res- 
trict the movement of extrem- 
ist settlers in the occupied ter- 
ritoriesr- - 

It would also free 800 to 

1.000 Palestinian prisoners in 
an effort to calm Arab anger 
and save its stalled peace talks 
with the PLO. 

Environment Minister Yossi 
Sarid, announcing the “unpre- 
cedented” Israeli actions, said 
authorities were studying the 
legal position on banning ex- 
tremist factions. 

The Palestinians have been 
demanding the removal of the 

120.000 settlers in the occupied 


West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Earlier, the army sealed off 
tbe occupied zones with a 
population of one million 
Palestinians for an indefinite 
period. 

The military said the opera- 
tion launched late Saturday 
was to prevent Arab attacks in 
Israel mid anti-Arab attacks by 
Israelis. But it blocked 80,000 
Palestinians from their jobs in 
the Jewish state. 

Mr. Sarid said the 14-m3n 
cabinet voted unanimously 
that some exremists “will be 
forced to disarm.” 

(Continued on page 51 


Soldiers kill bedouin, first 
Arab-Israeli to die in revolt 


House rejects move to 
allow eviction of tenants 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Police shot dead 
a 22- year-old Bedouin on Sun- 
day. his relatives said, the first 
Israeli-Arab to be killed by 
Israeli bullets since the intifada 
erupted six years ago. 

Another 10 bedouins were 
injured, three seriously, while 
15 were arrested as hundreds 
protested against Friday's kill- 
ing by a Jewish senler of at 
least 60 Muslims in a Hebron 
mosque. Palestinian sources 
said. 

Seven policemen were in- 
jured by rocks thrown by the 
demonstrators at Rahat in tbe 
desert of southern Israel. 

The dead man. whose full 
name was not released, died en 
route to hospital. 

Witnesses said police 
opened fire with bullets first 


and only later used tear-gas to 
disperse the angry crowd. 

Bedouins serve in the Israeli 
army. 

in Hebron, hundreds of 
Palestinian youths, ignoring a 
curfew and a visit by Israel’s 
president, spilled into the 
streets to protest against Fri- 
day's mosque massacre. 

The army sbot and wounded 
12 of them. 

A delegation of Israeli Arab 
politicians visited and led a 
march to protest at the slaugh- 
ter by Jewish settler Baruch 
Goldstein. 

The massacre sparked the 
worst day of violence in Israel's 
27-year occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Witnesses said about 2.000 

(Continued on page 5) 


Cairo police battle 
massacre protesters 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyp- 
tian police fired tear-gas to 
contain a demonstration Sun- 
day by Cairo University stu- 
dents outraged by the massacre 
at a West Bank mosque. 
Dozens of people were hurt, 
witnesses said. 

Protestors also took to the 
streets of Amman, Baghdad 
and Tripoli at the weekend to 
demand revenge for the mas- 
sacre, an end to the Middle 
East peace talks and tire down- 
fall of Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat. 

The dashes in the Egyptian 
capital broke out after police 
fired tear-gas to prevent the 
students from leaving Cairo 
University, prompting tbe pro- 
testers to hit back with stones. 

A pamphlet distributed by 
Muslim fundamentalist stu- 
dents here denounced Friday's 


massacre of at least 60 wor- 
shippers by a Jewish settler at a 
mosque in the West Bank town 
of Hebron. 

Some 4,000 students also de- 
monstrated peacefully at ’Ain 
Shams University in northern 
Cairo. 

Almost 10,000 students de- 
monstrated at Cairo University 
on Saturday. 

Egypt meanwhile tightened 
security in Cairo around the 
Israeli embassy, synagogues 
and diplomats’ homes for fear 
of attacks to avenge Friday’s 
mosque massacre. 

Security sources and witnes- 
ses said police erected more 
roadblocks on- streets leading 
to the Israeli embassy. The 
number of policemen was in- 
creased around the Israeli 


(Continued on page 3) 


By Ayman AI Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament Sunday 
reaffirmed the tenant's legal 
right to remain in their rented 
properties after leases expire 
despite opposition from many 
deputies who said contracts 
should govern the relationship 
between tenants and landlords. 

Tbe majority of lawmakers 
voted against amending article 
five item (a) of a draft tempor- 
ary tenancy law which stipu- 
lates that tenants can remain in 
their rented properties despite 
time limits agreed upon in the 
lease. 

The vote came at the end of 
a heated debate that extended 
over two sessions in which de- 
puties in favour of the article 
warned that amending it could 
cause social upheavals. 

“Amending tbe article 
(allowing the eviction of 
tenants at the end of the lease) 
would cause a social upheaval 
that can threaten our security 
and stability,” said Deputy 
Abdul Karim AI Dughmi, rap- 
porteur of the judiciary com- 
mittee which recommended 
the house approve article five 
as presented by the govern- 
ment. 

Minister of State for Par- 
liamentary and Legal Affairs 
Khaled AI Zoubi said that this 


article of the draft law, which 
has been in effect as a tempor- 
ary law since 1982, “created 
some sort of stability and is one 
of the legal items that create a 
balance between Tenants and 
landords.” 

The House voted down over . 
10 bids to amend the draft law 
— ranging from cancelling it 
completely to demands for dif- 
ferentiating between residen- 
tial and commercial properties. 

Deputy Ail Abu Ragheb 
said the draft legislation should 
not be applied to properties 
rented for commercial reasons, 
demanding that landlords be 
1 able to retain such properties 
at the end of die leases. 

Calling for_a_baianced leg- 
islation that would guarantee 
the rights of tenants and land- 
lords, Mr. Abul Ragheb 
pointed out that the govern- 
ment had not applied its right 
to raise rents in correspond- 
ence with inflation since 1989. 

But Deputy Abdul Raouf AI 
Rawabdeh argued that tenants 
should not be evicted from 
properties they rent for com- 
mercial purposes at the end of 
the lease because businesses 
would suffer from such a leg- 
islation. 

He argued that it takes years 
for a business to develop a 
reputation and tenants invest 

(Continued on page 5) 


Arab Bank donates JD 100,000 to 
families of Hebron martyrs 

Mr. Khalid Shoman, deputy chairman of the Arab Bank, told 
news agencies today that Arab Bank has decided to donate 
JD 100,000 to the families of the Palestinians killed by the 
Israelis in Friday’s massacre at the Ibrahimi Mosque in 
Hebron. 

This was seen as a determined gesture by the Jordanians to 
come to the aid of their Palestinian brothers in the occupied 
territories whenever necessary. 
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PLO wants concessions 
from Israel before talks 


By John West 

fleurer 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) is under 
intense pressure to prove the 
worth of the peace process to 
Palestinians after the Hebron 
massacre and needs to wring 
concessions from Israel be- 
fore returning to talks. 
Palestinian officials say. 

But the Israeli govern- 
ment. while keen to resume 
talks, is showing every sign of 
standing firm against PLO 
demands for the disarming nf 

Jewish settlers and interna- 
tional protection for Palesti- 
nians in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

"They (the Israelis) are 
killing the peace process. In 
order to reach the Palestinian 
people now and persuade 
them about negotiations, we 
need to show them big 
changes from Israel,’* said 
Faisal A1 Husseini, PLO 
leader of the West Bank. 

“What happened is abso- 
lutely outrageous. The out- 
rage is that even with a mas- 
sacre of its size people talk of 
business as usual, ” Nabil 
Shaath, head of the PLO 
.negotiating team with Israel, 
told Reuters in Cairo. "We 
have to wait for measures by. 
the United States, the United 
Nations and by Israel before 
resuming the peace talks." 

"If the U.S. thinks we will 
go to Washington and do 
business as usual, succumb- 
ing to pressures and making 
concessions, it is mistaken," 
said another PLO official 


who declined to be named. 

PLO officials have issued a 
string of demand since a Jew- 
ish settler slaughtered at least 
60 Palestinians praying in a 
mosque in Hebron on Friday, 
sparking the worst day of 
violence in Israel’s 27-year 
occupation of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Israeli leaders condemned 
the massacre and dismissed it 
as the work of a lone lunatic. 

But PLO leaders see the 
carnage as symptomatic of 
Israel's prolonged military 
occupation and civilian settle- 
ment of Arab land seized in 
the 1967 war. 


Officials said the PLO has 
agreed in principle to accept 
President Bill Clinton's in- 
vitation to switch peace talks 
there. But they went on to 
insist that a final decision 
would depend on an 
emergency meeting in Tunis 
of PLO leaders and nego- 
tiators recalled from 
Washington. Paris and Cairo. 

Palestinian officials said 
the next few days could see 
an intense diplomatic stand- 
off between the PLO and 
Israel. 


ANALYSIS 


They say they now need 
tangible benefits, such as dis- 
arming settlers or releasing 
Palestinian prisoners, to 
stand any chance of wooing 
outraged Palestinians back to 
the peace process. 

"This has to be dealt with 
squarely by Israel, the U.N. 
and the U.S. the Israelis have 
to start with immediate dis- 
armament of the settlers and 
immediate protection mea- 
sures to protect the Palesti- 
nians," Dr. Shaath said. 

As clashes broke out across 
the outside territories on 
Saturday, killing two Palesti- 
nians and wounding at least 
16, PLO leaders struggled to 
harmonise their response to 
an American invitation to re- 
sume peace talks in 
Washington. 


Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's government is con- 
cerned the PLO will try to 
use the Hebron massacre to 
introduce pre-conditions for 
resuming the peace talks. 

“There is no doubt that at 
this stage we must save the 
negotiations." Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres told Israel 
Radio. 

But he rejected an interna- 
tional presence in the terri- 
tories. His deputy. Yossi 
Beilin, spumed the call for 
Israel to disarm settlers as a 
condition for resuming talks. 

Some Palestinian leaders 
are nor expected to arrive in 
Tunis until Sunday, meaning 
a PLO decision on the Gin- 
ton proposal might be de- 
layed until Monday. 

PLO credibility, already 
weakened by a two-month 
delay in implementing Israeli 
withdrawal from Gaza and 
Jericho as the first stage of 
the agreement they signed 
last year, is under siege both 
from Palestinian politicians 
and public opinion. 


An Israeli Arab woman struggles with poticemen during protests in Nazareth on Saturday 
(AFP photo) 


Clinton names Crocker 
ambassador to Kuwait 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
U.S. President Bill Clinton has 
announced his intention to 
nominate Ryan Gark Crocker, 
the former ambassador to 
Lebanon, to be the next U.S. 
ambassador to Kuwait. 

The following is the text of 
the While House announce- 
ment: 

President Clinton today 
announced his intention to 
nominate Ryan Gark Crocker, 
a career member of the foreign 
service and formerly director 
of the Iraq-Kuwait task force, 
to be ambassador to Kuwait. 

"Ryan Gark Crocker has 
led a distinguished career in 


the foreign service and has a 
keen understanding of the 
issues facing Kuwait and the 
rest of the Middle East," the 
president said. “He is well- 
qualified to serve as our coun- 
try’s ambassador to Kuwait 
and I am pleased he has agreed 
to accept this new assign- 
ment.” 


Israeli 

killer 


eulogised 
as hero 


Following the Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait in August 1990, Mr. 
Crocker became the director of 
the Iraq-Kuwait task force. In 
November of 1990, he was 
sworn in as ambassador to 
Lebanon and served in that 
position until August 1993. 


Rami and Gal — two victims of a long struggle 


AL BIREH, Occupied West Bank — Rami Ghazawi loved 
pigeons and poetry. After school, he would sit in the brick 
coop he had built in his back yard, talk to the birds and let 
them pick kernels of grain from his hand. 

“I’m like you, white pigeon, but I’d like to fly,” he scribbled 
in the back of his physics notebook. 

When Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) signed their historic agreement Sept. 13, the 10th 
grader and friends from the PLO youth movement Shabibeh 
drove to the West Bank town of Jericho, the future seat of 
autonomy, to cheer and raise Palestinian flags. 

“He wanted to express his happiness over a new era,” 
Rami’s father, Izzat, a peace activist and novelist, said in his 
glass-enclosed study overlooking the pigeon coop. 

Rami will not see the changes. He was killed by army 
gunfire on Nov. 16, three days after his 16th birthday. 

At 7:50 a.m., soldiers approached Rami's high school on a 
boulder-strewn hfll in A1 Bireh, across a ravine from the 
Jewish settlement of Psagot. 

Students threw stones at the soldiers, who fired into the 
school yard, hitting 16-year-old Ehab Tariff in the leg. the 
elder Ghazawi said. Rami was shot in the stomach as he and 
two classmates carried Ehab. Rami died at Ramallah hospital 
later that day. 

For most. Rami became just another statistic. He was one of 
64 Palestinians who had been killed since the Israel-PLO pact 
was signed and one of 243 aged 16 or under lulled by Israelis 
during the six-year uprising against the occupation. 

But Rami’s death touched a nerve. 

“I want to embrace you and sit and cry with you," Israeli 
author David Grossman wrote Rami’s father. “What a 
dreadful place is it that we live in. A child at the peak of his 
blossom is shot in his school yard. As an Israeli. I’m ashamed 
today.” 

Grossman knew Ghazawi from a circle of Israeli and 
Palestinian authors who would meet occasionally to talk about 
literature and the conflict. 

Grossman and two other Israeli authors joined a petition by 
Ghazawi. asking Israel's supreme court to order military 
police to speed the investigation of Rami's death, including 
allegations that soldiers had delayed Rami’s evacuation to the 
hospital. 

The army acknowledged that investigators had questioned 
only soldiers. Oik Palestinian approached by military police 
refused to talk, the army said. 

Rami was 12 when bis father was jailed in February 1989 as 
one of the intellectuals behind the uprising. For the next 27 
months. Rami often visited him at Ashkelon prison. 

There, the elder Ghazawi began writing “Point of Depar- 
ture,” a novel about the search for the human side of the 
enemy, and often read exerpts to Rami. 

“I wanted to say, ‘let's go for peace’,” said Ghazawi, who 
wore a black-and-white checked scarf, a symbol of Palestinian 
nationalism, draped over his brown suede jacket. 

Ghazawi now teaches English literature at the Bir Zeit 
University in the West Bank. He said his son's death has not 
changed his convictions: ‘T still believe that peace is our fate." 


By Karin Laub 

The Associated Press 


SUCH DRAMATIC acts of 
violates as the massacre at 
the Ibrahimi Mosque in Heb- 
ron seize the world’s atten- 
tion, but killing is nothing 
new in the Israefi-occupted 
territories and South Leba- 
non. 

Still, on both sides, hopes 
for peace survive through the 
tears. 

Rami Ghazawi and Gal 
Levinson had lives of great 
promise and shared a belief in 
the need for peace. Each 
nonetheless fought for his 
cause and died in the battle 
while trying to save com- 
rades. 

Rami, 16, was a budding 
activist in the West Bank 
town of A1 Bireh, son of an 
mtcBcrtnal at the forefroht of 
the Palestinian uprising. His 
father remains co mmitted to 
peace and has been joined by 1 
prominent Israelis in seeking 
a coart order to force greater 
accountability by the army. 

Gal, 20-year-old son of an 
Israeli banker, was raised in a 
wealthy Tel Aviv suburb and 
served in an elite para troop 
unit even though he ques- 
tioned Israel’s occupation of 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

His death along with three 
other soldiers took prece- 
dence over news of peace talks 
for days and prompted calls 
for an all-out campaign 
against guerrillas in Lebanon. 
Israel held back, and despite 
their loss. Gal’s parents be- 
lieve peace will be achieved. 


RAMAT HASHARON, Israel — David Levinson began 
praying for a quick settlement with the Arabs when his eldest 
son. Gal, was drafted in November 1991 and sent to South 
Lebanon. 

But talks with Lebanon and Syria remained deadlocked, 
and Gal, 20, was killed Feb. 7 in an ambush by Hizbollah, 
along with three other soldiers. 

“I still believe that we will see a solution eventually. 
Unfortunately, we paid a huge price before it was reached," 
said Levinson, a 48-year-old bank executive, in the kitchen of 
his spacious home in this wealthy suburb of Tel Aviv. 

Snapshots of Gal Levinson were spread on the kitchen 
table. With his carrot-coloured hair and freckled face, he 
stood out everywhere. In one picture, his paratroop unit stood 
at attention in any army ceremony, backs to the camera. Only 
Gal turned towards the photographer, a big grin on his face. 

Gal's mother, Malka, said her son was a good but reluctant 
soldier. “He asked himself, ‘what are we doing in the 
territories? What are we doing in Lebanon’?" said Mrs. 
Levinson. 48, eyes puffy from crying. 

When Gal came home for weekend leave, the first thing he 
would do was put a gold earring in his left lobe and go to his 
upstairs room to practice bass guitar, his mother recalled. Gal 
and his 15-year-old brother, Udi, would play along with rock 
tapes, such as Pink Floyd's “Dark Side of the Moon." 

Gal had planned to do odd jobs after the army to raise 
money for a trip to South America. He served as his unit’s 
medic, and was considering studying medicine when the 
journey was over. 

On Feb. 7, patrolling near the village of Sojod in Israel’s 
buffer zone in South Lebanon, his unit was ambushed by a 
Hizbollah squad firing rocket-propelled grenades and machine 
guns. 

After the initial attack. Gal jumped from rhe safety of his 
armoured vehicle to treat a wounded soldier, Levinson said. 
Running towards the wounded man. Gal was shot in the foot, 
but kept going. While trying to bandage the soldier, Gal was 
shot in the arm. By the time a backup team arrived, he had lost 
too much blood and died at a nearby army base. 

The deaths of the four soldiers pushed aside news of a 
breakthrough in Israel-PLO talks in Cairo and prompted 
speculation that Israel would launch a major retaliatory strike 
or break off talks with Syria. In the end, Israel held back and 
the talks continue. 


“It gives us great pride to know that he did whar he thought 
was the right thing to do." Levinson said. “However, it 
doesn’t ease the pain or the grief.” 

Udi, long straight hair falling over his face, popped into the 
kitchen a few times for a snack, but said he did not want to talk 
about his older brother. Later, the sounds of him practicing 
guitar drifted from upstairs. 

Levinson said he could not bear to think about the day three 
years from now when Udi would be drafted. 

His wife disagreed: “I think perhaps we will be at peace by 
then, so he won't have to do service in Lebanon,” she said. “I 
just hope so.” 


TEL AVIV (R) — "One mil- 
lion Arabs are not worth a 
Jewish fingernail,” said a rabbi 
eulogising Baruch Goldstein, 
the Jewish settler who mas- 
sacred at least 60 Palestinians 
in a Hebron mosque in the 
occupied West Bank on Fri- 
day. 

Some 300 people turned up 
at a funeral home in Jerusalem 
to pay their last respects to 
Goldstein, the U.S.-born set- 
tler. who sprayed kneeling 
worshippers with gunfire be- 
fore they beat him to death or 
he killed himself. 

The attack shocked Arabs 
and Jews. But like-minded 
people at his funeral hailed 
him as something of a hero, 
sprinkled throughout the 
crowd were Israeli inen 
shouldering Uzi submachine 
guns. 

One man shouted: “We are 
all Goldstein.” Others stoned a 
camera crew trying tp film the 
event, calling them “Nazis*’ 
and shouting "slaughter the 
journalists.” 

Goldstein's body was taken 
by ambulance along the 40- 
kiiometre stretch to a spot near 
Hebron for burial. 

Jewish settlers said Gold- 
stein would be buried in a 
temporary grave in the militant 
Jewish settlement of Kiryat 
Arba where be lived. 

Later, after tensions died 
down, he would be moved to 
the Jewish cemetery in Heb- 
ron. 

The funeral took place on a 
day when Jews in Jerusalem 
traditionally wear costumes in 
celebration of the festival 
Purim. One boy wore a guerril- 
la suit to the ftuieral. A man in 
a black frock coat wore a black 
cowboy hat. 

Goldstein, 42, was a physi- 
cian born in Brooklyn who 
grew up in a religious home. In 
a reference to bis medical 
training, another speaker said: 
“The people of Israel are 
sick... he showed us the cure.” 

In Israel, Goldstein became 
a member of murdered anti- 
Arab Rabbi Meir Kahane's 
Kach Party. 

Friends of Goldstein in 
Kiryat Arba. the Jewish settle- 
ment where he lived on the 
outskirts of Hebron, said he 
was acting along in revenge for*- 
Arab attacks against Jews. 

But Palestinians, holding 
wakes in the occupied West 
Bank city on Saturday for the* 
victims, discounted the idea 
that the attack was the work of 
a lone gunman and insisted 
others had helped, him. 
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Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 10. Aqaba 20 Humidity readings: 
Amman 69 per cent. Aqaba 40 per 
cent. 
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Winds will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF ~F 


Gunmen kill brother of top PLO officer i] 


SIDON (R) — Unidentified gunmen killed the brother of a 
senior Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) intelligence 
officer in the city of Sidon in South Lebanon on Saturday, 
security sources said. The attackers opened fire with sub- 
machine guns from a speeding car at Sodqi Farhoud, 50, and 
his son Adham, 22, as they drove in the port city of Sidon. 
Farhoud, the brother of the PLO’s main Fateh .group 
intelligence chief in the Sidon area, Lieutenant-Colonel AK 
Farhoud, died instantly. His son was lightly wounded and-was 
able to drive the car to a nearby hospital. Farhoud is also a 
junior Fateh intelligence officer and a school teacher. There 
was no immediate claim of responsibility from any group but 
the killing was believed to be part of an inter-Palestinian 
power struggle, the sources said. 


Kuwait: Rights report based on imagination 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti Interior Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al 
Hamoud Al Sabah was quoted on Sunday as saying that a 
critical report by Amnesty International was based on “sick 
imagination.” Sheikh Ahmad... stressed that what the Amnes- 
ty International report said in this regard has no base of truth 
and that it has been knitted by sick imagination," A! Anbaa 
newspaper said. The London-based Amnesty International 
accused Kuwait on Thursday of committing “serious human 
rights violations” in the three years since the 1991 Gulf war 
ended the Iraqi occupation. Amnesty, reiterating accusations 
by other rights groups, said that following the withdrawal of 
Iraq troops, Kuwaiti armed forces, police and armed civilians 
were responsible for widespread human rights violations. 
Kuwaiti officials say abuses stopped once the govern ment-in- 
exile returned and reasserted control in April 1991. 


U.S. Navy warship rescues dolphin 


BAHRAIN (AP) A U.S. Navy warship has rescued a 
dolphin trapped in a fishing net in the Gulf waters. Navy 
Spokesman Bruce Cole said helicopters from the USS Cal- 
laghan, a guided missile destroyer, spotted the entrapped 
mammal while on routine missions over the Gulf Friday. A 
rescue boat was lowered and a mission was dispatched to free 
the dolphin. Commander Cole said the ship's commanding 
officer Cmdr. Joseph J. Natale, and the Ship’s first lieutenant, 
Ted le Clair, led the successful rescue operation. “Once free, 
the dolphin — named Shamrock by Callaghan’s crew — swam 
from sight, apparently grateful to the humans who came to the 
rescue,” said Cmdr. Cole, reading from the ship’s report. 
Callaghan is homeported in San Diego, California. It is in the 
Gulf as part of a U.S. Navy force enforcing a trade embargo 
against Iraq. It is due to return home in May. 


8 Kurdish guerrillas die in clash 


ARDAHAN (AP) — Eight Kurdish guerrillas died in a dash 
with Turkish troops in this northeastern city, the Anatolia 
agency said Saturday. A soldier also died in the fighting near 
the town of Gole on Friday, said the provincial governor, 
Yener Unluer. Kurdish guerrillas are from the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK), which has been fighting for autonomy in 
southeastern Turkey since 1984. More than 11.000 people 
have died since then. 


Iraq seeks $20m to cover Haj expenses 


Lebanese vote in by-election 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese flocked to vote in the north on 
Sunday to elect a successor to a member of the country’s 
128-seat parliament who died last month. Officials said about 
600,000 Lebanese were eligible to choose one of five candi- 
dates to succeed former minister Abdullah Al Rassi who died 
in January. Mr. Rassi was elected as a representative of 
northern Lebanon in the country's general elections in the 
summer of 1992. His son, Karim, appeared to be favourite 
after securing the backing of the various political groups and 
local leaders. Results are expected on Monday. 


Mujahedeen deny Iraq arms report 
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BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq is demanding the release of $20 
million of its U.N.-frozen assets to cover expenses of Iraqis 
planning to make the annual pilgrimage to Mecca this year,' 
Baghdad newspapers reported on Sunday. The newspaper 
quoted Endowments and Religious Affairs Minister Abdul 
Muneim Saleh, as saying that “Iraq has asked Islamic and 
non-Islamlc countries to work for the release of $20 million of 
its frozen assets to cover the expenses of this year’s pilgrim- 
age." He urged Islamic countries to exert pressure on the 
U.N. Sanctions Committee to unfreeze the money. Iraq's 
assets abroad were frozen shortly after its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. Under a quota system, Iraq is allowed to send 19,000 
pilgrims to Mecca every year, but it has failed to meet the 
quota in the past three years. About 6,000 Iraqis made it to 
Mecca last year. The figure is certain to drop further this year 
as few Iraqis will be able to buy hard cash on the open market. 
The dinar hovered at about 250 to one dollar Sunday. The 
official rate is $3.2 to the dinar. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A spokesman for the Iranian opposition 
group, Mujahedeen-e-Khalq has denied reports that Iraq gave 
four missile launching pads to the group. The spokesman said: 
These ridiculous prevarications reflect the Iranian regime's 
extreme fear and concern toward the series of large scale- 
military manoeuvres in recent weeks by the National Libera- 
tion Army of Iran." In February the group conducted two 
manoeuvres along the Iran-Iraq border region. Thousands of 
combatants, hundreds of tanks and armoured personnel 
earners, katyushas and field artillery as well as assault and 
transport helicopters piloted by women took part in the 
exercises. 


huaz railway train 

Dep. Amman 8:00 every Monday 

Air. Damsons 

5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dep. Damascus 

7 JO a.m. every. Sunday 
Arr. Amman 5:00 p.m. every Sunday 

market prices 

Upper/kmer price in fib per kg. 

Apple 550/650 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mukummar) ....". 620 

Cabbage 70/40 

Carrot 200/150 

Cauliflower , 200 / 100 

Clementine 260/3)0 

Cucumbers (large) 140 / 80 

Cucumbers (small) 250 / 200 

Eggplant 250 / 90 

Garlic 1000/900 

Grape Fruit ...... 200/150 

Green beans 1000 / 700 

Lemon 150/80 

Marrow (large) .. ISO. >30 

Marrow (small) 320 / 220 

Olives (green) 700/51)0 

Orange 470/120 

Onion (dry) 350 / 300 

Onion (green) 240/160 

Pftas 900/500 

Pcpper(bot) 440 / 340 

Pepper (sweet) .r440 / 340 

Potato 240/ 180 

Radish 15 (y i00 

Tomato ....... 240/1* 

Spinach 150/9° 

String beans 1100/700 
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says gender equity, sensitivity 
p meet rural women’s needs 


AMMAN (J-T) — As a mem- 
ber of the International Steer- 
ing Committee on the Econo- 
mic Advancement of Rural 
Women (ISC), Her Majesty 
Queen Noor said, “the major- 
ity of the world’s rural women 
are subjected to powerful con- 
straints stemming from cultural 
traditions, political s'mctures 
and inadequate legal protec- 
tion.” 

Speaking at the 1994 ISC 
meeting held Thursday and 
Friday in Brussels, Queen 
Noor, who returned to Am- 
man Sunday, provided an 
overview of the main issues 
that face rural women through- 
out the world as presented to 
the meeting in five regional 
reports on the Americas, Asia 
and the Pacific, Africa, the 
Middle East and North Africa, 
and Europe, and delineated 
several common issues and 
challenges. 

The Brussels meeting, under 
the patronage of Que n 
Fabioia, convened with 15 wives of 
heads of state or government 
and their representatives from 
every region of the world, to 
review and assess international 
efforts to implement the 1992 
Geneva Declaration on Rural 
Women. 

Heads of U.N. and other 
international development 
agencies contributed to the 
meeting, which also discussed 
the ISC's future plans and iis 
contribution to the 1995 
Fourth U.N. Conference on 
Women in Beijing. 

The 1992 Geneva Summit 
established the ISC as an 
advocacy group to mobilise 
political wiii and public opin- 
ion to promote the formulation 
of national policies for rural 
women in every country, and 
to ensure political, financial 
and technical support for rural 
women's efforts to enhance 
their quality of life and in- 
crease their productivity. 

Speaking of the gender gap. 
Queen Noor said that “an in- 
creasing number of countries 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor participates in a 
press conference held at the end of the- 


International Steering Committee meeting 
in Brussels (Photo by George Crystal) 


and cultures throughout the 
world appreciate the relevance 
of gender needs to national 
development and recognise the 
dividends that can be realised 
when these needs are addres- 
sed effectively.” 

The Queen noted the 
ecouraging fact that generally 
there is prater “gender equity 
and sensitivity in policy for- 
mulation and institutional 
structures and projects re- 
sponsible for meeting rural 
women's needs.” 

She also emphasised, from a 
personal Arab/Islamic perspec- 
tive. the absolute importance of 
safeguarding the cohesive 
family unit that characterises 
the Middle East and North 
Africa region as the basic 
building block of development, 
and providing security and sta- 
bility for women and their 
families. 

Queen Noor highlighted the 
importance of partnership 
among all sectors involved in 
development, including the 
donor community, govern- 
ments and non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs). 


The NGOs, she said, play a 
vital role in the empowerment 
■'f rural women, as they imple- 
nent micro and model gras- 
sroots development projects 
that could be replicated at the 
macro- economic level. 

The Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation's Quality of Life 
Project, she added, — which is 
addressing development needs 
in various rural communities 
through a comprehensive inte- 
grated approach that stresses 
self-reliance and that trains 
and supports rural communi- 
ties to participate actively in 
policy-making to improve their 
overall quality of life, — has 
been recognised by the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
as a training model that could 
be adopted at the national and 
regional levels. 

The Queen also commended 
the more gender-sensitive 
approach that donor countries 
and institutions have begun to 
adopt in funding international 
development projects. 

She reviewed the region's 
reports of progress in the status 


Westshowing greater concern 
about counterfeiters in the region 


By Jack Redden 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Amman has all 
the familiar names of the 
West: The Golden Arches of 
McDonald’s, Microsoft com- 
puter programmes, a Safe- 
way supermarket and video 
rental shops offering Holly- 
wood's latest. 

All are fakes — illusions 
reproduced in developing 
countries around the world. 

The Golden Arches front a 
Jordanian restaurant that has 
nothing to do with the U.S. 
fast food giant, almost all 
computer software has been 
pirated. Safeway is a Jorda- 
nian company with no out- 
side links and video films are 
all illegal copies. 

“We are not under press- 
ure” Fahed Fanek, an eco- 
nomist thought to reflect 
many in government, sa.d in 
dismissing calls to honour 
trademarks and copyr. :hts. 
“We have no reason to pro- 
tect foreign intellectual prop- 
erty." 

Most Jordanians appear to 
agree. 

But the West, having put 
the squeeze on counterfeiters 
in Asia, Egypt and the Gulf, 
is taking a greater interest in 
what happens in smaller 
countries such as Jordan. 

The Jordanian Copyright 

Protection Committee, a 
five-member group wh»ch be- 
lieves Jordan’s long-term in- 
terests would be better 
served by a change of atti- 
tude, estimates that 95 per 
cent of ali compu'er software 


sold in the country has been 
copied illegally. 

Computer shops charge for 
hardware and then loan for 
free any software a customer 
wants. U.S.-made disks on 
shelves show the manufactur- 
er’s stamp “not for resale.” 

The committee found a 
university ordered 200 per- 
sonal computers and one 
"copy” of software to dupli- 
cate — “it wasn’t even an 
original that was requested,” 
said lawyer Tareef Nabeel. 

Virtually all video and au- 
dio tapes are pirated. Films 
from video shops carry warn- 
ings against commercial view- 
ing — U.S. phone numbers 
to report unauthorised use 
appear across the bottom of 
the screen. 

Near universities, rows of 
shops with the latest copying 
machines churn out dupli- 
cates of any book at a price of 
two or three cents a page — 
hard or soft covers to choice. 

The manager of the Uni- 
versity Kwik Kopy Centre 
beside the University of Jor- 
dan displayed an academic 
study on the Middle East. 
The original, with a library 
number printed on the spine, 
cost far more than the JD 6 
price of the copy. 

A trademark belongs to 
whoever registered it in Jor- 
dan. regardless of who owned 
it in the rest of the world. If 
the original owner of a 
trademark such as Safeway 
came to Amman, he would 
find it belongs to a Jordanian. 

The relative insignificance 


of a market of only four 
million Jordanians has 
shielded the country from the 
scrutiny given to pirating in 
more populous areas such as 
Asia. 

But the United States and 
Europe have begun to focus 
on the Middle East. Diplo- 
mats report the first targets 
include Egypt and the oilirich 
states of Saudi Arabia and 
the Gulf. Countries like Jor- 
dan will be next. 

Pressure will also rise be- 
cause Jordan has applied to 
join GATT, the international 
trade regulatory body, which 
requires members to protect 
“intellectual property." 

The United States, provid- 
ing an expert to help tighten 
protection this year, says it 
will only release J9 million in 
promised aid if it sees some 
improvement. 

Doubts centre on the poli- 
tical will. A copyright law 
passed by Jordan last year 
appears to have had no 
effect. 

“If you waited for another 
20 years the government 
would not have issued that 
law." said Sameer Mubarak, 
managing director of the 
Jordanian software company 
Comsoft. “This law came out 
as a result of pressure from 
other governments ■— 
Europe. America." 

“After we had the 'aw 
there was no follow-up from 
these countries to actually 
enforce it," he added. 

Even if the law was en- 
forced. there are gaping 


loopholes — one exemption 
allows libraries, schools,,uni- 
versities and government de- 
partments to copy anything. 

Paying royalties and li- 
cence fees would raise prices 
in Jordan and enrich the 
Western world that makes 
most of the products. But 
failure to protect copyrights 
iiso limits what companies 
.rill send to Jordan and crip- 
ples local efforts to come up 
with original products. 

“There has got to be 
tough, serous enforcement 
of intellectual property 
rights.” U.S. Commerce 
Secretary Ron Brown told 
businessmen during a visit 
last month. "The type of 
activity going on in Jordar.- 
has to stop. 

"It’s not up to the U.S. to 
stop it, but I can tell you this: 
Until it stops it is going to be 
an inhibiting factor to invest- 
ment in Jordan, to the shar- 
ing of our technology, to 
technology transfer, to joint 
venture opportunities." 

The Jordanian group cam- 
paigning for copyright pro- 
tection found that one 
Cabinet minister was sum- 
moned by customs agents to 
examine a shipment from 
Singapore — 5.000 pirated 
copies of his own. book. 

Mr. Mubarak, a victim of 
software piracy, summed up 
the case for protecting the 
creators: “Will we support a 
guy with a delivery truck and 
a xerox machine in his office, 
or the guy who thinks a lot 
and writes the book?" 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

Prince Firas urges local support for handicapped Cabinet approves 12 new companies 


SALT (Petra) — Prince Firas Ben Ra’d Sunday stressed the 
role of local communities in supporting activities and program- 
mes for the handicapped. During a meering with government 
officials from Balqa Govemorate. Prince Firas said private 
and public institutions only cater to three per cent of the 
disabled in Jordan, and he called for implementing voluntary 
programmes aimed at an enhancing role of local communities 
in the earlv < erection and rehabilitation of disabilities. Prince 
Firas’s meeting with the officials came after a tour of the 
various institutions for the disabled. He was accompanied by 
mei >bers of the technical committee of Jordan’s Sports 
Federation for the Handicapped. Prince Firas said one of the 
priorities of the federation is to expand horizontally in the 
govemorates outside Amman to promote sports for the 
handicapped in the various govemorates and cities through 
performances and activities. 


AMMAN (rco?) — The Cabinet Sunday endorsed a recom- 
mendation made by the Investmen; Encouragement Commit- 
tee authorising the establishment of 12 new companies and 
granting them the exemptions provided for in the Investment 
Encouragement Law. The Cabinet also allowed 40 companies 
and hotels to import their basic requirements and supplies. 

University receives TV studio from Japan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Educational Technologies Program- 
me at the University of Jordan’s Faculty of Educational 
Sciences Sunday received an advanced television studio 
operating on the Betacam system. Donated by the Japanese 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) as part of a 
$500,000 contribution, the studio will enable the faculty to 
produce high standard educational and documentary films and 
programmes, which can be broadcast from Jordan Television 
(JTV) and from Arabsat. 


Donations to Hebron massacre victims 
to be deposited at banks, institutions 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
higher national committee 
charged with supervising 
fund-raising for the families 
of victims of ihe last Friday’s 
massacre of Palestinians in 
Hebron, announced Sunday 
that donations will be depo- 
sited at the Arab Bank, the 
Isiamic Bank, the Housing 
Bank, the Jordan Bank, the 
National Bank and the Cairo- 
Amman Bank. 

The committee also 
announced the account num- 
bers to which individual and 
collective donations should 
be deposited at these banks. 
(See inset) 

According to the commit- 
tee, donations can also be 
sent to the office of the Chief 


Justice, the Ministry of Aw- 
qaf and Isiamic Affairs, the 
Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment, the Amman Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
and the General Union of 
Voluntary Societies (GUVS) 
in Amman. 

The Arab Bank Sunday 
announced a donation of 
JD 100,000 to the families of 
the Palestinians killed in the 
terrorist attack on Ibrahimi 
Mosque in Hebron. 

The Housing Bank de- 
clared donation of JD 50,000 
and the Federation of Jorda- 
nian Labour Unions 
announced that its members 
would donate an additional 
working hour to help the 
families of the victims. 


The account numbers are: 

— Islamic Bank (head office) 

# 41955 

— Arab Bank (Shmeisani) # 500/ 
28311/0118 

— Housing Bank (head office) # 61 
12808/300 

— Jordan Bank (Lnweibdeh branch) 

# 15675 

— National Bank (head c?'~ice) 

# 18065 

— Cairo- Amman Bank (hea<' ffice) 

# 2/487844 


of rural women and used the 
1993 United Nations Educa- 
tional. Social and Cultural 
Organisation (LJNESCO) 
award to Jordan primarily to 
illustrate the impact on rural 
women of successful literacy 
and adult education program- 
mes. 

Queen Noor stressed the 
need for further cooperation 
and coordination especially at 
the intra-regiona! level. 

She spoke of the importance 
of maintaining and enhancing 
the momentum of the meeting 
through renewed efforts to 
mobilise public and private 
sector support in partnership 
with rural families to develop 
successful and sustainable de- 
velopment projects. 

The ISC agreed to hold its 
next meeting in Jordan in 1996 
to review regional develop- 
ment strategies and imple- 
mentation in rural areas of the 
1995 Beijing U.N. Conference 
on Women. 

While in Brussels Queen 
Noor met with King Albert, 
Queen Paola and Queen 
Fabioia. 


Hamm ari calls for draft legislation 
on public safety, enforcement panel 


By Elia Nasrallah 
and Rana Hnsseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Interior Minister 
Salameh Hammad Sunday 
opened a one-day public safety 
conference with a call on the 
concerned authorities to help 
draft a law on public safety in 
Jordan and create a higher 
national committee for public 
safety to later enforce the law. 

With the growth of industry, 
threats to the environment and 
natural and man-made disas- 
ters, the minister said, such a 
law and panel are crucial. “We 
seek to minimise the dangers 
posed to man and property, 
reduce material losses and pro- 
vide protection to civilians, 
said Mr. Hammad who depu- 
tised for His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. 

In his statement, the minis- 
ter said there was an urgent 
need to link the concept of 
public safety to national, eco- 
nomic and social security. 

Mr. Hammad also stressed 
die importance of compiling a 
data bank to provide public 
safety information to decision- 
makers and various concerned 
institutions. 

Mr. Hammad said the In- 
terior Ministry hoped that the 
participants to Sunday's meet- 
ing, who represent public safe- 
ty authorities, would take this 
opportunity to: 

— adopt well-prepared plans 
to deal with dangers threaten- 
ing citizens, property and the 
environment; 

— Help spread public 
.awareness on self-protection 
measures in case of emergen- 
cies and disasters; 

— encourage citizens to ex- 
ercise their civic duty m pro- 
tecting lives and property; 

— familiarise themselves 
with extisting laws and regula- 
tions with a view towards draft- 
ing a unified law on public 
safety; 




Minister of Interior Salameh Hammad Sunday addresses the opening session of a 
conference on public safety (Petra photo) 


— create a higher public 
safety ’ committee that would 
not only chart plans for civilian 
protection, but also suggest 
mechanisms to deal with the 
consequences of disasters; and 

— provide the necessary 
material and financial means to 
ensure the success of prospec- 
tive plans and policies. 

Addressing the first session. 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) Director Afif AI Ghoul 
outlined the main tasks of 
CDD officers during disasters 
and major emergencies such as 
fires, as well as in rescue op- 
erations and first aid, which 
call for prompt action. 

Concurring on the proposal 
for a unified law on public 
safety measures. Lieutenant 
General Ghoul jaid that the 
law should make it compulsory 
for factories, major firms and 
various organisations i.: ques- 
tion to install fire alarm sys- 
tems, provide fire-fighting 


equipment in public places and 
forests,' reorganise and refur- 
bish public shelters and include 
public safety rules in school 
textbooks. 

Lt.-Gen. Ghoul suggested 
that the CDD be allocated at 
least JD 10.5 million annually 
for the next five years to 
acquire the necessary equip- 
ment and the other require- 
ment to ensure public safety. 

A working paper by Munir 
Baddour, director of occupa- 
tional safety at the Ministry of 
Labour, called for tax and duty 
exemptions on personal pro- 
tection equipment in order to 
encourage factory-ownexs to 
provide their employees with 
required safety precautions. 

The paper also urged the 
government to ban the import 
of machinery that does not 
meet safety requirements. 

Other papers submitted at 
the conference dealt with the 
licensing of factories away 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

TwT Exhibition of paintings by Riham GhassSb 
at The Gallery Inter. Continental Hotel. 

* Art exhibition by artist JalaJ Ariqat at Ab'ad 
Art Gallery (10:00 a. m. -8:00 p.m. except 
Fridays). 

* Art exhibition by several artists at the Alia 
Art Gallery (8:30 a. m. -2:30 p.m.). 

ft Art exhibition by Iraqi artists at the Royal 
Cnltoral Centre (8 JO p.m. -midnight). 

■ & Photo exhibition by artist Latifa Yousef at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibition of medical herbs at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

ft Book exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre 
(7:00 p.m. -midnight). 

ft Art exhibition by Jordanian artists at the 
Royal Cnltoral Centre (7:00 p.m.-mhinight), 

ft Wood carving exhibition by artist Samer 
Ousama at the French Cultural Centre. 

ft Art and photo exhibition by several Arab 
artists at the Balqa Art Gallery in Fnheis 
(Tel. 720902). 

ft “Permanent” exhibition of 54 Arab contem- 
porary artists at Darai AJ Funon of the 
Abdul Hameed Shuman Foundation in Jabal 
Amman (Tel. 643251/2). 


ft Art exhibition by several Iraqi and Jorda- 
nian artists at (Mali Art Gallery (Tel. 
826932). 

FILMS 

tV Short film entitled “Sketches of Rome” at 
the French Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

ft Film in French entitled “Le Maitre De 
Musique” at the French Cultural Centre at 
8ri)0 p.m. 

MUSIC HOUR 

Show of a videotaped variety of 
music at the student multi-purpose building 
at the university of Jordan (12:00 noon- 
1:00 p.m.). 

DRAMA 

TV Drama entitled “The Question” at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (11:00 a.m. and 8:00 

P-m.). 

LECTURE 

☆ Lecture entitled “A Trip To The Wilder- 
ness Of Jordan” accompanied by slides at 
the Goetbe-Institnt in Jabal Amman at 
11:00 a.m. 


Cairo police clash with protesters 


(Continued from page I) 
academic centre, houses of di- 
plomats and the synagogues. 

Israeli tourists were advised 
to avoid travelling to Egypt for 
the time being, the sources 
said. 

Security was beefed at Cairo 
airport where passengers 
boarding the Israeli airliner El 
A! were being thoroughly sear- 
ched, they added. 

Officials said the measures 



were to prevent any possible 
attack by groups which vowed 
to avenge the mosque mas- 
sacre with attacks across the 
world. 

Similar measure- /ere taken 
in the United States. 

Egypt’s most active militant 
group, the Gamaa AI .Isla- 
miyah (Islamic Group) sa;d ou 
Saturday it had ordered its 
armed units to step up attacks 
to avenge the Hebron mas- 


sacre. 

“We, the Gamaa AI Isla- 
miyah. announce that our 
military operations from now 
until the end of the (fasting) 
month of Ramadan will be 
(carried out) as a dutiful re- 
venge to the martyrs of the 
Ibrahimi Mosque and as a 
modest support to the strag- 
glers of Palestine,” the group 
iaiii in a statement faxed to an 
international news agency. 


from residential areas, con- 
certed plans for dealing with 
emergencies, funding require- 
ments of public safety, the 
importing and handling of 
dangerous chemicals, "and 
media's role in alerting the 
public to public safety precau- 
tions. 

The meeting which was held 
at the Royal Cultural Centre 
was attended by Deputy Prime 
Minister Ma'an Adu Nowar. 
several Cabinet minister*:, toe 
Amman governor. Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
officials and senior army offic- 
ers. 

Mr. Hammad later 
announced the formation of a 
special committee to draft the 
recommendations of the con- 
ference. Lt.-Gen. Ghoul was 
named chairman of the com- 
mittee, which is to submit its 
recommendations to Prince 
Hassan and the Council cf 
Ministers. 

MutaU. 

finishes 

building 

tenders 

MUTA (Petra) — Muta Uni- 
versity President Abdul Rah- 
man Atiyat Sunday said that 
tenders for the implementation 
of the third stage of develop- 
ment of the university have been 
completed. 

The const ruction is expected 
to cost JD19.5 million, said Dr. 
Atiyat, adding that this stage 
entails building sports facili- 
ties, dormitories for cadets, a 
students' restaurant and a re- 
sidential quarter for the faculty 
members, as well as buildings 
for the faculties of agriculture, 
engineering and nursing, and 
the expansion of the existing 
road networks. 

At present, work is under- 
way for the implementation of 
the second development phase 
at the cost of JD14.5 million. 

Under construction are a 
wastewater treatment plant and 
buildings to incude lecture 
halls, a student activities cen- 
tre, the faculty of education, 
laboratories, women students' 
dormitories, clinics and ware- 
houses, said Dr. Atiyat, 

He said that the nursing faci- 
lities to be set up were needed 
to cover the shortages in the 
nursing cadres required for 
health centres and hospitals in 
th« southern regions of Jordan . 
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Susi ival before dialogue 

U.S. PR ESIDENT Bill Clinton’s proposal to move the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO)-Israeli peace 
talks to Washington in “a continuous session till agree- 
ment is reached” appears to hang in the balance, 
pending sraeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s agree- 
ment to *LO demands for international protection for 
Palestrai ns and the evacuation of Jewish settlements in 
the occupied territories. 

Renewed calls by the Palestinians for improved secur- 
ity conditions, before negotiations can be resumed, are 
justifiable considering that support among them for the 
peace talks has been eroding even before Friday’s 
massacre that killed over 70 people and injured hundreds 
of others. Given that support has only weakened in the 
aftermath of the mass killing or A1 Haram A1 tbrahimi 
worshippers and the already vulnerable PLO leadership 
has to reckon with the growing hostile sentiment of its 
constituents within and outside the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, the case for the new demands has to be respected, 
even though neither the Israelis nor the Americans like 
it. 

The question remains whether the Israelis, the Palesti- 
nians and the Americans will allow the new situation to 
torpedo the whole peace effort by pi%ing into the hands 
of Jewish extre mists who would like nothing more than to 
frustrate the peace talks altogether. 

The group of Jewish fundamentalists whom the killer 
epitomised and represented, never wanted anything to do 
with peace In the area because they stand to profit more 
from chaos, instability and continued belligerence be- 
tween Arabs and Israelis. The Arab side, on the other 
hand, has to be careful in handling the new development 
in that it has to keep in mind its vital interest in the peace 
process. The Arabs entered that process, according to 
U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 338, not to 
please the Israelis or to do favours for either the Rabin 
government or its predecessor government of Yitzhak 
Shamir. The Arab World opted for peace because there 
was no alternative to doing so or its interests were better 
served that way. It will be recalled that former Israeli 
prime minister Shamir was footdragged so hard and for 
so long before and after the Madrid conference was 
launched, dearly because he never wanted the peace 
process to pick up momentum. 

It would seem that the way out of any Israeli- 
Palestinian deadlock lies in doing both: addressing 
legitimate Palestinian concerns for security and pressing 
ahead with a speedy implementation of the PLO-Israeli 
accord. This can best be done by not only disarming the 
extremist settler groups but by outlawing them 
altogether and disarming all settlers in the occupied 
territories, leading eventually to taking them back inside 
Israel. For its part, the Clinton administration can help 
by stopping the tnflJUons of dollars that Kach and its likes 
receive from their supporters in the U.S. and, better still, 
by cracking down on the networks of conspiracy and 
terrorism organised by the Jewish fanatics in New York 
and other American cities and towns. 

As PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat and other Palesti- 
nian leaders noted over the weekend. Jewish colonies in 
the midst of Arab communities are nothing but a time 
bomb ready to explode at any time. Centre-staging this 
issue is called- for in the Washington peace talks, and 
expanding the agenda to include a crucial item on 
“security and peace” in the interim period appear to be 
the way to go from here. There have to be solid 
guarantees that the Palestinians will get the necessary 
protection if they are to resume the talks, in Washington 
or elsewhere. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A COLUMNIST in Al Dustour Sunday urged the Arab 
countries involved in the Middle East peace process to boycott 
the meeting in Washington and adopt a policy towards Israel 
and the United States that would ensure the return of the 
occupied Arab lands, it is clear to the Arab masses that the 
Arab governments are not interested in pursuing the present 
course of negotiations to Washington under U.S. pressure and 
out of fear of Israel's military power, said Fakhri Ka war. The 
writer said that the Arab regimes have now discovered that the 
n... nations that started in Madrid are leading nowhere and 
that e Israelis are pursuing their practicism in the occupied 
Arab u<nds to force the Arabs to capitulate and succumb to the 
U.S.-Isreeli wishes. It is clear to all now that the Israelis are 
not concerned with peace but rather determined to pursuing 
their repressive acts in occupied Palestine to evict the Arabs 
from their homeland. The massacre in Hebron was another 
link in a long chain of acts of repression and intimidating to 
help the Zionists achieve their goal, said Mr. Kawar. 
Re^rring to Arab condemnations of the Israeli crimes, the 
wn e r said these and manv other denunciation cannot help the 
Aram regain their rights, saying that the only answer is to 
translate Arab threats for revenge into practise on the ground. 
The writer said that it is regrettable to say that Israelis realise 
tile f 'Ct that the Arabs issue condemnation statements but are 
in no a itsition to do anything practical in return. The only tool 
in the Arab hands at the moment, he said, is to stop the 
negotiations with Israel as one step towards further firm 
collective action. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Ra*i urged the Health Ministry to speed 
up the application of a national health scheme which, he said, 
would benefit the poor class. Nazih said that the national 
scheme is needed to help citizens who are not covered by any 
health service like employees of firms and government civil 
servants. We have been hearing statements from the Health 
Ministry and other sources about plans for implementing the 
health scheme to benefit all citizens. But we have not seen any 
practical steps taken tn ensure the implementation of such 
olan. said the writer. 


By Rami G. Khouri 

THE HEBRON mosque massacre has generated intense 
emotions among all concerned people, but above all it is an 
event that is defined by great sadness. The gravity of the 
crime, the intensity of Palestinian suffering and the audacity of 
the Zionist ideology that provides the context in which such a 
thing could happen are all overshadowed in the end by the 
numbing combination of anger and helplessness that characte- 
rises the Arab World — a combination of emotions whose 
outstanding trait is sadness. 

in historical terms, the Hebron mosque pogrom will 
probably turn out to be the decisive turning point that finally 
pushed Palestinians and Israelis, along with the other con- 
cerned Middle Eastern players, to resolve the Arab-Israeli 
conflict through peaceful diplomacy. The Deir Yassin mas- 
sacre in Spring 1948 symbolised the high point of Zionist terror 
at mid-century that aimed to depopulate the land of its 
Palestinian inhabitants; the Hebron pogrom is likely to be seen 
in retrospect as the high point of Zionist terror at end-century. 
But this time, the result will be to intensify efforts to end the 
Israeli occupation of Palestinian lands and to allow the 
Palestinians the opportunity to live as free people on their 
ancestral soil. 

Israelis and many Jews may be annoyed that we use the term 
“pogrom" ro describe the indiscriminate killing of dozens of 
praying Palestinians by a Zionist zealot. Pogroms — morally, 
historically, politically and intellectually — are generally 
presented as the exclusive suffering of Jews at the hands of 
antt-Jewish elements. Jews have indeed suffered repeated 
pogroms in Europe, Russia and the Middle East in their long 
history, and, therefore, they sought a Jewish state as a refuge 
for their people from future pogroms. 

In doing so. however, the Jewish people inflicted injustices 
and suffering on the Palestinians and Arabs. How ironic — 
how sad — that in the closing decades of the 20th century, 
some Jews should themselves inflict pogroms against Palesti- 
nians and undertake systematic killing of other Arabs, 
especially in Lebanon. 

The Israeli government and the international news media 
are presenting the Hebron pogrom as the work of a single 
madman. Technically, it probaDly was, in the sense that 
Baruch Goldstein walked into the mosque on his own and 
shot as many Palestinians as possible. 

Isn't it interesting, though, how in the case of Zionist 
perpetrators of pogroms against Palestinians, insanity is 
treated as an isolated, freak and unusual incident, while in all 
other similar situations an attempt is made to identify the 
deeper causes and the wider context which allow the insane act 
of mass murder to take place? Isn't it interesting that gunmen 
who kill scores of innocent people in the United States, or 
Palestinians who kill Israelis, or Serbs, Bosnians and Croats 
who kill each other, are assessed within their full societal 
context; their violent acts are explained by the societal values 
and political pressures that such individuals are subjected to — 
but in the case of Israelis killing many Arabs, we are asked to 
accept pogroms as the unfortunate acts of deranged indi- 
viduals, and, essentially, to forgive and forget. 

The facts are otherwise. The insanity is not only in the mind 
of the lone gunman. The insanity is also in the moral fabric and 
the political goals of a Zionist ideology that sees Jews as 
having a higher moral standing than other people in the eyes of 
God, and higher national rights in the context of 20th century 
history. The insanity is in the glorification of a Judaeo-centric 
nationalism that is necessarily built on the denial of Palestinian 
identity, on the debris of Palestinian homes and farms, and on 
the graves of thousands of dead Palestinians. 

Mass killings of Palestinians and other Arabs have been an 4 
institutionalised, sometimes even glorified, aspect of Zionist 
ideology since near the turn of the century. Israeli state 
policies, which promote and fund Jewish colonial settlements, 
allow settlers to cany arms, and apply grievously discrimina- 
tory and often racist official policies against the indigenous 
Palestinian population, are policies that, in the end, make 
pogroms of Palestinians not only likely, but probably inevit- 
able — and. for a small number of Israeli zealots, perhaps 
even desirable and justifiable. 


The reality of the Zionist-Palestinian/Arab nationalist con- 
flict that has defined this region for most of this century 
comprises repeated incidents of mass killing on both sides. The 
cycle of fear, madness and death that defines Arabs and 
Israelis is doubly tragic — first because it inflicts such repeated 
suffering on both sides, and second because it fuels a cycle of 
anger and revenge that perpetuates the cycle of death and 
makes pogroms a chronic feature of the political and emotion- 
al landscape. 

For all those who died on both sides, whether at the hands 
of crazed lone gunmen or as a consequence of fanatic 
nationalist ideologies, it is too late to relieve the suffering and 
the loss. But the living are required to respond with sentiments 
more rational and more noble than the instinctive cry for 
revenge and retribution. We, the living on both sides, are 
challenged to transcend the fears and the anger that have 
generated so much death, and to rid our national political 
morality of the chronic quest for vengeance and the perpetual 
suffering of innocent civilians. 

If this gruesome century has taught us anything, it should 
have taught us the unacceptable cost and the ultimate futility 
of violence. Our obligation to those who have died and to 
those who still live is to identify the root causes of the violence 
and to eliminate them once and for all. The appropriate 
antidote to crazed gunmen and fanatic ideologies is not more 
of the same, but rather rational analysis and thoughtful 
diplomacy to rid our landscape of this dehumanising legacy. 

Baruch Goldstein and all those who share his fanaticism 
want us to respond with heightened doses of emotionalism, 
anger and violence. To do so would be to honour his life and 
his death by perpetuating the brand of political intransigence 
and militaristic zealotry that he represented. The most 
appropriate response that we can offer to the legacy of Baruch 
Goldstein and the militant Zionism he personified is to refuse 
to play by his rules — to relegate his Zionist madness to the 
scrapheap of history and to refuse to participate in the cycle of 
killing that he tried to glorify. 

We can do this by several related means: by containing the 
militarism of Zionist colonial-settlers in the first instance by 
disarming the settlers and providing international protection 
for the Palestinians, and then by reversing the context of 
Zionist occupation and colonialism that breeds violence and 
pogroms. We can best achieve this through a negotiated 
disengagement and a peace accord that allows the Palestinians 
to exercise their national rights in their own land. 

The international disgrace that Israel has suffered as a 
consequence of the Hebron pogrom should help to speed up 
the success of the current peace negotiations because the 
whole world recognises the need to end the Israeli occupation 
of Palestine as the means to bring the killings to an end. The 
moral and political standing of Israel before the world 
community has suffered from this pogrom almost as grievously 
as have the Palestinian people. We must build on this and 
work diplomatically to assure that the chances of future 
pogroms are minimised. 

Revenge and vengeance are human emotions that cannot be 
easily denied. The quality of revenge, however, can be 
heightened by a rational analysis of what we could do to 
maximise our gains and to minimise the gains of the enemy of 
Zionist ideology/mythology. 

We should refuse the instinctive tendency to seek revenge 
through a fresh cycle of death. Instead, we should work to 
make sure that the dreams of Zionist conquest and hegemony, 
like the bodies and beliefs of the Baruch Goldsteins of this 
world, are forever rendered dead, buried and forgotten under 
the weight of a more universal and humanistic ideology that 
values human equity, fraternity and coexistence. 

The enduring sadness of this situation for the Arabs is that 
we have been unable to respond effectively to the challenge of 
20th century predatory and militaristic Zionism through the 
power of the gun. Baruch Goldstein’s dying wish must have 
been to prompt us to turn to the gun once again. Our greatest 
revenge would be to deny him this wish, and instead to use 
effective diplomacy to tame his crazed legacy by generating 
Arab, Islamic and international political power that could 
assert our humanity and the justness of our national cause, 
while burying his forever as an ignominious and twisted 
aberration. 





Muslim-Croat federation 

Bosnia’s most unlikely combination 


By Dusan Stojanovic 

The Associated Press 

BELGRADE — A U.S.- 
proposed Muslim-Croat fed- 
eration is perhaps the least 
likely combination for the 
ethnic patchwork that is Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina. But even if 
the union doesn’t last, it 
could bring peace to (he Bal- 
kans. 

Under a new plan, to be 
discussed in Washington, 
Bosnian Muslims and Croats, 
former allies who have fought 
bitterly for months, would 
form a federation, while Bos- 
nian Seri's, who have long 
sought tc unite with Serbia, 
would be free to form their 
own republic. 

Bosnian Serbs, who con- 
trol 70 per cent of Bosnia, 
welcome the Muslim-Croat 
federation. By the time of its 
probable breakup, they 


would already have achieved 
their main goal: union with 
Serbia proper. 

“We have nothing against 
a Muslim-Croat agreement. 
We have always advocated it 
because it is a step towards 
peace," said Bosnian Serb 
leader Nikola Koljevic. 

Bosnian Muslims and 
Croats initially were allies 
against the Serbs, who rebel- 
led against Bosnia’s secession 
from Serb-led Yugoslavia 
two years ago. The Muslims 
and Croats later began fight- 
ing each other over territory. 

The Muslim-Croat clash 
was so bitter and violent that 
few in Bosnia think the two 
nations could ever again re- 
main in one state. 

"We didn’t fight the Mu- 
jahedeens to live with them 
again,” Bosnian Croat sol- 
dier Anto Oho told Bosnian 


Serb TV. "Anyone who 
thinks this is possible is 
crazy.” 

The U.S. administration 
apparently assumes that a 
Muslim-Croat federation, 
which could later transform 
into a confederation with 
Croatia proper, would pro- 
tect Muslims and Croats and 
create a counterbalance to a 
‘‘Greater Serbia.” 

"U.S. politicians apparent- 
ly don’t understand that the 
key for the peace in the Bal- 
kans is not the Muslim-Croat 
factor, but the Serb-Croat 
one,” said Predrag Simic, 
Belgrade's prominent inde- 
pendent political analyst. 

Serbs and Croats were the 
two biggest nations in former 
Yugoslavia, and their rela- 
tions have always been cru- 
cial in the region’s trouble- 
some history. Orthodox 


Serbs and Catholic Croats 
have had better ties among 
each other than with the 
Muslims who have been cons- 
idered enemies of Christ- 
ianity. 

“Bu: uespite the fact that 
the Muslim- ”roat federation 
could only uc formal and 
short-lived, it could bring a 
fragile peace to Bosnia,” Mr. 
Simic said. 

Croatia's nationalist presi- 
dent Franjo Tudjman has 
paid lip-service to the idea of 
Croat-Muslim confederation 
in the past while pursuing 
other avenues, such as coop- 
eration with Serbia in a three- 
way division of Bosnia. 

But under the U.S. press- 
ure and possible sanctions 
against Croatia for its med- 
dling in the Bosnian war, Mr. 
Tudjman reluctantly agreed 
to the Muslim-Croat federa- 
tion. 
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Peace clearly 
contingent on 
dismantling 
of settlements 

By Dr. Musa Keilani 


THE COLD-BLOODED 
killing of more than 60 
Palestinian worshippers at 
the Ibrahimi Mosque in Heb- 
ron on Friday is described by 
many in the West as unpre- 
cedented. But we in Jordan 
and elsewhere in the Middle 
East know different. 

From Deir Yassin in 1948. 
and a few other Palestinian 
villages unrecorded in his- 
tory, to Sabra and Shatila in 
1982 and a Tel Aviv suburb in 
May 1990, our memories are 
fresh of massacres of Palesti- 
nians to serve the Zionist 
ideology in one form or 
another. 

We are hearing loud con- 
demnation from Israeli lead- 
ers of the Hebron massacre. 
But our memory is vivid tbat 
the late David Ben-Gurion 
also condemned the Deir 
Yassin massacre and its per- 
petrators, but we learned la- 
ter that the slaughter was 
carried out by Menachem Be- 
gin in collusion with Ben- 
Gurion as part of a grand 
scheme to clear the 
Jerusalera-Tel Aviv corridor. 

It is quite clear that the 
very Zionist ideology does 
not accept coexistence at 
equal footing, the very fun- 
damental base that we are 
seeking to reach as a solution 
to the decades-old conflict in 
the 28-month-old Middle 
East peace negotiations. And 
that raises quite a few ques- 
tions. But the readymade 
answers that we hear in the 
street today are not the right 
ones either. 

There are many unex- 
plained aspects in the Hebron 
massacre; whether it was the 
work of a lone “psychopath." 
as Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin chose to describe 
the killer, Baruch Goldstein, 
or a collective plot of Jewish 
settlers with help from the 
■Israeli army as Palestinian 
witnesses have said. 

Who knows, in 10 or 20 
years from now, someone 
somewhere might decide to 
come out with the truth or 
parts of it. Until then, these 
questions will have to be 
shelved. Even a "judicial” 
Israeli inquiry, as called for 
by many countries, would 
never be able to establish the 
dear facts in the affair if only 
because those who possess 
the truth may have vested 
interests in concealing it. 

We do not even know 
whether Goldstein was 
actually killed. We have not 
heard what happened to his 
body. Some say be turned the 
gun on himself while others 
say Palestinians killed him 
with “iron bars” — some- 
thing that does not exactly 
litter the floor of a mosque 
during an early morning 
Ramadan prayer. But what 
did litter the floor when 
Goldstein or Goldsteins 
finished his or their hand- 
iwork was the flesh, blood 
and brains of our brothers 
and kinsmen with whom we 
in Jordan have shared all 
their grief and suffering for 
centuries. 

Our hearts and souls go out 
to the Jabaris, Tamimis, 
Abdul Nabis, Abu Sheinehs, 
Abdeens and other families 
from Hebron who lost their 
loved ones in the massacre, 
which goes down in history as 
another landmark in the 
Zionist campaign to drive out 
the Palestinians from their 
homeland. 

While expressing our deep 
shock and sorrow over the 
despicable crime, let us not 
serve the very perpetrators of 
the massacre by embracing 
extremist action, which is 
precisely the kind of response 
the Zionists want to draw 
from us in their endeavours 
to wreck the peace process. 

Our history is full of inci- 
dents where rash decisions 
and actions from people 
among us have always led to 
repercussions which made 
our positions worse. Exam- 
ples are plenty. International 
public opinion was with us 
when Israeli commandos 
staged a masacre against 
Lebanese political leaders 
one week before the 1972 
attack on Israeli athletes in 
Munich. But we lost the 
world’s support with the kill- 
ings at the Olympics. 

Since then, some of us 
have proved that they never 
learned from the lessons of 


history at a time when what 
we needed most was interna- 
tional support against a foe 
who always enjoyed almost 
unlimited moral, military, 
financial and political support 
from some of the strongest 
quarters of the globe. 

Retribution and drawing 
blood for blood and extract- 
ing an eye for an eye are 
indeed personally satisfying, 
but what we would be doing 
in the process is to pull the 
rug from under the very feet 
of the hopes of a lasting 
peace that we seek. 

We cannot afford to a re- 
petition of such reckless ac- 
tions now no matter how 
strong our grief and sense of 
personal loss. What we need 
now is a careful assessment of 
the situation and present the 
facts as they are to the inter- 
national community, which is 
already voicing alarm that the 
peace process is faltering, 
and demand world action to 
eliminate the features of the 
Middle East conflict that 
prompt extremism and mas- 
sacres like the one we witnes- 
sed in Hebron four days ago. 


“If anything, any Israeli 
presence, military or 
civilian, in the occupied 
territories is a clear in- 
vitation to trouble, to- 
day, tomorrow or the 
day after that, whether 
in the interim or in the 
final status, and a non- 
starter for any peace 
accord to take hold and 
lead to an equitable 
solution to the basic con- 
flict” ~ 


For starters, the interna- 
tional conscience appears to 
have registered the fact that 
the very presence of Jewish 
settlements dotting the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip is a Democleus’ sword 
hanging over any peace 
agreement. 

If anything, any Israeli pre- 
sence, military or civilian, in 
the occupied territories is a 
clear invitation to trouble, 
today, tomorrow or the day 
after that, whether in the 
interim or in the final status, 
and a non-starter for any 
peace accord to take hold and 
lead to an equitable solution 
to the basic conflict. 

What we saw in Hebron on 
Friday was the manifestation 
of the hatred that hardcore 
Zionists harbour against the 
Arabs, and it has proved that 
any talk of peaceful coexist- 
ence and normal relations 
among Muslims and Jews is 
premature under the present 
circumstances and the de fac- 
to situation in the occupied 
territories. 

All our efforts should now 
be focused on averting ac- 
tions that undermine the 
peace process since that 
would be serving the goals of i 
whoever was (or were) be- j 
hind the Hebron massacre. 
We should, in all good faith, 
give Mr. Rabin and his Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres 
the opportunity to use the 
massacre as a very strong 
card, and more than justifi- 
ably so, to adopt firm action 
against the extremists in 
Israel, the Likudniks and set- 
tiers included. 

In the meantime, we 
should move on the diploma- 
tic ground to ensure that the 
international community is 
completely convinced that 
any equitable solution -to the 
Palestinian problem lies in a 
total Israeli withdrawal from 
the occupied territories and 
the total dismantling of all 
settlements on Palestinian 
land. 

The point that should be 
driven home into the interna- 
tional conscience is that re- 
gardless of the Sept. 13 
Israel-Palestine Liberation. 
Organisation (PLO), the feet 
remains that without con- 
crete moves towards a total 
elimination of Israeli pre- 
sence in the occupied terri- 
tories, there cannot be any 
hope for the peace process, 
now or ever. 
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. ^Violence against women rooted in 
Cultural values, economic conditions 



By Waleed Sadi 


Keilanj 


RECENTLY, the United 
Rations Commission on hu- 
man rights adopted a resolu- 
iSC °ry a; . f non calling for the appoint- 
e nee ded enent of a special rapporteur 
ona, SunryT 8 ^. on violence against women, 
'ho alwav^H %. The decision was hailed as an 
^limited Sa overdue and indespertsibie 
Hanciai in N measure in spite of the array 
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Against Women, the Con- 
vention on the Nationality of 
Married Women and the 
Convention bn the Political 
no nuT Rights of Women. This is not 
our gnjj to mention the International 
^*- , nai lo&. Covenant on Gvil and Poti- 
ow ® a canefm deal Rights and the Interna- 
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°ns now N 
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tionai Covenant on Econo- 
mic, Social and Cultural 
Rights,- the two umbrella 
treaties on human rights. 

So why take this yet addi- 
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demand ^1' tionai step to further the pro- 
Hmmste the teefion of women and the 
Middle Eaj, . promotion of their rights, 
rompt etireuto ^ answcr 0011,(1 ** sim P ,e: 
icresliketkjr ' despite all the human rights 


conventions and declarations 
on women, girls and women 
are still the subject of ex- 
treme cruelty and exploita- 
tion by men worldwide. It is 
axiomatic that women are 
more vulnerable than men 
when they walk to their 
viiian. in L homes, work or schools. 

rrltories is,* The > “* «•» les 5 P aid *° r 

equal work than their males 
counterparts, especially in 
the underdeveloped coun- 
tries. Girls are also forced 
into prostitution and made 
carriers of the HTV virus for 
Jife and recently have been 
used as an instrument of 
ethnic cleansing. Many 
societies still arbirarily select 
the sex of their children by 
• . ’<* 
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either genetic engineering or 
forceful miscarriages of 
female fetuses. The list of 
abuses against women is in- 
deed getting longer despite 
all the rhetoric to do some- 
thing about them. 

In a moving statement in 
the wake of the derision ro 
appoint a special rapporteur 
on violence against women, 
the U.S. representative to the 
ongoing session of the Hu- 
man Rights Commission 
Geraldine Ferraro reminded 
the participants that if the 
world is left more in the 
hands of women, there would 
be less wars and less violence. 
“It is not women who stand 
behind the heavy guns that 
shelled the markets of 
Sarajevo. It is not women 
leaders who trample down 
democracy in the world or 
bomb refugees camps," Mrs. 
Ferraro continued to say on 
the occasion. The moral of 
the U.S. representatives in- 
tervention is straight for- 
ward: Men and not women 
are responsible for the ills 
and misfortunes of the globe. 

Human Rights 
File 


To be sure, violence 
against girls and women is on 
the increase even in the most 
advanced countries and 
societies. There is also no 
doubt that females require 
more and more protection. It 
could even be true that 
women in places of lead- 
ership would make the world 
a safer and more sane place 
to live in. 

Yet it would be an over- 
simplification to think that 
more conventions and dec- 
larations would solve the 
problem altogether or fun- 
damentally change the status 
of females worldwide. 

A special rapporteur would 
naturally bring to better focus 
the continued cycle of vio- 


lence against women. Prob- 
ably when all the studies and 
debates are finished, a new 
treaty would be drafted and 
adopted on how to reverse 
the tide of violence and 
abuses against women. The 
latest edition on women 
rights would certainly help 
the cause of women across 
the board. As a matter of 
fact, since the introduction of 
specific treaties on girls and 
women, there has been a 
more concerted effort to en- 
hance their position. Still, in 
the final analysis, what mat- 
ters most is the cultural 
dimension of the equation in 
which the attitudes, miscon- 
ceptions and biases against 
women are deeply embed- 
ded. 

The actions against discri- 
mination and ill treatment of 
women of all ages obviously 
call for soul deansing and 
cultural purification from the 
current archiac exploitation 
and abuse of females. 

It would also seem that the 
ills of girls in many pans of 
the world have in part roots 
in economic factors. What 
drives or forces young teena- 
gers into prostitution in many 
countries of the world, espe- 
cially in the undeveloped 
countries, are abject poverty 
and economic deprivations. 

Girl prostitution in adv- 
anced societies have roots in 
other reasons such as break- 
down of family and an over- 
dose of personal freedoms 
that end up putting girls and 
women in so many vulnerable 
positions. 

The problem of violence 
against women, therefore, is 
multidimensional, touching 
upon many aspects of old and 
modem life. Depending on 
laws and regulations alone to 
eliminate the scourge would 
not do the job. Adopting 
stricter legally binding guide- 
lines would offer the legal 
regime to pursue the struggle 
against the exploitation and 
mistreatment of women. 
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Arafat dismisses Israeli ‘crackdown 


(Continued on page Si 


“The government took a 
very important step that signals 
a new way of dealing with 
extremist settlers." he said. 

The cabinet decisions "are 
appropriate in their gravity ro 
the gravity that the govern- 
ment is giving to that terrible 
and horrible incident ... on 
Friday," he said. 

The main target is Kach, a 
hard-core militant movement 
founded by Rabbi Meir 
Kuhane. He was assassinated 
in 1090. 

Mr. Sand said the govern- 
ment empowered the army to 
restrict settlers' movements in- 
side the territories, but stop- 
ped short of banishing them 
because of “legal problems " 

Israel army radio said five 
arrest warrants for unidentified 
extremist settlers have been 
issued. Another 15 unidenti- 
fied settlers will be issued with 
“restricting warrants" limiting 
their movements. 

Another 2U. also not named, 
will be disarmed, the radio 
reported. 

Officials said one extremist 
was arrested by police late 
Saturday, before the cabinet 
ordered the crackdown. Israel 
Radio identified him as Kach 
member Shmuei Ben-lshai, a 
settler. 

I lie radio said police had 
planned to arrest other Kach 
activists in Hebron and Kiryat 
Arba, a nearby Jewish settle- 
ment which is a hardliner 
stronghold. But the men had 
fled, apparently anticipating a 
crackdown. 

Israeli officials named one as 
Kach spokesman Naom Feder- 
man. He telephoned Israel 
Radio Sunday from an un- 
known location before the 
cabinet meeting ended and 
said: “I’m not hiding. I’m lour- 
ing Israel.” 

Before the cabinet met 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
said the Jewish extremists are 
“a disaster for the Jewish peo- 
ple. We need to take way from 
them every possibility of using 
arms. 

“Under no circumstances, 
will we give in to them or be 
scared of them.” 

The right-wing Likud 
; opposition bloc expressed sup- 


port for Mr. Rabin's labour-led 
government. 

The cabinet had been ex- 
pected to announce action 
against the Jewish radicals to 
prevent the PLO- Israel accord 
being derailed. 

Ahmad Tibi, an Israeli advi- 
sor to Mr. Arafat, said before 
the cabinet convened that the 
fate of the peace talks de- 
pended on the government 
proving "today that it is sincere 
in its desire to ... deal with this 
timebomb that is the settlers." 

“1 don’t think the detention 
of a few Kach men wil satisfy 
... without getting proper 
•answer today ... there will be a 
very heavy cloud over the 
negotiations and this will lead 
to a new period we will all 
regret, a period of bloodshed," 
he warned. 

In Tunis. Mr. Arafat assem- 
bled the PLO leadership Sun- 
day to decide whether to re- 
spond to the invitation by Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton to resume 
peace talks in Washington 
Wednesday. The Israelis have 
said they will go. 

PLO officials Say the Israeli 
measures concern unlv a few 
hardline settlers. 

"These are cosmetic mea- 
sures only aimed at containing 
the crisis rather than reaching 
real solutions to the existing 
teasion," Yasser Abed Rabho, 
head of the PLO information 
Department, told Reuters. 
“What is requested are mea- 
sures to stop ihe killing of 
Palestinian citizens.” 

He said the PLO security- 
requirements “exceeded by 
far" what the Israeli govern- 
ment was offering. 

"We cannot deal with this 
situation as long as the (Jew- 
ish) settlers continue to carry 
arms and have the right to fire 
at any citizen. We do not want 
every- Palestinian city to turn 
into another Sarajevo," he 
added. 

“A number of settlements 
that constitute a source of ter- 
rorism and murder must be 
abolished especially in Gaza 
and that of Kiryat Arba near 
Hebron. The settlers must be 
disarmed." he said. 

Mr. Arafat has put the mas- 
sacre death toll at b5 and called 
for an international inquiry, 
saying that Israeli soldiers were 
involved. The PLO also wants 


an international presence in 
the occupied territories ot help 
protect Palestinians. 

Mr. Arafat has in principle 
agreed to the call bv President 
Clinton to resume peace nego- 
tiations with Israel on the im- 
plementation of a self-rule 
peace deal in the Gaza Strip 
and the Wes: Bank town of 
Jericho. 

The invitation was handed to 
Mr. Arafat on Saturday by 
U.S Ambassador in Tunis 
John McCarthy. PLO sources 
said. 

But Mr. Arfat is demanding 
assurances and security mea- 
sures from Israel to protect 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories and disarmament of 
all the settlers in the West 
Bank and the G aza Strip. 

PLO chief negotiator Nabil 
Shaath said the two panics 
were about to sign the Gaza- 
Jcricho agreement before the 
Hebron massacre, but the 
Israeli cabinet decisions were 
inadequate and would not help 
the PLO take a decision on the 
peace process. 

“Unfortunately, these mea- 
sures will not be a serious 
support for any decision on the 
peace process," Dr. Shaath 
told Reuters after a meeting 
with Mr. Arafat. 

The PLO Executive Com- 
mittee was meeting Sunday 
night to discuss the U.S. invita- 
tion, PLO officials said. At 
least two of 12 active members 
of the lfc-sirong; committee 
decided on Sunday to ignore 
Mr. Arafat's call for an 
emergency meeting, saying it 
was be a cover to resume peace 
talks despite the massacre. 

Israel Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin Sunday tarred Isla- 
mic extremists with the same 
brush a* the Jewish settler who 
carried out the Hebron mos- 
que massacre but vowed to 
pursue the peace process. 

“The killer joined with the 
Hamas and the Islamic Jihad in 
the purpose to kill the peace 
negotiations." Mr. Rabin told 
the international conference of 
Jewish media. 

Mr. Rabin said it was 
"shameful’' that other people 
praised the carnage, even if 
they are a small minority. 

The prime minister under- 
lined his commitment to peace' 
and said the only way foward 
was to accelerate peace talks. 


Lebanon blast kills nine 


said in a television interview 
that investigators had not 
established the motive or iden- 
tified the culprits, but added 
security forces were hunting 
them down. 

“I think the aim is to disrupt 
government efforts to improve 
security conditions in Leba- 
non” Gen. Hasten said. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for the 
explosion in the Zouq Mikhael 
neighbourhood of Jounieh, 20 
kilometres north of Beirut. 

But Information Minister 
Michel Samaha claimed the 
attack was part of an Israeli 
"plot whose execution began 
with the massacre at the Ibra- 
himi Mosque in Hebron." 

“It is not a coincidence that 
whenever Israel finds itself iso- 
lated ... it resorts to such harsh 
actions," said Mr. Samaha. a 
Greek Catholic. 

Mr. Samaha, whose govern- 
ment supports the deployment 
in Lebanon of 40,000 Syrian 
troops which right-wing Maro- 
nites condemn, gave no details 
to support the charge. 

It was the first such attack on 
a church in Lebanon, which 
was plagued by bombings dur- 
ing its 1975-1990 war, and 
came just three months before 
a visit by Pope John Paul II. 

“This is an attempt to cover 
up for the Hebron massacre." 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
said after a visit to the bombed 


church, echoing Iran- ' 
radio which blamed _c. . - 
the attack. Mr. Merf cv i 
if there was any link ‘ 
the blast and the S« cr . 
sacre, told AFP: “there -.ouw 
be a link but we should wail for 
the results of the investiga- 
tion." 

Sami Ai Khaiib, who heads 
the Lebanese parliament's de- 
fence affairs committee, .-aid: 
— "the dark Israel: hands 
ried out the crime. ' 

Mr. Hariri said: "It k -j e jr 
that this crime aims to divert 
attention from the massacre in 
Hebron on Friday and it (the 
bombing) was done on a Sun- 
day in a church to give the 
wrong impression that in this re- 
gion Jews kill Muslim*! and Muslims 
kill Christians." 

Pope John Paul, due to visit 
Lebanon in May. condemned 
the blast as a crime against the 
country. Speaking in S:. Pe- 
ter's Square, the Pope also, 
condemned the Hebron mos- 
que massacre. 

The Pope :oid pilgrims and 
tourists in the square he was 
suffering together with Man> 
nite Christians over what he 
called “a crime that offends 
Lebanon and its noble tradi- 
tions." 

He prayed that God would 
spare Lebanon more mourn- 
ing. violence and suffering. He 
added: "This country has 
already suffered too much." 


Israelis kill bedouin 


(Continued on page 5) 

people from Hebron joined 
several hundred Israeli Arabs 
in the march to the mosque. 
Nervous soldiers shot at the 
crowd and fired tear-gas to 
break up demonstrators trying 
to enter the mosque, which has 
been closed since Friday. 

Young Palestinians fought 
Israeli troops all over the town, 
throwing stones and putting 
rocks in the roads to block 
army patrols. 

A group of masked teena- 
gers ran into the fray with 
stones in one hand and an 
onion. The onion fumes coun- 
teract the effects of tear-gas. 

Israeli President Ezer Weiz- 
man met Israeli-appointed 


town leaders in the morning to 
convey his condolences for the 
massacre. But relatives and 
most local leaders gathered in 
mourning a: the Hebron's 
graduates association refused 
to talk to him. 

The centre of town looked 
like a battlefield by mid- 
afternoon. its streets deserted 
except tor Israeli and Palesti- 
nian combatants. Women and 
children crowded onto the 
roofs of apartment blocks to 
watch the fighting. 

Ambulances threaded their 
way through the debns on the 
roads. Two driv ers at Mohair - 
mad Ali Hospital said Israeli 
settlers refused to lei them pass 
and threw stones at them. 


King reminds deputies of problems, urges them to shoulder responsibilities 


(Continued 
t make the responsible author- 
‘ ities in Israel reveal their real 
’■ intentions, whether they 
■ shoulder their responsibilities 
towards what happened and 
r take measures that would 
• contribute, to an extent, to 
= reassuring us that all that was 
exerted of efforts to bring 
about peace was worth it or 
not. 

"The problem did not start 
: with this massacre or ugly 
crime. It was preceded by the 
arcon at the Holy AI Aqsa 
Mosque, and before that 
attacks on holy places, in- 
cluding the Ibrahimi Mosque, 
and before that violations of 
the sanctity of holy Christian 
rites... 

"We are working on, in 
addition to all what you have 
known, adopting a stand that 
would have positive influ- 
ences, remembering that be- 
fore anything else our family, 
brethren and beloved people 
- are always on our minds. I 
heard some saying ‘let us 
withdraw from the negotiat- 
ing process.’' It is not our 
righr to discuss these things. 
It is true that I am talking to 
you as a human being whom 
you confide in along with all 
members of the one, big 
Jor danian family. As 3 confi- 
dent human being who also 
busts you all, I tell you that I 
hope all my brothers would 
give us a chance and support 
«... to enable us to with- 
stand the continuous and 
harsh pressures from all 
directions. 

"I hope that we would be 
at a high level of awareness 
and full of reserve and deter- 
mination to stand continuously 
as we did in the past, as one 
People who are determined 
not to bow except to God the 
Almighty. 

"We might face difficulties 
and pressures, as we have 
^encountered in our history, 
hut then I want every one to 
be psychologically prepared 
to stand with us and support 
us with our foreheads high to 
have the results we want. 

“Some people in this world 
act taking into their accounts 
the public opinion in Israel or 
here or there, as if we do not 
have a public opinion. We 
kU them ‘no, we have a 
public opinion and we have- 
; *0 educated and aware peo- 
ple, and we have the deter- 
I °ination and the ability to be 
steadfast and to withstand 
challenges together under the 
sun vis-a-vis all issues and 
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questions.’" 

"We alsos have the ability 
to control our passions 
through reason and to plan 
the features of our path to the 
future and to proceed 
together with full under- 
standing and cooperation as 
one hand and with one heart. 
We might differ over person- 
al judgements, but regarding 
our common interests, which 
are more important than all 
of us, we remain together 
under all circumstances and 
this is our way to respond to 
the public opinion. I believe I 
can read the pulse of this 
good people to which I be- 
long. And I ask you to always 
be with your country and 
with this march always and 
ever. 

“I will also brief you and 
be frank with you on all 
issues that I should tell you 
about... and you have the 
right naturally in the Lower 
House of Parliament to know 
everything and to contribute 
towards drawing the features 
of our path in the present and 
in the future. 

"To withdraw (from the 
peace process) or not is 
something we decide out of 
our convictions and within a 
framework of cooperation 
and coordination with our 
brethren in the Arab World. 
If we continue in the negotia- 
tions this would have a price 
and advantages that we hope 
would benefit our brothers 
and family. And if we with- 
draw' for consultations or 
withdraw for good, this 
would also benefit our causes 
and our future generations in 
the present as well as the 
future... 

"... When you were 
elected. I felt that voters had 
expressed their ambitions 
and hopes and I felt that they 
want you to work and to give 
as much as you can reason- 
ably, rationally and honestly. 
My hope was and will always 
be that you will attempt to let 
bygones be bygones. 

“I appealed to the govern- 
ment and to the House, rep- 
resented by its speaker and 
its members, when I met with 
them, and our brothers in the 
Senate, to coordinate 
together so as to make things 

proceed- (You have) issues 

that should be tackled de- 
licatelv and punctually, with 
keenness ro perform duty... 
and in the end people will 
judge our achievements... 

•if I may, as a brother, and 


not in my capacity regarding 
my duties, appeal to you all 
to rise above minor issues 
and personal clashes and to 
stop wasting time in a manner 
that results... in distorting the 
image... we should tolerate 
each other and every one of 
us and you should work to 
establish constant and new 
parliamentary traditions and 
norms so as to give the 
chance for those who would 
come after us to proceed On a 
path with clear features. 

“Even from the practical 
aspect, I do not think that the 
situation is sound because in 
every meeting of the House 
the whole government is pre- 
sent. If we take it this way, 
the government spends two 
days with the Lower House, 
one day with the Upper 
House and two days in 
Cabinet meetings. Does it 
have enough time to tackle 
public issues? 

“It is my belief that the 
ministers concerned in any 
issue discussed at the House, 
except for important issues of 
course, might stop having all 
the staff present. Through 
dialogue at a House session 
you might discuss the situa- 
tion to decide the best way 
for us to utilise our energies, 
capabilities and time in the 
best possible manner. 

“The official mediaa'renoi 
carrying out any specific role, 
and we would like to imply 
that our brothers are moving 
in this direction because the 
official media are taken as a 
government mass media 
while they are lost in most of 
the cases. So it should either 
be a government mass media 
that would propagate the 
government’s policy or we 
should find another formula. 

“We are now passing 
through a difficult situation 
and the suffering is con- 
tinuing, and pressures are ex- 
erted on us from all sides but 
we should face them with 
patience and determination. 
Even reactions towards what 
we have been facing in (he 
past should be well-studied 
and should have positive re- 
sults. 

"My question is: Would a 
(general) strike, for example, 
with all respects to the view 
of one of my brothers, in any 
way serve our people in the 
occupied territories, in Heb- 
ron. at the current stage: If. 
God forbid, we incite Senti- 
ments and one of our guests 
who is coming from any part 
of this world was harmed in 


this country, would it be hon- 
ourable for us while these 
people are in our homes, in 
our country as our guests?" 

King Hussein called on all 
citizens to intensify work and 
to allocate part of the earn- 
ings as a modest contribution 
to the brothers in Hebron. 

“Would if not be better for 
■ us instead of interrupting our 
work and business in Amman 
and elsewhere to work and 
lead our normal life and con- 
tribute part of our day's earn- 
ings to our brothers? 

"I wish that every one of us 
thinks about what to do to 
secure some resources that 
will eventually serve our in- 
terests and strengthen our 
march." 

The King called for logical 
and wise use of resources, 
particularly at these difficult 
times. “When we go home 
for example, why don’t we 
think of lightening only some 
of the electric lamps instead 
of lighting them all? And why 
do brothers or friends not 
share one car on their way to 
work and back home instead 
of using more than one car? 
The savings made by doing 
this will benefit us all.” 

In a reference to the issue 
of food and drugs, which was 
debated extensively at the 
Lower House, King Hussein 
called for coordination 
among the various parties 
concerned with food and 
drugs if the situation is to be 
dealt with properly and effec- 
tively. 

The King said this situation 
might recur in different parts 
of the world, adding that 
“industrialised countries do 
not worry too much to pro- 
duce goods for export en- 
joying the same specifications 
of those produced for their 
local consumption. 

"This demands that we 
control such imports proper- 
ly... We are not the first and 
will not be the last country 
where some shortcomings 
occur. However, such short- 
comings can be avoided 
through continuous control 
and monitoring. 

"Let’s look at the broader 
perspective. How many of 
you know that wc have 7,000 
narcotic addicts, as interna- 
tional statistics compiled by 
international bodies sug- 
gest?” the King asked. 

He called for remedying 
this situation by embarking 
on strict measures against 
traffickers and by estab- 
lishing rehabilitation centres 


for the addicts. 

"To be ashamed of this 
and keep silent about it is a 
mistake that we should not 
condone neither for ourselves 
nor for our sons whom we 
send to study abroad," he 
■said. 

The King said Jordan could 
embrace democracy and pro- 
vide ail the means for it to 
thrive so that it will become a 
model to be emulated by 
other countries. 

The King stressed the im- 
portance of shura (consulta- 
tion) and cooperation in lead- 
ing Jordan's march. 

“It was always on my 
mind, and I have suggested to 
my brothers, to coordinate 
while discussing any draft law 
in all of the siages it is going 
through... This mechanism. I 
believe, L; non-existent in a 
satisfactory manner and I im- 
plore God t?»e Almighty to let 
us have a normal situation. 

He noted that Jordan had 
reportedly called for an Arab 
summit and for enhancing 
inter-Arab cooperation. 

“We have been in the fore- 
front of those calling for an 
Arab summit and inter-Arab 
cooperation and we will con- - 
tinue to do so. I have never 
considered my differences 
with anybody here or else- 
where a personal difference. 
We sometimes differ in our 
opinions and judgements... 
(leading to) even an offence 
which sometimes takes the 
form of a conspiracy involv- 
ing an assassination attempt. 

I have never considered such 
offences as personal... One 
should rise above such things 
because when one is in such a 
position and assumes such 
responsibilities, he should 
rise above all these differ- 
ences." 

King Hussein praised the 
General Intelligence, the 
Public Security and Armed 
Forces, saying that their de- 
dication and hard work were 
behind the security and sta- 
bility Jordan enjoys. 

"The General Intelligence 
Department is not against 
anybody in this country... it 
seeks to protect all citizens 
and is working hard to pro- 
tect them in the face of gigan- 
tic apparata with great poten- 
tials and in the most danger- 
ous parts of the Arab 
World," 

The King lauded the Jorda- 
nian Armed Forces and Pub- 
lic Security saying that they 
had become the object of 
respect and appreciation of 
the world. 


"Instead of inviting foreign 
forces to station here or there 
to maintain peace and secur- 
ity we are now playing this 
role to prevent evildoing in 
Europe and elsewhere," he 
pointed out. 

“Our youth in Yemen are 
now trying to strengthen the 
pillars of the agreement 
which was approved by the 
various Yemeni parties and 
leaderships and signed here 
in Amman. They are there to 
oversee the implementation 
of the agreement aimed at 
ending an internal crisis in 
Yemen," he said. 

King Hussein called on de- 
puties to direct special atten- 
tion to environmental pollu- 
tion instead of spending time 
on discussing marginal things 
and engaging in personal dif- 
ferences. 

The King referred to the 
pollution in Fuheis. saying 
Prince Abdullah and his 
grand-daughter Princess 
Jumana were suffering from 
asthma because of the smoke 
and dust emanating from the 
Fuheis cement factory. 

“It is high time to think of 
our people who are suffering 
from this situation,” the King 
said. 

King Hussein asked the 
deputies to discuss such 
issues as water pollution and 
treatment and other issues. 

"Why don’t we think how 
to prevent leakage of indust- 
rial waste to our water 
dams?... Do I have to raise 
these issues or do you think 
you should raise them?" the 
King asked. 

King Hussein criticised 
“attempts to offend the coun- 
try and to underestimate its 
achievements." 

"Nobody talks about the 
good news but we dig into 
what we think is a mistake... 
Had our criticism been in 
place and valid then it is all 
right... but if it is not right, 
why are we attempting to 
depress ourselves and our 
own people?" he said. 

The King said the resump- 
tion of parliamentary and 
democratic life in Jordan was 
not the outcome of public 
pressures by any party but 
was prompted by a political 
decision. 

“We wanted democracy to 
be a trust that we pass over to 
the future generations to 
maintain and safeguard... we 
wanted this country* to be an 
example and ideal for 
orhers,” he said. 


‘Soldiers opened fire outside’ 


(Continued 

One other soldier who was 
also outside also fired two 
shots into the air, fearing his 
comrades were in danger. 

In a report Saturday. Israeli 
Television military correspon- 
dent Alon Ben David, quoting 
army sources, said two soldiers 
rushed into the mosque as the 
worshippers were overpower- 
ing the gunman, who was 
wearing his army uniform. 

Seeing a unified Israeli 
arracked by Palestinians, the 
soldiers fired their weapons. 
Ben David said. 

In the aftermath, troops out- 
side the complex opened fire 
on between 1.000 and 2,000 
Palestinians who pelted rocks 
and a molotov cocktail at 
them. 

Eight soldiers fired. Two 
more Palestinians were killed 
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and between 10 j nd 13 
others wounded. 

The report did no’, specify 
how Goldstein died hut Israel 
television said a Palestinian 
knocked him down with a fire 
extinguisher and other wor- 
shippers finished him off with 
iron rods. It wa» not clear 
where the rods came from. 

Witnesses said Goldstein 
also threw at least three gre- 
nades and doctors said wounds 
sustained by some of the 
scores injured supported that. 

Palestinian taxi-driver 
Ashraf Mitzab said troops fired 
tear-gas and then li\e bullets 
after Goldstein opened up. 

“People tried to run awav 
but soldiers came into the mos- 
que and used :ear-g^s at the 
entrance and also opened fire 
at people." he said. 


House rejects move 


(Continued from page 1) 


I / 


immensely in their shops. Giv- 
ing landlords the right to evict 
them at the end of the lease 
would result in great losses for 
them and hurt the economy, he 
said. 

During Sunday's session, the 
House voted in favour of the 
recommendations of a special 
panne! to reject the contesta- 
tions of the elections results in 
the founh and fifth districts of 
Amman. 

Several candidates had pro- 
tested the results of the Nov. S 
parliamentary elections in 
these two constituencies, 
claiming that many irregular- 
ities, including failure to count 
the ballots in some ballot 
boxes, occurred during the 
polls. 

But the committee said it 
found no such irregularities af- 
ter listening to witnesses and 
recounting some ballot boxes it 
randomly selected. It said it 
found no reason to doubt the 
accuracy of the election re- 
sults. 

The House accepted the 
withdrawal of a contestation of 
the election results in the Sixth 
District and formed a new 
committee to look in to the 
contestation of the polls results 
in the Balqa Govemoraie. 

A committee which was ear- 
lier set up for this purpose 
resigned after the House 
turned down its recommenda- 
tion to reject the contestation. 

The House referred to its 
Judiciary Committee a request 
by the Amman Court of First 
Instance to lift the parliamen- 


tary immunity or Islamic Ac- 
tion Front deputies Hamzeh 
Mansour, Abdul Rahim A. 
Akour and Mohammad <»/• 
Owaiiia. 

Hie court made the request -l c 
in order to look into charges 
raised against the three legisb 
tors by former spokesman of 
the lAF Ziad Abu Ghanimeh 
who is suing them for slander. 

Mr. Abu Ghanimeh. who 
resigned from the lAF in pro- 
test. claims the three lAF 
members insulted him during a 
meeting of the lAF about two 
months ago. 

Meanwhile, the Judiciary 
Committee voted against lift- 
ing the immunity from Deputy 
Jamal AI Khreisha whom 
Legislator Toujan Faisal ac- 
cuses of having insulted lr 
and her Circassian c^. i; mii:;;. v 
during a meeting of a Hous' 
committee this month. 

Parliamentary sources ex- 
pect the House to endorse the 
decision of the Judicial Cn»r- 
mittee with a strong majority 
after most deputies were alien- 
ated by the way Ms. Faisai has 
been dealing with the legist, 
lure. 

Th sources also expected the 
House to vote against lifting 
the immunity from IAF 
puties who would reject lifting 
the immunity from Mr. 
Khreisha. 

The president of the Judici- 
ary Committee said the House 
w as expected to take a vote on 
the motion to lift the immunity 
from Mr. Khreisha in its next 
session in Wednesdav. 
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^orld borrowing hits record $811 billion in ’93 


’ ‘ -if?) — Bonowing 
Ci. capital markets 
j* ' ' '!• . :•;> --laird to a record 

‘-st year, with a 
ru .. — miss issues by 

A -■.* - Latin American 

spun .7*. > Costing developing 
■ rs.-c.~s market funding to an 
VT-.*:r..’ r.,/n of SS4 billion, the 
. 7D said Sunday. 

Overall borrowing rose by 
3? per cent from $610 billion in 
T.f.rkmg the sharpest 
,year-osi-)i.ar increase since 
■f9S6. and activity is likely to 
remain brisk in the period 
ahead, the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development iOECDi said. 

; . The spectacular expansion 
. Streamed from a S J 50 billion 
; nse in borrowing at OECD 
countries ami vigorous re- 
"course to the markets by dyna- 
mic Asian economies and 
La -in American countries led 
; by Mexico. Brazil and Argenti- 
na, according to an OECD 
survey of financial market 
trends, published three times a 
year. 

Aim .os: ail m.&rlcet compart- 
ments showed strong growth in 
C393, with ro -- - s ?t borrowing, 
after redemption o 7 securities 
and refrrcrtcing of bant; loans, 
.reaching ar. esiim-ted S340 bil- 
lion against around ?240 billion 
a year earlier. 

Bond markets, which have 


taken a beating in the past 
month, led the field with gross 
issues at an all-time record of 
£481 billion, an increase of 
$147 billion over the 1992 
level. 

Next issuance, taking rede- 
mption into account, reached 
$198 billion, about S40 billion 
more than the previous high 
recorded in 1991. 

The survey reported sharp 
advances in floating-rate notes 
(FRNs) and equity-linked 
bonds, and noted that total 
issues of international equities 
hit a 'new high, at S41 billion 
against $24 billion in 1992. 
partly reflecting privatisation 
operations. 

Medium-term borrowing 
facilities, including Euro- 
notes. also showed robust 
growth, with announcements 
of new facilities approaching 
$160 billion. 

Syndicated bank lending, on 
the other hand, recorded only 
a moderate 10 per cent rise to 
$130 billion after two years of 
stagnation, but much of last 
year's business reflected re- 
financing. 

The survey also said secon- 
dary market turnover in 
straight bonds reached an esti- 
mated record $4.3 trillion 
($4,300 billion) last year, while 
that of FRNs topped $] . l tril- 
lion. 


OECD countries raised $691 
billion or some 85 per cent of 
:he total volume of borrowing 
— their lowest percentage 
share since 1985 — against 
$536 billion in 1992, with the 
United States and Japan still 
topping the league of major 
borrowers. 

U.S. and Japanese residents 
raised respectively $125 billion 
and $85 billion, up from $95 
billion and $76 billion in 1992. 
the survey showed. 

Germany more than dou- 
bled it borrowing at $65 billion 
against $28 billion in 1992, 
followed by France at $58 bil- 
lion (up from $42.5 billion). 
Britain $51 billion (down from 
$71 billion) and Canada $39 
billion (up from $330 billion). 

Developing countries as a 
group nearely doubled their 
recourse to private market 
financing, raising $84.5 billion 
against $47.3 billion in 1992, 
and increasing their share of 
the markets to 10.4 per cent 
from 7.8 per cent two years 
ago. 

Worries about the credit- 
worthiness of eastern Europe's 
post-communist economies 
continued to limit this group's 
access to commercial markets. 

But Hungary and to a lesser 
extent Czech Republic and 
Slovakia accounted for a four- 
fold increase to $6.2 billion in 


borrowing by the region. 

The report said some, but 
not all the factors that under- 
pinned last year’s spectacular 
expansion of business were 
likely to persist in the months 
ahead. 

It said substantial borrowing 
was likely this year to refinance 
debt, in particular in the corpo- 
rate sector. 

Non-financial industry could 
be cautious about new market- 
based financing, but equity 
issues were likely to be sub- 
stantial if major stock markets' 
performance remained strong. 

Banks will continue to bor- 
row heavily, especially in 
FRNs which qualify as capital 
under prudential regulations. 

Developing countries with 
improved credit ratings and 
growth prospects were also 
likely to remain active int he 
markets, but Western govern- 
ments might borrow less, hav- 
ing largely restored their fore- 
ign exchange reserves, after 
the currency upheavals of the 
past 18 months. 

ECU remains out of favour 

The latest OECD financial 
markets report said the ECU 
(European Currency Unit), a 
rising star in world bond trad- 
ing from the late 1980s. failed 


last year to regain any of the 
ground it lost in the 1992 Euro- 
pean exchange rate mechanism 
(ERM) crisis. 

The report showed that in- 
ternational bond issues in ECU 
fell back shaiply in 1993 to a 
modest 6.1 billion ECU from 
26 billion in 1991 and 17.1 
billion in 1992, when mid-year 
monerary turbulence virtually 
paralysed the ECU market in 
the second half. 

Last year's volume was bare- 
ly half the 1989-90 figures of 
11.4 billion and 14.1 billion 
ECU. 

Apart from European Union 
institutions, which floated 
ECU bonds worth 2.6 billion 
ECU last year, the only signifi- 
cant borrowers in this market 
were Sweden (1.1 billion 
ECU), France (600 million) 
and Finland (500 million). 

The ECU market recovered 
somewhat early last year, but 
contracted after last August's 
renewed ERM crisis. It began 
picking up slowly toward year- 
end. a trend that appears to 
have continued early this year. 

However, the OECD noted, 
for the moment, institutional 
investors — including pension 
funds and the like — “do not 
seem to be coming back in 
strength" to invest in ECU 
paper. 


China ahead in Asia 

According to OECD figures, 
China confirmed its position as 
a major player in the interna- 
tional capital markets last year 
with a foray into the fast- 
expanding market for new in- 
ternational equity placements. 

Chinese residents issued 
equities worth $1.2 billion, 
one-quarter of all Asian issues, 
which rose by 250 per cent to 
S4.6 billion from $1.8 billion in 
1992. 

China at the same time re- 
mained Asia's largest borrower 
in the syndicated bank credit 
sector, with loans totalling $3.6 
billion, against $2.7 billion in 
1992. 

China's share was almost 
one-quarter of total bank lend- 
ing to Asia, which rose by 30 
per cent to $15.4 billion. 

In the bond market, too. 
Chinese residents remained 
among the major players, rais- 
ing $3 billion, which put the 
total raised by China in the 
these three sectors at $7.8 bil- 
lion. 

The biggest borrowers were 
Hong Kong with $9.1 billion — 
including bonds worth $6.2 bil- 
lion. syndicated loans totalling 
$2 billion and equity issues of 
$900 million — followed by 
South Korea ($5.9 billion. $1.9 
billion and $400 million). 
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The 


ali said they 


could not ignore the latest 
trend, but Bank of England 
Governor Eddie George, 
echoing the views of his col- 
leagues, said, “the general 
sentiment was that this is 
essentially a market correc- 
tion." 

One of the many triggers for 
the recen: weakeness on world 
bond markets was the U.S. 
decision in early February to 
nudge short-term interest rates 
higher for the first time in five 
years, in response to the 
burgeoning U.S. recovery. 

Bundesbank President Hans 
Tietmeyer said the U.S. side 
had made clear that despite the 
slight monetary tightening it 
did not believe 'a major upsure 
in inflation was likely. Bond 
markets would soon calm 
down. 

But Saturday's meeting 
failed to yield any progress on 
another cause of recent finan- 
cial market gloom — a bitter 
row over trade between the 
United States and Japan. 

The dispute has led to cur- 
rency market upheavals, 
pushing the dollar into a tail- 
spin against the yen and forc- 
ing big investors to cover losses 
by selling bonds on a massive 
scale. 

Mr. Bentsen said bilateral 
talks with Japanese Finance 
Minister Hirohisa Fujii had not 
produced any fresh initiatives 
to ease the trade tensions. 
“There was nothing new." he 
said. 

Dealers will also want to 
know if the G-7’s commitment 
to currency cooperation means 


the group will act t curb the 
yen’s strength, whrih is pum- 
melling Japan's already weak 
economy. 

However. Japan did at least 
receive an assurance at the 
meeting that its G-7 partners 
would not try to solve the 
problem of Tokyo's huge trade 
surpluses by actively driving up 
the yen. 

•‘The G-7 agreed it would be 
stupid to try a rebalancing 
through changes in exchange 
rates." Italian treasury Minis- 
ter Piero Bamicci said. “The 
only policy is Japanese 
growth.” 

Mr. Bentsen continued to 
urge Japan to do more to 
reduce its foreign surpluses by 
strengthening domestic de- 
mand. 

His call on Europe to con- 
tinue the trend towards lower 
interest rates was uncontrover- 
sial and markets will be re- 
lieved that there was no major 
U.S.-German row at the meet- 
ing over the Bundesbank's cau- 
tion about easing monetary 
policy. 

The Bundesbank's Tiet- 
meyer said he had made no 
commitment to G-7 partners 
about following up a discount 
rate cut 10 days agq with a 
reduction in more important 
money market rates. 

But economists say there is 
no doubt that lower market 
rates are on the way. 

Mr. Tietmeyer told journal- 
ists: "(German) monetary poli- 
cy found full approval in the 
circle of the G-7 members. 
There was no criticism." 


West frets about reform 

Russia aspires to G-7 role 


KRONBERG, Germany (R) 
— Russia believes it can win a 
seat alongside leading Western 
industrialised nations, but 
richer countries expressed 
strong concern at a weekend 
Group of Seven (G-7) ministe- 
rial meeting about the state of 
reform there. 

Economics Minister Alexan- 
der Shokhin told reporters 
Russia did not formally seek a 
place at the G-7 table with the 
United States. Japan, Ger- 
many, France, Britain, Italy 
and Canada. 

But he added: “If we work 
with the G-7 on a day-to-day 
basis.. .we will step-by-step cre- 
ate a real G-8.” 

Mr. Shokhin said Moscow’s 
help in persuading Bosnia's 
Serbs to pull back from 
Sarajevo had proved its politic- 
al clout. 

“The Western economic na- 
tions and Russia must get to 
the point where they link this 
role of Russia as a superpower 
with the economic potential of 
the West,” he said. 

But Mr. Shokhin. speaking 
after a meeting of finance 
ministers and central bank 
chiefs in the Taunus hills near 
Frankfurt, admitted that the 
political situation at home was 
difficult. G-7 ministers said 
they were worried about re- 
forms so far. 

“The G-7 ministers and cen- 
tral bank governors... express- 
ed concern about the lack of 
progress in stabilising the 
(Russian) economy," a state- 
ment issued after the meeting 
said. 

Russia has been promised 


billions qf dollars of Western 
help to rebuild its economy in 
the two years since it launched 
reforms aimed at creating a 
Western-style free-market sys- 
tem. 

But domestic industrial pro- 
duction has fallen sharply since 
reforms began. Inflation re- 
mains stubbornly high, 
reaching a monthly rate of 22 
per cent in January. 

And, Russia, once viewed as 
a highly reliable borrower, has 
been forced to reschedule its 
debts, securing extra time to 
repay $80 billion owed to 
Western states and banks. 

The G-7. which meets reg- 
ularly to debate world econo- 
mic issues. Saturday urged 
Moscow to accelerate reform 
and reduce inflation, the 
budget deficit and state credits. 

“Vigorous economic reform 
is the only viable course for 
securing the benefits of a free 
market economy,” it said. 

The statement said success 
in winning new loans from the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) could open the door to a 
big new debt rescheduling 
deal. 

But new IMF loans — either 
a full stand-by facility or the 
second tranche of a special 
IMF fund designed to help 
countries of the former Soviet 
Union move to a market eco- 
nomy — can only be granted if 
Russia shows it means business 
on reform. 

Russian officials at the 
weekend meeting promised to 
bring month-on-month infla- 
tion down to seven or nine per 
cent by year’s end. but they 


gave few details of how this 
could be achieved. 

Acting Finance Minister 
Sergei Dubinin said both 
monetary and non-monetary 
methods could be used to bring 
inflation down. 

The former included con- 
trols over money supply, the 
budget deficit and central bank 
credits to commercial banks. 
Non-monetary methods could 
include tighter controls on 
minimum wages, an idea sup- 
ported by G-7 finance minis- 
ters. 

“We (Russia and the G-7) 
have a mutual understanding 
of the main key targets of our 
economic policy — this is the 
policy of financial stabilisa- 
tion," Mr: Dubinin said. 

Central bank chairman Vik- 
tor Gerashchenko said Russia 
would hold talks with commer- 
cial bank creditors this 
weekend but Frankfurt bank- 
ers did not expect a break- 
through. 

“Things have been stalled 
for a long time on technical 
issues and I cannot see any- 
thing sensational at the mo- 
ment,'* said one. “Conditions 
in Russia are such that there is 
not really any desire to make 
any new concessions right 
now." 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Lloyd Bentsen said the G-7 
wanted the IMF and the World 
Bank to be sure economic re- 
forms in Russia were advanc- 
ing before lending Russia more 
money. 

But he said they also wanted 
the IMF to “understand the 
political realities of reform.” 
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i 

Now. arrange ihe circled tellers lo 
lorm (he surprise answer, as sug- 
gesirt By the above canoon. 
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Answer The miner Struck Uus — 



MOW DO I LOOK? fM 60IN6 
DOWN TO HAVE MY PICTURE 
TAKEN WITH SANTA CLAU5.. 

> 




I think you're either 

ABOUT THREE WEEKS TOO 
LATE OR MAYBE ELEVEN 
MONTHS TOO EARLY.. 


i'll so now. And be 

THE FIRST ONE IN LINE 




Andy Capp 





MR. JEFF, iM A REPORTER 
FROM THE DAILY WrtlRLJ 
THERE ARE RUMORS THAT- 
YOU SUDDENLY BECAME _ 
WCALTrtYJS THAT TRUE? 



JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28, Uft| 

GATT starts last lap for 
world trade treaty 


GENEVA (R) — GATT offi- 
cials and diplomats move this 
week into the last lap on the 
long road to the signing of a 
new international trade treaty. 

The last major hurdle was 
cleared at the weekend as the 
United States and Japan ended 
a two-week standoff and fol- 
lowed the European Union 
(EU) and Canada in submit- 
ting their final tariff-cutting 
schedules on goods to the trade 
watchdog body. 

With the big four's schedules 
— lists of thousands of items 
and the new tariff rates under 
which they will be traded — on 
the table, other participants in 
the 118-nation Uruguay Round 
are expected to turn into theirs 
within the next few days. 

This will unblock the pain- 
staking verification process 
under which each and every 
country in the seven-year 
negotiations, which formally 
ended on Dec. 15, study the 
lists to ensure what they 
thought they had been offered 
was in fact included. 

Once this process is com- 
pleted, and presuming there 
are no more bitches, the sche- 
dules in many thousands of 
pages will be added to the 
round's final act for formal 
signature by ministers in Mar- 
rakesh, Morocco, in mid- 
April. 

After that, its last test will 
come later in the year when a 
fractious U.S. Congress, al- 
ways vigilant on trade issues, 
votes on whether to pass it into 
American law. 

In Geneva for the past 
month, negotiators who 
thought the deal had been clin- 
ched in December watched 
nervously as once again squab- 
bling among the four big pow- 
ers, the so-called quad, cast a 
shadow over the round. 

Originally due to have been 


completed in December 1990, 
the negotiations dragged on for 
a further three years largely 
due to discord between the EU 
and the United States over 
what level of farm subsidies 
should be allowed. 

When the round was gavel- 
led to a close by GATT chief 
Peter Sutherland, whose 45- 
year-old General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
had supervised the negotia- 
tions, there w..s little sign amid 
the euphoria that more squab- 
bles lay ahead. 

There appeared to be a tacit 
agreement among the quad, 
who as the major traders set 
the tone for the overall accord, 
thar tariff offers informally 
tabled then were final — with 
the proviso, that they could be 
improved by mutual agree- 
ment. 

But in January the United 
States signalled unhappiness 
with openings offered by 
Japan, insisting that the U.S. 
offers had been conditional on 
Tokyo creating wider openings 
for copper, wood, leather foot- 
wear, white spirits and electro- 
nics. 

Therefore U.S. officials 
said, some of the tariffs they 
had considered in December 
would have to be adjusted. 

Mr. Sutherland himself had 
set Feb. 15 as the deadline for 
completion of the schedules, 
but the date came and went as 
Washington and Tokyo man- 
ouevred, locked in a mounting 
bilateral trade dispute that 
nominally lies outside the 
round framework. 

A senior Japanese official, 
clearly angered by published 
assertions from an American 
counterpart that Japan was to 
blame for the delay, accused 
the United States of betrayal of 
trust in pulling back from its 
December offers. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY FEBRUARY 28, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologei, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
You have important work now 
that should not be neglected for 
some passing pleasure. Difficult 
aspects this evening in the form 
of Moon square Neptune ’ and 
Uranus make it hard for you to 
concentrate. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You now know how to improve 
existing conditions at your home 
and get excellent results. Stay 
within your budget or you will be 
short of money. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Attend to important routines 
early in the day and accomplish a 
great deal. Show more under- 
standing for associates or there 
could be problems. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Find out what your true financial 
status is, and then do what is 
necessary to bring greater abund- 
ance. Perseverance pays off now. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Get an early start on 
important business matters so 
you’U have time for recreation 
later. Pay vita] bills that have 
come up. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Study personal aspects of your 
life and figure out the proper way 
to improve them. Strive for in- 
creased happiness in your per- 
sonal life. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Gain the cooperation of 
good friends for a personal in- 
terest you have in mind. Obtain 


data you need from the right 
sources for a current projecL 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber; 22) Look to a higher-up for 
-support you need in order to 
furtjipr your career. Take no 
risks where your personal health 
is concerned at this rime. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Figure out a prac- 
tical way tbat could give yon 
added income in the future. Fol- 
low die advice of a financial 
expert and you will have much 
success. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Be sure to keep 
promises made as the new week 
starts. Sidestep one who may 
have an eye on your assets or you 
will be left with a hole in your 
pocket. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) An associate who is 
upset may try to pressure you 
into something that is not to jvur 
liking. Put your foot down and 
resist or trouble follows. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Attend to impor- 
tant duties eariy and show your 
efficiency in handling them. 
Show increased loyalty to tbc 
one you love and benefits wfll 
abound. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Investigating a new outlet 
now could be profitable to you in 
the future. Contact higher-ups 
and gain the backing you need 
for that special project. 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 
l Baseball s Ty 
5 Farm measures 
ID Kind ol milk 
M Medicinal plan i 
IS Dan 

>6 Sandwich type 

1 7 Ceremony 

18 Come bigwigs 
20 Polka — 

2r Pan of no 

22 — Park. 
Colorado 

23 Overweghi 
25 Miami 

baskeioall ieam 
27 Brief lime 
29 Thai can be 
earned 

33 Jar 

34 Helix 

36 Ear. prel 

37 Hollywood's 
Eastwood 

39 Periods of 
prosperity 

40 Ltty family plant 

42 Relation 

43 Resting 

45 Uses the slopes 
47 Type oi grape 
49 Tenant 

51 M Lacosie 

52 Core 

53 Garment worn 
unoer armor 

56 The Bard s kmg 

57 L-hfil- 

60 PariwL 

63 Dossier 

64 Eternal City 

65 Seaweeds 

66 Vkarbiy 

67 Had debts 

68 Laborers 

69 Ruler 

Ofl-VN 

1 King: . . 

2 Hodge, 

3 Final hgfrv - 

4 Social 

5 Certifies 

6 Hag 

7 Ready io pen 

aoedine 

9 Var: expanse 
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10 California peak 

11 Clark — 
(Superman] 

1? Dies — 

13 Bryophyle 
19 In a ecKuth way 

21 Actor Ve*een 

24 Pinto, e.g. 

25 Pinto, e.g 

26 Time penoa 

27 Treats with 
ridicule 

28 Stan s pal 

29 Calumet and 
meersenaum 

30 Clandestine 

31 Port Saint — . 
Fta. 

32 Clean me state 

35 Beat 

38 Gift 

41 Obsolete 
monogram 

44 Lawmaker: 
abbr. 

*5 Makes happy 

48 Buzzed 


_ Yestenfay's 


rannn HHann n 

niman raoRBD n 

0G0 JS dd nan 
fiHDQ nnnn 
ranooBu mania 

n5SFi-iH2 nn 

nan 

Sant* 


KRHH bbodd v 
Bang oniann r 


50 Audience Sa 

52 Write one 59 

53 H*ir style 81 

aa 

55 Large volume 

56 Certain symbol 83 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(February 21 - February 25, 1994) 

AMMAN — The dollar depreciated slightly against sterling as , 
it ended 0,44 per cent lower against it at the end of last week, 
while it stabilised against the murk and the yen. ! 

As the New York foreign exchange market was dosed for an 
offitial holiday, the U.S. unit rose sharply against the mark 
and modestly against other major currendes in Tokyo Mon- 
day. The dollar was affected positively against the yen by 1 
continuous intervention by the Bank of Japan to stem the 
recent rise experienced of its currency against the dollar. ! 

Furthermore, the dollar appreciated against the Japanese 
currency on short covering by American dealers, and after a 
Japan Renewal Party representative, and a senior Figure in the 
ruling coalition, said that Japan might accept targets if the 
U.S. promised not to impose sanctions. Meanwhile, most 
expectations were that the U.S. unit will not continue its rise 
against the yen in view of no progress in the U.S.-Japan trade 
dispute. 

On Tuesday, however, the dollar declined modestly against 
other major currendes after a speech by the Fed chairman 
before the banking subcommittee of the U.S. Congress. The 
chairman gave no hints in his speech of another interest rate 
hike in the near term. However, he said that the short term 
real interest rates are more likely to rise than fall. The dollar 
was also negatively affected by the release of negative U.S. 
economic reports. 

Meanwhile, the dollar retreated against the mark on 
rumours that European central banks intervened in the market 
selling dollars at the 1 .73 marks level, and also on proftttaking. 

On the other hand, the dollar was affected negatively against 
the yen in view of concern over investors unloading dollar 
denominated securities, after the deadlock in trade talks 
between Japan and the U.S. 

The dollar rose modestly against the mark Wednesday, 
while rising slightly against the yen and sterling. This hap- 
pened despite rumours that some exporters took short 
positions on the U.S. unit at the 106 level, causing reluctance 
among many market participants over taking long positions on 
it. Meanwhile, the dollar was little affected by a statement 
from one of the Fed's governors who said that the central bank 
might tighten its monetary policy if there was any indication of 
price acceleration. ... 

Earlier that Wednesday during European trading hours, the 
dollar appreciated to reach 106.55 yen on rumours that the 
Japanese government and the U.S. administration agreed to 
target 110 yen as the new level of the exchange rate. Also, it 
appreciated against the yen in view of rumours that the Bank 
of England intervened for the Bank of Japan to support the 
U.S. unit against the ven. However, the first rumour was 
denied by officials in both countries, while the second was 
never confirmed. Hence, the dollar fell against the yen later in 
Europe, and continued its retreat in New York to close below 
its highest level for the day. 

On Thursday, however, the dollar witnessed a relapse. Jlte 
U.S. unit rose sharply to reach 1.7410 marks during trading 
hours, after the release of U.S. January durable goods orders 
which showed an increase to 3.7 per cent, compared to 
expectations of a one per cent increase. However, the dollar 
later retreated sharplv on news that most of the increase was in 
the transportation sector, and that without this sector the 
increase will be a slight 0.3 per cent. 

The dollar continued its decline against other major 
currencies Friday on booksquanng ahead of the G-7 meeting 
on the weekend. Japan was expected to ask the other G-7 
members to intervene by stemming the rise of 

in< Iif the meantime; 0 l ^^ ,r |a Ir ^' a ^^ crct y^c ne ^c^'who a wid 
the ven in view of a new statement by a U.S. official who said 

that' Japan did not meet its pledge to cJeariy cut its trade 
surplus with the U.S. The dollar was also ; affected 
by the recent decline in American stock and bond prices, 
despite its earlier slight rise that day in view of a suiiement^y 
one of the Fed's governors who said that the ea.no . 

TSh'rha'r. b hlTdE? re . re a. .gains, .he ntarlt « 

in view of recent labour problems in Gen ]J?" l ^‘[ e 

on the Bundesbank monetary P 0 ' 1 ^ Sven ' while sterlinc 
ended the week at 1.7110 marks and 104.SU >*n. *nilc sterling 

ended it at 1.4865. 


FRANKFURT (Rl - Ger- 
many. struggling to emerge 
from recession, faces fresh un- 
rest on the labour from when 
public service workers begin token 
strikes from Monday. 

Mass walk-outs by st.iff in 
the key engineering sector in 
recent weeks over pay and 
benefits have denied hopes of 
recovery and now the main 
public service unions, die 
OETV and DAG. plan to call 
workers out in short stoppages 
for simitar reasons. 

The OETV, which in 
plunged Germany into chans 
with an il*duy strike, said all 
public services “from waste 
collection to adminisiiation” 
would he disrupted this week 

Small-scale action aiming 
postal workers began Satur- 
day. 

The public workers* protests 
begin just as a tour-week cam- 
paign of much larger stoppages 
at engineering firms organised 
by ihc I.Ci. Metal Union seems 
set to become a full-hlown 
strike. 

About 1 (XI, (k Ki workers in 
the northern Mate of Lower 
Saxony are being asked to vote 
this week on the strike call, it a 
majority favours action, a 
strike could start there on 
March 7. 

Engineering workers roo are 
Fighting to avoid .« wage freeze 
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Iff RcM.'Jl Ci i ! it |s*‘d "lie un- 
ions’ plans, iclht !lie niass- 

circulation Htld new -.paper. 

"Anyone v.ho mmI.i-% i« dir 
vurreiV. diltiuill situation wil- 
fully ir.unplinc *-n ike sprout- 
ing shoos s oi economic kv.iv- 
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He urged empiovcis said or: 
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ROTTERDAM. Neihcrland 
(AP; — The Anglo- Dutch 
food and consumer products 
gian: Unilever has announced 
plans to scrap 7,500 jobs in a 
1.37 billion guilder (57Lt6 mil- 
lion I resrructur.ru;. 

The company, one of the 
world's iarvcM consumer pro- 
ducts firms, said net profit, 
dragged down h> the extraor- 
dinary large restructuring 
charge, felt V.i per cert: in 1993 
despite a 1.4 percent growth in 
sales. 

The firm registered net pro- 
fit of 3.62 billion guilders 
fSi.86 billion} compared to 4 
billion guilders profit in 3992 
on 76.57 biilion guilders 
(S39.47 bilt ion) sales. 

Unilever said the job cuts 
would save 665 million guilders 
(5342 million) in annual costs 
by cutting its global work force 
to 294.0UG workers. 

The restructuring charges, 
which hadn't been expected by 
many analysis to be so large, 
affect most product lines in 
Europe. 

The charges were also taken 
for Unilever's major U.S. de- 
tergents activities. 


Kenya launches ‘coffee safari’ promotion 


NAIROBI (Rj — Kenya laun- 
ched a Charm offensive Sunday 
to market its mainstay coffee 
crop to 43 visiting world coffee 
buyers and professionals. 

Dubbed "Coffee safari to 
Kenya," the event is a prom- 
otional exercise designed to 
boost the confidence of ex- 
isting buyers in the East Afri- 
can country's product as well 
as attract new ones. 

The one-week safari will 
lake roasters' and traders from 
Europe, America and Asia 
round coffee farms and re- 
search, processing and milling 
centres. 

"The safari is designed as a 
study tour by buyers and coffee 


profession jIs so they can know 
the coffee ptodtic! at M .urcc 
Paul Kivila. public relation* 
manager at the Coffee Board 
of Kenya, told Reuters. 

“Over the scats, the l fd 
has ff.snd this :: v. ■•i:hv.r..!c 
undertaking. 1: com ri*s: lies ! » 
the overall development o: the 
global coffee trade hv enabling 
buy ei - in make ;'u.vn„s;ny .... 
eisiou* -.'if prattic.-: k,::. *•.- 
ledge of the producl." he ex- 
plained. 

At S225 million in 1**9 1-^2. 
coftee was Kenya's third main 
loreign exchange earner be- 
hind tourism ($4U0 million} 
and tea (S275 million). 

The lour comes at a time 




when ine coffee industry in 
Kenya rev in*m ’ouer- 
than-e\pec:sd production due 
to drought 

Industrv oificijls sa\ the) 

e .sr.-.t . inc c-_r:: 2a- ;> :r, 

otiLpe - . :: iff. ,ej. r *' :c.c.‘ 

dee to th:- a.ni a !.*ck 

ot Jt’.,:d.:Mt ■ii.-v.'.i.'de- and 


) • > -• L>i:> Sc pic rr. b- : 

\car ■*.- .? :• h • tonnes 

f r » .» :n bv Man 7 ''; . dl l M and 
tonnes estimated ear- 
lier The y.vM :r. The previous 
vear was tonnes. 

Traders on the coffee safari 
will be able to see at first hand 




the problems confronting 
Kenya's coffee sector. 

They will also see progress m 
coffee research when they tour 
the coffee research station and 
sec the MuJe-bv-iTrtce produc- 
tion of Ru:r: \l. which local 
scientists say i> .» high yielding 
variety resistant to ieaf iust anti 
other e:«.p 2 i 

The Trade's w:i‘. also ;i on :o 
ncignbouring Tar.car.ia and 
Uganda — both major coffee 
producer^. 

Officials say drought will cut 
Tanzania’s coffee output this 
year by !? per cent ro 49.075 
dow n from 59.42(1 tonnes pre- 
vious! v. 
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Crippled Arab 
fund seeks to 
recover arrears 

.ABU DHABI (AFP) — The Arab League’s main lending arm 
said Sunday it was Trying to recover large funds in arrears iha: 
have crippled its lending activity and forced it to shin to 
technical assistance. 

Iraq, Sudan and Somalia are rhe main debtors ro the Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF) and this has complicated the problem 
as the first member is still under U.N. embargo and ihe other 
two are battered by civil wars. 

Holding its first meeting under its new chairman. Jassim Al 
Manae, the AMF board discussed a report on arrears and 
financial activities, the Abu Dhabi-based institution said. 

■'The report showed the fund has succeeded in reducing the 
number of debtors to only three and it is still pursuing efforts 
to ease the problem and find suitable solutions." r. said. 

But the statement not specify how it would restore funds 
from the remaining debtors. 

Sources close to the AMF said Syria and Mauritania had 
apparently settled their dues but this had not eased the 
problem as the bulk of the arrears were owed by Ir^q. Sudan 
and Somalia. 

A recent AMF report put arrears at around S5"*4 million at 
the end of 1992, nearly 46 per cent of the AMP* paid up 
capita! of SI. 25 billion. In 1991. they stood a*. S52s - . million. 

Iraq has remained the bigest debtor, owing around S232 
million in 1992, according to AMF sources. Sudan’s dec*: is 
estimated at $220 million and Somalia's at more Than 5 ICO 
million. 

The debts included nearly S397 million in ouisiar.ding loans. 
S149 million in ourstanding interest and :r,e .-es: in sets res: on 
the principal loans, the sources said. 

The AMF was created in 1976 with the primary aim of 
supporting balance of pay men: deficits in member states 
through soft-term Loans. 

Arab oil-producing countries, mjinly in the Gu.'f. j;e the 
biggest subscribers to the AMF. 

But Gulf states have been reluctant to shore up the deficit 
caused by arrears as they have ihrir own aid programmes and 
are suffering from financial problems due to a de::me m oil 
price. 

The arrears problem has crippled the AMF s lending nelivity 
at a lime when most of its 22 members are in nee 2 of .v-Ii to 
finance economic reforms. 

In the past two years, the fund extended only two loans 
compared with an average six loans a yea: ben— eot 
Gulf war. 

To offset such a decline. 2 has boosted tecr. i . •» 

to encourage member sidles to press .:h=a,. • . . 

It has also created a S50u million fund :c f:^;*ug 

inter- Arab trade with .rcenvvl to increa-.e e..;. acr : 

ecor.cc tr.ic iniegr.'.t!os: 

Between 1989 artu ! " -2 AMF io-'. v.:., 

economic reforms soared i.a S3 per een: o: is io;..: :r.a;.* trrni 
less than 25 percent in the previous years. Most of the refer > 
loans went to Egypt, Algeria, Morocco, Yemen and Jordan 

The board’s statement" said total AMF loans had exceeded 
S2.3 billion, of which around $649 million were still owed by 
member states. 
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u.N. reports truce violations 
In Sarajevo and Mostar 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — The 
U.N! Sarajevo command said 
Sunday here had been cease- 
fire Vfoiaticms from mortar fire 
<n (he Bosnian capital by both 
Serb* and Muslim forces and 
warned that further breaches 
could be punished by air 
strifes. 

U.N. press officer French 
Coipnel Richard Pernod distri- 
buted a statement from "sector 
Sarajevo" saying there had 
beermat least one mortar ceas- 
efire violation" from the Bos- 
nian" side and “two mortar 
ceasefire violations’* from the 
Serbs. 

“Everyone has to be aware 
that a ceasefire break will lead 
to an air riposte asked by UN- 
PROFOR (U.N. Protection 
FoTce),” the statement 
w afn ed. 

Tfee statement did not give 
details but UNPROFOR press 
officer Dutch Major Rob 
Anrrink said radar installed, 
around Sarajevo to trace mor- 
tar-; fire had detected three 
shootings Saturday. 

The first at 3:30 a.m. (0230 
GMT) came from Bosnian 
positions in Zuc, north of the 
capital. 

The second at 9:45 a.m. 
(08*15 GMT) came from Serb 
portions west of Vogosca, 
wfifch is also north of Sarajevo. 

The third at 11:15 a.m. (1015 
GMT) came from west of Jab- 
lanica, which is southwest of 
Sarajevo. 

Maj. Annink said U.N. 


military observers dispatched 
to these sites had "found no 
guns or reports of detona- 
tions." 

He also said there had been 
“no reports of complaints” ab- 
out mortar fire from either the 
Serbs or Muslims. 

The six British-made Cym- 
beline radars deployed around 
Sarajevo are able to trace the 
origin of mortar fire within 
about 100 metres. 

The radars were deployed 
last week to monitor the 20- 
kilometres (11-miles) artillery 
exclusion zone NATO decreed 
around Sarajevo to end shell- 
ing between Serb forces be- 
sieging the city and the mainly 
Muslim Bosnians defending it. 

The report came after a 
U.N. spokesman said that 
shelling on the Muslim-held 
pan of Mostar, in southern 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, had 
broken a trace agreed between 
Bosnian army and Croat offi- 
cials for two days running. 

Eleven shells fell on the east- 
ern part of Mostar late Satur- 
day and two explosions were 
heard early Sunday in the same 
area. Colonel Antonio Castro 
of the UNPROFOR Spanish 
battalion said. 

The Mostar trace went into 
effect Friday at 1200 GMT. 

Col. Castro said an inves- 
tigation would have to be held 
to determine who was re- 
sponsible for the shelling. 

The Spanish battalion has its 
headquarters in Medjugorje, 


around 20 kilometres from 
Mostar. 

The city is divided between 
the Croat troops who hold the 
western part and have besieged 
for the past six months the 
Muslim-held eastern part 
where some 50,000 people are 
trapped. 

Meanwhile, Croatia faces 
further sanctions and economic 
isolation if it fails to cooperate 
in peace talks with Bosnian 
Muslims, a U.S. official says. 

“It is really a moment of 
choice for Croatia," the official 
said on condition of anony- 
mity. 

Bosnian and Croatian lead- 
ers began talks here Saturday, 
hoping to lay the foundation of 
a Bosnian confederation that 
will eventually include all the 
warring factions. 

The U.S. official said that if 
Croatian leaders join in a set- 
tlement they can well expea 
Western assistance “in recon- 
structing a land that has been 
devastated by war." 

But a lack of cooperation 
toward that goal could result in 
“isolation and further econo- 
mic sanctions," the official said 
and added: “I think they real- 
ise there are powerful reasons" 
to go along. 

Briefing reporters, the U.S. 
official said the purpose of the 
talks is to create a “bi-com- 
munal entity" in which Bos- 
nia's waning factions — Mus- 
lims, Croatians, and eventual- 
ly the Serbs — can live in 


peace. 

President Bill Clinton said 
he was optimistic about the 
talks. 

“I’m hoping so much that 
this latest effort in and around 
Sarajevo and the work that’s 
going on now... will eventually 
lead, shortly, to a peace," 
President Clinton said in a 
morning TV interview with 
CBS Sports. 

But the senior U.S. officials 
who are directing the flow of 
the talks at meeting rooms in 
the State Department sought 
to lower expectations, saying 
the divisions are wide and that 
impasses can be expected. 

Leaving the State Depart- 
ment after a day of talks. Croa- 
tian Foreign Minister Nate 
Granic described the negotia- 
tions as “serious," and said it is 
“impossible to tell now" if they 
will success. 

But when asked whether 
progress had been made, Mr. 
Granic replied, “some prog- 
ress, yes." He said the talks 
would continue Sunday. 

In a similar vein, Bosnian 
Prime Minister Haris Silajdzic 
said, “there is a good will and a 
desire on both sides to make 
progress.” 

“We hope we are on the 
right track,” he told reporters, 
adding that the American 
sponsors of the talks have been 
“very helpful.” 

Also at the talks was Kresi- 
mir Zubak, leader of Croats 
inside Bosnia. 


Mandela to meet Buthelezi in hopes 
of convincing him to contest elections 


JOSAK-LJBURG (AFP) — 
ANp Prt^ceat Nelson Man- 
dela? meets Zulu chief Man- 
gt^ntha Buthelezi Tuesday, 
atsira *o convince his mam 
political rival to contest 
vaatfa Africa’s first all-race 
and help bring peace 
£>• the country. 

Mr. Mandela was opti mi stic 
rjbbot Tuesday’s meeting de- 
spite the faflnre of die govern- 
ment to persuade Mr. 
Buthelezi and Zulu King good- 
will ZwelMmri to take part in 
tbfc poll in talks Saturday in 
UJundi. 

The private Radio 702 Sun- 
day reported Mr. Mandela as 
saving Saturday night in East 
London that there was still 
time for Mr. Buthelezi “to join 


the process." 

The meeting between the 
two leaders comes amid rising 
tensions between Mandela's 
African National Congress and 
Mr. Buthel ezi’s Inkatha Free- 
dom Party (IFP), which has its 
power base in the violence- 
torn southern province of Nat- 
al. 

The ANC was preparing 
Sunday to bold a mass funeral 
in Natal for 15 of its election 
workers, 12 of diem teenagers, 
who were massacred in then- 
sleep on Feb. 19 in a pro-dawn 
attain in Creighton. 

One day after the killing. 
Mamed on the OFF, six people, 
including a four-year-old boy, 
were murdered on their way to 
an IFP rally at Taylor’s Halt, 


near the Natal capital of 
Pietermaritzburg. 

Almost 2,000 people were 
killed in political violence in 
Natal last year, most of it 
blamed on die power struggle 
between IFP and ANC. 

Mfr. Buthelezi has pledged to 
boycott the April polls because 
he says die new constitution 
gives neither sovereignty to the 
Zulu king, nor enough regional 
powers to his Kwazuhi black 
homeland, which is sur- 
rounded by Natal province. 

The ANC, which is widely 
expected to win the election, 
wants a strong central govern- 
ment 

“We have not reached any 
solution," Mr. Buthelezi said 
after Saturday’s meeting. 


Sinn Fein’s Adams: no peace without talks 


TALLAGHT, Ireland (R) — 
3i(mFein, the political wing of 
thj_IRA, debated the Anglo- 
!nph peace initiative Sunday 
against a background of strong 
public support for an end to 
violence in Northern Ireland. 

Sinn Fein’s President Gerry 
Adams told die first day erf 
Sinn Fein's annual conference 
Saturday his party would shun 
Sjjrtatn and Ireland's appeals 
.'on endorse the plan until the 
London government clarified 
shfe.text. 


jHis views, which won a five- 
oijnute standing ovation, were 
likely to be amplified in less 
diplomatic language as Sinn 
Feiit delegates discussed the 
pdace declaration. 

)But an opinion poll for BBC 
Television and Ireland’s Sun- 
day Independent newspaper 
showed 94 per cent of people 
surveyed in Ireland, and 85 per 
cxjnt in Northern Ireland, be- 
lieved Sinn Fein and the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) 
should renounce violence. 


.The poll of 2,000 people also 
slfowed 76 per cent of those 
polled in Northern Ireland be- 


lieved Sinn Fein had been 
given enough time to issue 
their response to the peace 
overture. 

The Anglo-Irish plan offers 
Sion Fein a place at talks on 
Northern Ireland if tbe party 
gets the IRA to end its war 
against British rule in the pro- 
vince and accepts its principles. 

In Northern Ireland, police 
said several blazes broke out at 
shops early Sunday in an appa- 
rent firebomb blitz. 

No casualties were reported 
in the Gres at Glengozmley, 
Lisburn. Bangor and Dunmur- 
ry — all towns close to Belfast. 

Police had issued an alert 
Saturday against firebombs, 
which have often been used by 
the IRA in its guerrilla cam- 
paign. No one immediately 
claimed responsibility for the 
attacks. 

Mr. Adams Saturday urged 
a reluctant Britain to drop its 
take-ir or leave-it attitude to- 
wards the Downing Street De- 
claration aimed at ending a' 
25-year conflict. 

“There cannot be peace 
without dialogue." Mr. Adams 
told 400 delegates packed into 


a community centre in this 
bleak satellite town south of 
the Irish capital, Dublin. 

"There is no quick fix. A 
peace process has been set in 
train and our immediate and 
on-going task is to move, this 
forward." be said. 


Mr. Adams’ keynote address 
dashed any lingering hopes 
Britain and Ireland might have 
held of a conciliatory Sinn Fein 
stance towards the plan they 
launched on Dec. 15. 

“The British government’s 
attitude to peace proposals 
from Nationalist Irish has been 
despicable, devious and damn- 
able. 


“It has been marked by stall- 
ing tactics, refusals to engage 
meaningfully in the peace pro- 
cess, diversions, lies and petty 
manoeuvrings,” he declared. 

But Mr. Adams made plain 
that his party, the missing 
piece in a complex constitu- 
tional and political jigsaw, 
wanted a more radical peace 
initiative that would hasten the 
end of the partition of North- 
ern Ireland from the Irish Re- 
public. 


Texas cult members cleared of 
murder, convicted on lesser charges 


SAN ANTONIO, Texas (R) 
— - All 11 Branch Davidians 
wfere acquitted of murder- 
conspiracy charges Saturday 
stemming from the deaths of 
four federal agents during a 
raid on the cult’s Texas com- 
pound a year ago. 

■Five of the defendants were 
convicted of aiding and abet- 
ting voluntary manslaughter of 
federal agents, which carries a 
maximum sentence of 10 years. 
The murder-conspiracy charge 
haci carried mandatory life im- 
pri&nment. 

TJwo of the cult members 
were convicted of weapons 
charges, three were acquitted 
of counts and one was found 
guijty of a minor firearms 
violation which the judge ruled 
didmot apply fo her case so she 
wilt be freed as well. 

T*h e verdicts came almost 
exactly a year after the Feb. 
28.-1993 federal raid on the 
cult’s compound near Waco, 
Texas, which erupted in gun- 


fire that killed four Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms (ATF) agents and 
five cult members. 

A 51-day standoff ensued, 
ending April 19 when the com- 
pound was consumed by a fire 
in which cult leader David 
Koresh and more than 80 fol- 
lowers died. 

The jury deliberated 22 
hours over four days before 
reaching the verdict. A sen- 
tencing date has not yet been 
set. -• 

“There was no conspiracy. 
No murder. We win,” said 
John Carrol, whose client Re- 
nos Avraam, 29, of London, 
England was conviaed on the' 
lesser aiding and abetting 
voluntary manslaughter 
charge. “The government was 
wrong in this case, but the 
government wanted their 
vengeance. But the jury has 
spoken.” 

Chief U.S. Attorney Ray 
Jahn said prosecutors were 
pleased about getting seven of 


the 11 defendants conviaed of 
some charge, however. 

In Washington, ATF Direc- 
tor John Magaw praised the 
“courage, discipline and self 
sacrifice" of the agents, saying 
they had faced “the most terri- 
ble hail of gunfire and explo- 
sives ever directed against 
American law enforcement.” 


Defendants Give Doyle and 
Woodrow Kendrick wept as 
they walked outside the cour- 
troom, hugging relatives and 
friends, many of them fellow 
Branch Davidians. 

*Tm very happy to be free. 
It's somewhat of a hollow vic- 
tory, because a lot of our 
friends are no longer with us,” 
Mr. Doyle, 52, a native of 
Australia who became a U.S. 
citizen in 19SS, said. 


The prosecution had claimed 
the cult members built up an 
arsenal and ambushed the 
ATF agents. Defence attor- 
neys claimed their diems were 
forced to aa in self-defence. 


IAEA 

inspectors 
head for 
N. Korea 


VIENNA (AFP) — A team of 
inspeaors headed to North 
Korea Sunday to check on 
seven nudear sites that have 
been at the centre of a bitter 
controversy between Pyon- 
gyang and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA). 

The IAEA team of six in- 
speaors and a technician is 
expected to arrive in Pyon- 
gyang Tuesday to inspea the 
sites and to reactivate special 
surveillance cameras previous- 
ly installed there and no longer 
functioning, IAEA offidals 
said. 

The team, however, has not 
received permission to inspea 
two sites at Yongbyon where 
Western military experts be- 
lieve North Korea's suspected 
nudear weapons programme is 
based. 

Pyongyang categorically re- 
fuses to allow inspection of 
both these sites. 

The go-ahead on the other 
sites followed North Korea's 
acceptance, after talks over- 
night Friday with U.S. offidals 
in New York, that inspections 
could proceed from March 1. 

News of the breakthrough 
came after the IAEA gave 
North Korea until Monday to 
set a date for inspections. 


Yeltsin ponders next move after 
amnesty frees coup plotters 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s 
President Boris Yeltsin pon- 
dered his next move Sunday 
after the jailed ringleaders of 
October's hardline uprising 
were allowed to walk free . 
against his will. 

The Kremlin leader failed in 
a dumsy llth-hour attempt to 
block Saturday's release, 
under a sweeping parliamen- 
tary amnesty, of some of his 
most intractable political foes. 

They included his two fier- 
cest opponents — former Par- 
liament Chairman Ruslan 
Khasbulatov and former Vice- 
President Alexander Rutskoi 
— who had been held in Mos- 
cow's Lefortovo Prison since 
their arrest last Oaober after 
Yeltsin sent army tanks to blast 
Moscow’s White House where 
they were holding out. 

The move drew an angry 
response from the Yeltsin 
camp — and heavy hints of 
resolute action by the 63-year- 
old leader. 

“The deputies have abused 
the trust of the people and 
taken the side of state vil- 
lains," declared presidential 
spokesman Vyacheslav Kosti- 
kov, condemning the pardon 
approved by the newly-elerted 
State Duma (lower house). 

The president reserved the 
right to use his constitutional 
powers in a situation “inconsis- 
tent with the law,” Mr. Kosti- 
kov said in a statement pub- 
lished by the official ITAR- 
TASS news agency. 

Mr. Kostikov’s blast at par- 
liament had the ring of similar 
harsh rhetoric by Mr. Yeltsin 
against the old Supreme Soviet 
in the lead-up to the bloody 
October events. 

The amnesty virtually turned 
Mr. Yeltsin’s military victory 
last Oaober into a defeat and 
suggested that a power straggle 
with the new parliament, simi- 
lar to the one he had with the 
old legislature, lay ahead. 

But it was not immediately 
clear however what steps Mr. 
Yeltsin could, or would, take 
in tire face of the humiliation. 


Under the Yeltsin constitu- 
tion, he has no right to veto the 
amnesty decision initiated by 
the president’s nationalist and 
Communist opponents in the 
Duma. 

Action aimed at re-arresting 
Mr. Khasbulatov and Gen. 
Rutskoi would sit awkwardly 
with a bold plea he publicly 
made for national reconcilia- 
tion last Thursday. 

In a confused situation 
Saturday, Prosecutor-General 
Alexei Kazanik resigned, 
saying Mr. Yeltsin was leaning 
on him to suspend the amnesty 
illegally. TASS said Mr. Yelt- 
sin had asked Duma Speaker 
Ivan Rybkin to rethink the 
amnesty. 

The rebel leaders were vis- 
ibly changed, but not chas- 
tened, after four months be- 
hind bars. 

The slight, sallow-faced Rus- 
lan Khasbulatov, who led the 
old parliament disbanded by 
Mr. Yeltsin last September, 
stepped through the prison 
gates first, his cheeks sunken 
but bis eyes gleaming in 
triumph, crowds waving red 
flags greeted him with bear- 
hugs of comradeship. 

Then came Alexander Ruts- 
koi, the former vice-president 
who styled himself president 
during the revolt. 

Sporting a heavy beard he 
had grown in prison, he wore a 
Soviet Air Force general’s uni- 
form adorned with medals for 
war heroism in Afghanistan. 
But he looked in bad physical 
shape and staggered at one 
point. 

“I was with you to the end 
(in Oaober). Now the main 
thing is to maintain calm,” he 
told a crowd of supporters 
chanting: “Rutskoi, presi- 
dent.” 

Also released from Leforto- 
vo was retired General Albert 
Makashov, who organised pa- 
ramilitary forces in the White 
House and led an attack on 
Ostankino Television Centre. 

Officially, 147 people were 
killed in the October fighting 


in which aimy tanks hammered 
the White House to force the 
submission of rebel parlia- 
mentarians inside. . 

Ultra-nationalist Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky did not miss the 
opportunity to exploit the pub- 
licity surrounding their release, 
turning up outside Lefortovo 
to tell the crowd: “Well done, 
guys. It’s our day today.’* 

There was no immediate in- 
dication of what plans Gen 
Rutskoi and Mr. Khasbulatov 
had to return to political life. 

Both men command some 
support from anti- Yeltsin con- 
servatives. But the political 
landscape has changed since 
Oaober and neither man could 
lay claim to a power base in 
parliament which was eleaed 
in December while they were 
in jail. 

Gen. Rutskoi, a former air 
force general who was very 
popular before the Oaober 
events, could be a strong chal- 
lenger for the presidency 
against Mr. Yeltsin in 1996. 


Khasbulatov quits politics 

Mr. Khasbulatov said Sun- 
day he was retiring from poli- 
tics following his release from 
prison under an amnesty, In- 
terfax News Agency said. 

Mr. Khasbulatov, known for 
his abrupt changes of mood, 
told the agency he was “dis- 
gusted with modem politi- 
cians.’’ In a separate report, 
Interfax said Mr. Khasbulatov 
planned a trip to his native 
region of Chechnya which has 
declared independence from 
Russia. 

“Khasbulatov stated... that 
he is nor going to indulge in 
political activities,” Interfax 
said. 

Mr. Khasbulatov, a former 
economics professor, said he 
intended to sort out his papers, 
adding he finished writing a 
book showing “the full 
absurdity of Russian economic 
reforms” on Sept. 21, 1993, the 
day when Mr. Yeltsin dis- 
solved parliament. 



UNDERWATER DINNER: A Eurotunnel 
English technician looks at some of tbe 800 
dignitaries attending a unique underwater dinner 
held in the depths of the Channel tunnel. Eurotun- 
nel, the consortium which plans to open the tune! 
to the public later this year, laid on a banquet for 


selected offidals who played a key role in the 
tanners chequered construction history. Former 
British and French premiers Margaret Thatcher 
and Pierre Mauroy were among the dignitaries at 
the dinner Saturday (AFP photo) 


Worried NATO sends mission to woo Moscow 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — 
NATO, worried by Russia's 
increasingly hardline attacks 
on the West, is sending a mis- 
sion this week to persuade 
Moscow to sign up to the 
alliance's new “partnership for 
peace.” 

After two years of diploma- 
tic cooperation between Russia 
and the West, Moscow has 
cautioned against expanding 
NATO to take in Eastern 
European states and has 
opposed the threat of allied air 
strike in Bosnia. 

NATO diplomats say the 
alliance is deeply concerned 
that its plans to expand coop- 
eration with Russia, Europe's 
biggest military power, may 
run aground and tension could 
increase in the continent as a 
result. 

The centrepiece of the plan 
is meant to be “partnership for 
peace”, a scheme for closer 
military links offered by 
NATO to its former Warsaw 
Paa foes at an alliance summit 
last month. 

Many Eastern European 
states, also worried about the 
rise of extreme nationalism in 
Russia and the turn away from 
economic reforms there, see 
the plan as the first step to full 
membership of the 16-nation 
alliance. 

While these countries have 
rushed to join the scheme, 
Russia has not made clear 
whether it will do so. 

The U.S., British and Span- 
ish ambassadors to NATO will 
go to Moscow Monday, then to 
Kiev and Moldova, to explain 
the “partnership for peace” 
which does not contain offers 


of membership of the alliance 
op security guarantees. 

Tbe mission is the third frbm 
NATO to visit former Warsaw 
Paa members to explain how 
the partnership will work and 
alliance sources made it clear 
that the Moscow leg was re- 
garded as vitally important. 

“We are clearly at a very 
delicate stage of our relations 
with Russia,” one source said. 

“Our most urgent desire is 
that the Russians- participate in 
the partnership we are offer- 
ing. We have to work doubly 
hard to establish a new rela- 
tionship with Russia and we 
are going to focus on that in 
the coming weeks.” 

Since one of the main aims 
of “partnership for peace” was 
to include Russia in new Euro- 
pean security arrangements, 
Moscow's refusal to take part 
would seriously undermine its 
value. 

Tbe alliance is planning to 
hold joint peacekeeping exer- 
cises with some Eastern Euro- 
pean countries under the 
scheme, starting later this year. 

These will be small exercises 
but diplomats said they might 
upset Russia even more if they' 
took place in countries that 
were once Moscow’s satellites. 

NATO has to tread a fine 
line as it tries to persuade 
Russia that it should remain on 
the twin tracks of economic 
and democratic reform. 

The alliance says it alone will 
decide if and when to accept 
new members and it will not 
allow Russia to have a veto 
over its policy. 

At the same time, some 
allies are worried that if 


NATO takes too firm a line 
with Moscow, this will streng- 
then the hand of hardliners in 
tbe Russian parliament and 
military. 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin, who opposed the 
threat of NATO air strikes 
against Serbs besieging 
Sarajevo, returned to the 
attack on the question of ex- 
panding membership of 
NATO last week. 

“Russia is against widening 
NATO by admitting more 
countries of the European con- 
tinent without Russia,” he told 
parliament in a state of the 
nation address. “This is the 
path towards new threats for 
Europe and the world.” 

Meanwhile, U.S. Defence 
Secretary William Perry told 
members of Congress it is cru- 
cially important to U.S. 
national security that “we sus- 
tain a strong, vital, healthy 
NATO.” 

Having just returned from 
Italy where he and the defence 
ministers of France, Italy, the 
Netherlands and the United - 
Kingdom reviewed NATO 
contingency plans for air 
strikes in Bosnia, the secretary 
said it was inspirational to see 
how well the alliance worked 
together. 

Mr. Perry said the ministers 
were “relieved" that they did 
not have to call on their service 
members to fly coalition air- 
craft on bombing runs over 
Sarajevo. He also told the 
House Armed Services Com- 
mittee that tbe readiness of 
NATO forces for action in 
Bosnia provided a demons- 
trated “deterrent effect." 


But the operation is not over 
in Bosnia, the secretary noted, 
and NATO aircraft, including 
Dutch F-16s, British Jaguars 
and French Mirages, are stand- 
ing ready and “we still may 
need to call on them.” 

Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) 
Chairman General John Shali- 
kashvili, who accompanied the 
secretary before the House 
committee, said the United 
Nations now controls 350 
heavy weapons in Bosnia. 
With that many artillery guns 
and mortars out of circulation, 
he said, the mission in 
Sarajevo is apparently success- 
ful, but the JCS chairman 
warned that it is only the 
second day since United Na- 
tions officials determined that 
NATO’s ultimatum in 
Sarajevo was being enforced 
arid he said the situation could 
still "unhinge." 

The general also told com- 
mittee members that the stabil- 
ity and security of Europe “is 
inextricably tied" to the secur- 
ity of the United States. Eveiy 
time Europe and the United 
States have sought to go their 
own separate ways, Gen. Sha- 
Ukashvili said, they have paid 
a terrible price for it." 

Now, he said, “another half 
Europe" is looking to 
NATO to provide the same 
anchor of stability that it pro- 
dded to the West in building 
democratic institutions and 
fruitful economic systems. 
Central and Eastern European 
nations all want to join the 
alliance, be said, because they 
see it as a way to “mirror” 
what Western Europe has be- 
come. 


Smoking/No 
Smoking wins top 
French film award 


PARIS (AP) — Smoking/No J 
Smoking, a two-part film about', 
choices in life, took the award /• 
for best film and won in four - 
other categories in the annual,/ 
Cesar Film Awards announced/: 
Saturday night. Alain Resnais, 
won the Best Director Award I 
for the film, a series of p!ojs» 
played out by only two actors/i- 
in varying roles about the// 
choices people face in fife:?-. 
Pierre Arditi won the Best '- 
Aaor Cesar for his role in the./ 
film, while co-star Sabine Aze- 
ma was nominated for Best ' 
Actress. She lost out however 
to Juliette Binoche who won ^ 
for her role in Bleu (Blue), one 
of a trilogy about a woman 
who loses her husband and 
child in an accident: Smoking/ 
No Smoking also won the Best ' 
Screenplay and Best Decora- 
tion Cesars. Bleu won three - 
Cesars , including ' for ' Best ' 
Sound and Best Editing. The 
film, direaed by Krzysztof 
Kieslowski, is being followed - 
by Blanc (White) and Rouge 
(Red). The big disappointment 
of the night was Les Visitems, 
a wacky comedy about a 
medieval knight and his page 
who get transported to today's; 
world. Nominated in eight 
categories and the second-most 
popular French film of all time 
with 14 million box-office en- 
tries so far, it won only the 
Besr Supporting Actress 
Cesar, for comedienne Valerie 
Lemercier's dual performance 
as a court lady and her direa 
descendant several centuries 
later. Germinal, the latest epic 
starring Gerard Depardieu, 
who served as honorary presi- 
dent of the awards ceremony, 
reaped two Cesars for Bek. . 
Photography and Best Cos- 
tumes. Based on Emile Zola's 
novel, it is about the tough life ; 
of miners in northern France in 
the late 19th century. Two 
films that were hailed at last 
year's Cannes Film Festival 
also won Cesars: Jane Cam- 
pion's The Piano for Best 
Foreign Film, and Tran Anh - 
Hung's “Odeur De La Papaye 
Verte" (Odor Of Green 
Papaya) as Best First Work of 
Fiction. 


Crocodile mauls 
S. Africa gamfe 
park ranger 




JOHANNESBURG (R) — A ! 
South African game park ran- 
ger underwent emergency 
surgery Sunday after an. 
aggressive crocodile bit off part 
of his arm, state, radio said.' 
Ranger Chris Bakkes was 
attacked in a shallow dam in. 
Timbavati in Kruger National 
Park. He lost his left forearm 
and his right arm was badly 
mauled, the radio said. 


Bobbitt, girlfri end 
to settle in Vegas 


LONDON (AP) — John 
Wayne Bobbitt, whose severed 
penis was reattached last year, 
plans to settle in Las Vegas 
with his new girlfriend, die 
Sunday Mirror newspaper re- 
ported. “We’re getting mar- 
ried this summer and we’re not 
having sex until then,” Kristina 
Goulet was quoted as telling 
the London tabloid. The re- 1 
port was published the day 
before a Virginia judge de- 
cided whether to approve the 
release of Bobbitt's wife, Loie- 
na, who cut off his penis in 
June 1993 and was confined to 
a mental hospital after a jury 
acquitted her of malicious 
wounding last month on 
grounds of insanity. The news- 
paper devoted two full pages to 
an interview with Bobbitt, 26, 
and another one with Miss 
Goulet, 21, whom it described 
as “a would-be professional 
figure skater and part-time stu- 
dent who dreams of becoming 
a teacher of deaf children." 
They met, the newspaper said, 
at Las Vegas Airport earlier 
this month when he was there 
on a promotional tour to raise 
money for bis legal and medic- 
al bills. It said the couple plan- 
ned to set up house together iri 
Las Vegas next month. “Doc- 
tors say they're 100 per . cent 
certain I can father children.” 
Mr. Bobbitt was quoted as 
^ying. He had been to the 
hospital last month fora check- 
up and, “they say I will be 100 
per cent functioning in two 
years." The future Mrs. Bob- 
bitt said, “he’s so gentle and 
romantic and would never hurt 
anyone," according to the Sun- 
day Mirror. Lorena Bobbitt 
said he raped and beat her and 
emotionally abused her during 
their four-year-marriage. Bob- 
bin was acquitted in November 
of assaulting her. Their divorce . 
ts due June 23, a year ter the 
day she cut him, the newspaper: 
said. It quoted him as saying 
the judge would decide if she. 
was fit to be in society: “I think, 
not She is unstable." 
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* Beenhakker to get revenge for Saudi sacking 

St ^ <C* J AMSTERDAM (AFP) — Leo Beenhakker plans lo get his 
* ai ej£ori,_ a %il *: revenge for his sacking in Saudi Arabia by helping Holland’s 
World Cup campaign. The two countries are in the same 
qualifying group at the World Cup finals in America and 
Beenhakker is to put his birter experience in Saudi Arabia to 
use in helping national coach Dick Advocaat, Dutch press 
reports said. “I have got video cassettes and match reports on 
the Saudis,” he was quoted as saying on arrival back in 
Holland. Beenhakker was coach for barely three months. He 
claimed he -was sacked because he wanted the Asian qualifying 
group winners to train twice a day instead of three times a 
week. The Saudi federation would only say that his style “did 
not suit the Saudi players.” Jose Candido quit as coach in the 
middle of the Asian qualifying finals in Doha amidst allega- 
tions of heavy interference from Saudi federation officials. 
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Boxer bleeds to death following fight 

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — Amateur boxer Donne! Lindsey 
died of massive internal bleeding caused by a blow to the head 
in a boxing match, according to the Ramsey County medical 
examiner’s office, “There was massive bleeding. There was no 
underlying condition,” a medical examiner’s spokesman said 
Friday. Lindsey. 28, a 70.6-kilo junior middleweight from St. 
Paul, collapsed Feb. 13 after suffering a glancing blow to his 
protective headgear late in the third round of a regional' 
amateur championship bout. He was declared brain dead the 
next day and died the following day after a life support system 
was disconnected. A spokesman for U.S.A. Boxing, amateur 
boxing’s national governing body, has said the bout was in 
compliance with the organisation's rules. Lindsey, who had a 
9-1 record leading up to the Feb. 13 fight, worked for a metal 
fabrication company. He started fighting about two years ago 
after leasing the U.S. army and moving to St. Paul from 
Kentucky. 

Chinese deny they will apologise for 
protest 

HAMAR, Norway (R) — Chinese officials Saturday denied 
they were going to apologise for the incident in which one of 
their short track skaters stormed off the medal podium in 
protest at American Cathy Turner’s Olympic 500 metres 
victory. Chinese team leader Li Lan flatly denied an Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee (IOC) announcement that the 
squad would send a written apology for the incident involving 
silver medallist Zhang Yanmei. who was angry' Turner had not 
been disqualified for pushing. “No, no, no, that’s not correct. 
We are not going to apologise Li said. “I think someone 
should apologise to us.” Zhang refused to shake Turner’s hand 
on the podium Thursday and stalked off the moment the U.S. 
anthem had been played, throwing down her bouquet as she 
went. Zhang complained Turner had grabbed her skate and 
leg but the judges rejected her protest. 

Koss’ skates fetch $80,080 

LILLEHAMMER (R) — Norwegian triple gold medallist 
Johann Olav K oss's world record speed skates were auctioned 
for 600,000 crowns ($80,000) on television Saturday. The 
money will go to an Olympic charity. Nita Kapoor, spokes- 
woman for the Norwegian Charity Olympic Aid, said this took 
the total raised during the 16-day Lillehammer Games to 
nearly 17 million crowns (S2.3 million). The money will be 
split five ways between projects in Sarajevo, Eritrea, Guate- 
mala, Afghanistan and Lebanon. Koss has already donated a 
gold medal bonus of>33D,000 to the charity and urged 
Norway’s 4.3 million people to give ID crowns (SI. 3) each and 
every time the hosts 'won' a title. Norway have 10 golds 
already. 

Martin wins Welsh Classic title 

CARDIFF (R) — Australian Brett Martin recovered from a 
terrible start to beat British champion Peter Marshall 5-15 
17-15 15-6 15-12 in the final of the Welsh Classic late Saturday. 
The world number four from Brisbane lost the opening game 
in 10. minutes and was 9-4 down in the second following a 
string of unforced errors which presented point after point to 
the Englishman. When he finally found his touch, however. 
Martin proved unstoppable. He won six successive points to 
get back into the match and went on to destroy Marshall with a 
brilliant exhibition of squash. 

Net*s forward nets $30 million 

EAST RUTHERFORD, New Jersey (AFP) — New Jersey 
Nets’ forward Derrick Coleman failed to receive the $90 
million deal he was once offered. Coleman instead must settle 
for being the highest-paid player in the National Basketball 
Association (NBA). Coleman signed a four-year, S30 million 
deal with the Nets late Friday. At S7.5 million dollars a year, 
Coleman’s guaranteed salary breaks the mark set by Larry 
Johnson's 12-year, $84 million pact with Charlotte. 
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Opening lend: King of ♦ 

Bidding on Targe: by Dr. Gotk* 
Rcncnknmz and Alan Truscuil iDe- 
vyn Press, 292 pp. pepcrbucit S1 <l 9& 
plus SI JO postage and hardline 
tram The Bridge World. 39 W. 9*ih 
St., New York. N.Y. 10025} is a mu\t 
fur serious students of the garoe. 
This combined effort by one of thi- 
Mine's leading theoreticians and the 
bridge editor of The .Vest Yurt 
Tima is loaded with interesting 
ideas. Whether or not you chouse ru 


showed JO- 12 points and North's 
trtvr'ull was j tnnfrr tu bra ru. 
South's m<> nr- trump »u» uruficiaJ 
and forcin':, und North chusc to de- 
scribe j two -suilc-r with WYMI on 
diamonds W:lh any lead r.ihc-r than 
n iJuh. the slam would have Lrrla 
laydown 

West's lead of thr Will': "I dobs Set 
up o club inch while the up.- "f 
trump* was still outstanding, umi it 
might ms- in that the »Urn »ii* -.ur- 

go down "However, declarer rr- 
t'u-u-d in give up without a tight He 
sun the tint tn«,fc and immtdiau-Jv 
iihyrd ihftv r^-ends nf disunion- 
When Bart ruffed the last. South 
i.vermlfr-d Now come thrre rounds 
nt spade i. West ruffing low and 
dummy overraifing (Ohvroush- *« 
West niH»*d in with the nre of 
hearts, dummy's club loser siiild he 
discarded ) Thi* prurw was repeat- 
ed. A tf-p diamond was ruffed and 
o* emitted; the l-p apadr wlfrd 
and i.s emitted. 

"Hmrrvrr. xhi< l-ft the defenders 
with only one trump, the ace Dura 
my'e. final diarmud was led wxl de- 
clarer dbCurdeii his club fusrr. Tire 
defenders could tal«e otilv one trump 
tnck " 


Hawks send 76ers 
to 9th straight loss 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — 
Duane Ferrell led eight players 
in double figures with 21 points 
and Danny Manning had 10 
points and five rebounds in his 
Hawks' debut as Atlanta hand- 
ed the Philadelphia 76ers their 
ninth straight loss. 118-102 late 
Saturday. 

Stacey Augmon added 17 
points and Kevin Willis had 15 
for Atlanta. 

Clarence Wcatherspoon had 
25 points and 12 rebounds and 
Dana Banos scored 23 points 
for Philadelphia. 

In Portland, Clyde Drcxler 
scored 32 points including the 
go-ahead basket in a key 
fourth-quarter run as the Port- 
land Trail Blazers won their 
fifth straight game, 104-96 over 
the San Antonio Spurs. 

Portland trailed, 84-80 after 
three quarters, but took the 
lead for good when Drcxler 
started a 7-1 run with a dunk 
with 4:31 remaining, erasing an 
89-88 Spur* lead. 

San Antonio lost for just the 
second time in its last 16 
games. 

In Milwaukee, Blue Ed- 
wards and Vm Baker scored 21 
points apiece to help the Mil- 
waukee Bucks snap a losing 
streak at three games with a 
115-100 victory over the 
Washington Bullets. 

Don Mac Lean led Washing- 
ton with 30 points, but the 
Bullets dropped their sixth 
straight. 

In Chicago, Reggie Miller 
scored 21 points and Rik Smils 
added 19 points and 10 re- 
bounds as the Indiana Pacers 
snapped a losing streak in 
games against the Chicago' 
Bulls at nine with a 96-86 


victory. 

B.J. Armstrong and Scenic 
Pippen led Chicago with 15 
points apiece. 

Derrick McKcy and Dale 
Davis added 13 points each for 
Indiana. 

In Cleveland, Tyrone Hill 
tied a career-best with 24 
points and added 12 rebounds, 
and five other Cleveland play- 
ers also scored in double figure 
as the Cavaliers recorded their 
season-high sixth straight vic- 
tory, a 1 10-99 decision over the 
Dallas Mavericks. 

The loss was the fifth in 
Dallas’ last seven games. 

Bobby Phills and Chris Mills 
scared 15 points each for 
Cleveland. 

Randy White tied a season- 
high with 17 points for the 
Mavericks. 

In Detroit, Steve Smith and 
Grant Long scored 18 points 
apiece, including four each 
during a 13-2 fourth-quarter 
run that lilted the Miami Heat 
to a 105-100 comc-from-behind 
victory over the hapless De- 
troit Pistons. 

The Heat scored 11 siraight 
points to take a 98-92 lead with 
2:11 left. Glen Rice hit a long 
jumper to tie it. and Smith 
drove the lane and hit a seven- 
footer, giving Miami the lead 
for good, 94-92, with 3:58 left. 

!n Houston, Karl Malone 
had a game-high 28 points and 
Tyrone Corbin scored six 
points during a 16-4 fourth- 
quarter run that lifted the Utah 
Jazz to a 95-85 road victory 
over the Houston Rockets. 

Newly-acquired shooting 
guard Jeff Homacek had eight 
points, five rebounds and four 
assists in his Jazz debut. 


Graf reaches final 
of WTA Evert Cup 


INDIAN WELLS, California 
{AFP) — World number-one 
Steffi Graf is finding improve- 
ments in a game already near 
its peak. 

The German tennis star 
needed just 59 minutes to beat 
Croatia's rising teenage star 
Iva Majoli 6*4, 6-1 here Satur- 
day in the semifinals of the 
$400,000 WTA Even Cup. 

Graf compared her victory 
over Majoli to their previous 
meeting, when Graf won at last 
year’s French Open. 


“Now I am a more complete 
player,” Graf said. “I’m serv- 
ing better. My backhand is 
better. Last time, in Paris, she 
played well. This court is slow 
and it suits her better. She likes 
slower surfaces." 

The 1 6-ycar-oId Majoli 
broke Graf in the opening 
game of the match, but the 
German star answered in the 
sixth game, forcing a long re- 
turn on break point to even the 
match. 


Kerrigan, Harding 
help set network mark 


NEW YORK (AP) — Nancy 
Kerrigan and Tonya Harding 
helped produce the highest- 
rated Friday night for a net- 
work in U.S. television history. 

The women's figure skating 
finals on CBS got a preliminary 
national rating of 43.9, Nielsen 
Media Research said Saturday. 
That was 76 per cent above two 
years ago but 9.5 per cent 
below Wednesday night’s first 
round of the Kerrigan-Harding 


showdown. 

About 4.33 million fewer 
homes tuned in than did 
Wednesday, but the broadcast 
was still the second- highest 
rated night ever after the 
Olympics in the United States. 
Each rating point represents 
942,000 homes, 1 per cent of 
the television households in 
the United States. Kerrigan 
won the silver of the figure 
skating while Harding was 
eighth. 


Haddad 
appointed 
JBF head 

By Aleen B anna yan 

■Special to she Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Youth Abdullah Oweidat 
Sunday announced the 
appointment of five new mem- 
bers to the board of the Jordan 
Basketball Federation (JBF) 
after the resignation last week 
of most of its members. 

Former JBF President Awwad 
Haddad uill head the board. He 
succeeds Issam Amman who, 
along with seven other board mem- 
bers, Llm week presented a mass 
resignation to Dr. Owcidar. 

The JBF is made up of 2 1 mem- 
bers — 5 appointed by the minister 
and six elected members who rep- 
resent competing clubs. 

During the past week, three 
elected members withdrew their 
resignations Thus, the minister 
accepted the resignations of the 
five appointed and assigned a new 
chairman and four ethers. 

The speedy appointment comes 
as a great relief to clubs and 
players alike, insuring that sche- 
duled competitions of the upcom- 
ing season could now hopefully go 
ahead uninterrupted. 

The new board includes well- 
known faces in Jordan’s basketball 
arena. They are. in addiuon to 
Haddad: Ghalcb Balawi. Ali 
Bileisi, Majcd Mjalli and Mima 
Janho. 

Haddad last headed the JBF in 
Dec. 1992. Balawi is one of the top 
referees of the gjme and j former 
board member with Haddad. Bil- 
beisi and Mjalli also served on 
presious team at AI Onhodoxi 
club. 

"We hope that this new group 
will successfully lead the JBF in a 
manner which insures a strong 
comeback of basketball in the 
Kingdom r “ Haildad told the Jor- 
dan Times shortly after the minis- 
ter announced the new appoint- 
ment. 

Haddad seemed to be alluding to 
recent setbacks which hit the JBF 
especially after the national team's 
disappointing lUth place finish at 
the Asian championships in Jakar- 
ta a few months ago. 

Since then, an ongoing feud 
among JBF members especially 
between Amnuri and spokesman 
Fa’eq Abu Halimeh led to a dis- 
ruption of the board’s work with 
continuous interruptions and 
changes in policy and scheduled 
events. 

The latest row errupted after 
Amman sidestepped JBF regula- 
tions and allowed AI Hussein and 
Al Husun clubs to register their 
players after the original stipulated 
time assigned by the board. 

Halimeh seemed to have been 
fed up with the chairman's single- 
handed approach and after a regu- 
lar session last week the JBF 
announced a moss resignation of its 
members. 

Vice-President Samir Janakat 
had told the Jordan Times that 
“irreconcilable differences" had 
disrupted the JBPs work and that 
board members wished "to give 
the minister a fresh chance to 
appoint j new board that would 
hopefully better serve the game.” 


Lillehammer games end with 
Swedish first hockey gold 


LILLEHAMMER, Norway 
(AP) — Hie winter games 
ended Sunday with a thriller on 
ice. Sweden defeated Canada 
3-2 in a sudden-death shootout 
and captured its first-ever 
Olympic ice hockey gold med- 
al. 

Host Norway won the Olym- 
pic medals race, but the final 
day of competition belonged to 
the guests. 

The games rushed toward a 
festive dose with a last-ditch 
Austrian victory on the ski 
slopes, a German win in bobs- 
ledding 3Jid a long-sought gold 
in cross country for an honon- 
ary Scandinavian from 
Kazakhstan. 

With their hoard of 26 
Olympic medals, the hosts 
could afford to be gracious. 
They even cheered on the non- 
Norwegian sentimental 
favourite — Vladimir Smirnov 
of Kazakhstan — in the 50- 
kilomctre cross-country 
marathon even while he was 
denying Norway's Bjorn 
Dahiie a sixth career gold med- 
al. 

The hockey finale went into 
a sudden-death shoot out after 
regular play ended in a 2-2 tie, 
the lG-minuie overtime was 
scoreless and the besi-of-five 
shootout also ended in a 2-2 
tie. Sweden’s Peter Forsberg 
scored the decisive Swedish 
goal after each team had mis- 
sed its first sudden-death shot. 

The Canadians, looking for 
their first hockey gold in 42 
years, had to settle for silver. 

The hockey gold was one of 
the few bright spots in a dismal 
Olympics for the Swedes. They 
went home with only three 
medals while Norway, a coun- 
try with half the population 
had nearly nine times as many. 

While Swedish hockey play- 
ers hugged and pounded each 
other on the shoulders, Cana- 
dian team members cradled 
their heads in despair. 

The bronze medal was de- 
cided Saturday when the Rus- 
sians, successor to a dynasty 
that had won eight of the last 
10 Olympic golds, were shut 
out 4-0 by Finland. 

By winning gold and bronze 
in the bobsledding. Germany 
overtook Russia for second 
lace in the medal standings, 
e Russians, though, wound 
up with one more gold than the 
Norwegians and two more than 
the Germans. 

Norway's medals rush was 
all the more remarkable con- 
sidering its population of 4.3 
million. By comparison, there 
are ISO million Russians and 80 
million Germans. 

Thomas Stangassinger 
salved Austria’s wounded 
pride by winning the final 
Alpine event of the games — 


the men's slalom. But Italy’s 
Alberto “La Bomba” Toraba 
provided the drama. 

Tomba, who missed a gate 
and was disqualified in 
Wednesday’s giant slalom, 
lived up to his nickname Sun- 
day. The Italian “bomb” ex- 
ploded down the slopes of Haf- 
jell in a despa rate second run, 
falling just .15-hundredihs of a 
second short of becoming the 
first Alpine skier to win gold 
medals in three-straight Olym- 
pics. 

After the first run. Stangas- 
singer held a 1.84 second 
advantage over Tomba, whose 
J2ih place seemed to put him 
out of contention. Tomba’s 
sensational second run earned 
him a silver medal. Tombak 
won two golds at Calgary and a 
silver and gold at Albertville. 

“1 am moved, although 1 
should be used to these kinds 
of emotions,” Tomba said. “I 
still can't believe it.” 

Jure Kosir of Slovenia took 
bronze. 

Defending Champion 
Christian Jagge of Norway, 
who beat Tomba for gold in 
1992, managed only sixth. The 
other Norwegian threat, Kjetil 
Andre Aamodt, a triple medal- 
ist at these games, crashed on 
his second run. 

In the cross-country 
marathon, the 29-year-old 
Smirnov finally struck gold af- 
ter a discouraging suing of 
Olympic silvers — two in 1988 
and two here, both behind 
Dahiie. a double gold medalist 
here and triple gold winner at 
Albertville. 

Before the race, many 
Norwegians said they would be 
rooting for Dahlie’s Kazakh 
rival, who is admired here for 
his dignicy and his grace in 
defeat. The former Soviet 
skier, who now lives in 
Sweden, bested Finland’s Mika 
Myllyla by 1 minute. 21.6 


seconds in an elapsed time of 2 
hours, 7 minutes and 20.3 
seconds. Myllyla took silver 
and Norway's Sturt Sivenscn 
the bronze. Dahiie, who mis- . 
sed two days of practice in tbe 
past week because of & sore, 
throat, struggled to a fourth- 
place finish. 

“I felt very strong out 
there,” Smirnov said. 

Harald Czudaj, whose four-, 
man bobsled led by 12- 
hundredths of a second going 
into Sunday's final two runs,, 
held off a hard charge by 
Switzerland's Gustav Wedcr 
and ended up winning by 6- 
hundredths. 

Weder. fastest on both of 
Sunday’s runs, added a silver 
medal to the gold be won last 
week in the two-man race.' 

Wolfgang Hoppe, also of 
Germany, captured tbe 
bronze, his record 28th medal 
in international competition 
and 12th in the Olympics. He 
was .23 seconds behind the 
winner. 

Brian Shimer and his three- 
man crew were disqualified 
Sunday for wanning the run- 
ners of their bobsled. 

As at the Feb. 12 opening, 
bright sunlight greeted the fin- 
al day of the 17th winter 
games. But. by midday, clouds 
moved in to supply a symbolic 
closing curtain. Temperatures 
hovered near the zero F (minus 
18 c) mark. 

Despite occasional late 
buses an crowded, narrow 
roads, this town of 23,000 
proved the doubrers wrong. 
What the organisers provided 
in efficiency and eye-catching' 
venues, the Norwegians equal- 
led in unflagging enthusiasm. ; 

Tens of thousands of cheer-' 
ing Norwegians again lined the . 
slalom and cross-country . 
courses Sunday, turning the 
sidelines into a sea of waving 
Norwegian flags. 
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FINAL MEDALS TABLE 


Russia 

Gold 

11 

Saver 

8 

Bronze 

4 

Norway 

10 

il 

5 

Germany 

9 

7 

8 

Italy 

7 

5 

8 

VS. 

6 

S 

2 

South Korea 

4 

1 

1 

Canada 

3 

6 

4 

Switzerland 

3 

4 

2 

Austria 

2 

3 

4 

Swedes 

2 

1 

6 

Japan 

I 

2 

2 

Kazakhstan 

i 

2 

0 

Ukraine 

i 

0 

1 

Uzbekistan 

i 

0 

e 

Belarus 

0 


0 

Finland 

0 

1 

s 

France 

0 

I 

4 

Netherlands 

0 

I 

3 

China 

0 

1 

2 

Slovenia 

0 

9 

3 

Britain 

0 

0 

2 

Australia 

0 

0 

1 
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VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF 
FLATS , WITH OR WITHOUT 


FURNITURE. 


PLEASE CALL : JORDAN PROPERTY 
CONSULTANTS TEL : S298S2 / 829883 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms; fully 
equipped with modern furniture and kitchen with 
telephone. First floor with garden and park. 
Located close to Umm Authaina Shopping Centre.'. 

For more information please call 811019 


Agassi 
comeback 
looks strong 


SCOTTSDALE, Arizona 
(AFP) — Andre Agassi, re- 
covering from a four-month 
layoff after a wrist injury, has 
every reason to be happy with 
his comeback bid. 

The Dambouyam American 
looking fresh and confident, 
dropped only five games 
against Germany's Karsten 
Braasch to reach the final of 
the $315,750 ATP Arizona 
championships. He hasn’t 
dropped a set all week. 

His opponent will be either 
Malivai Washington of the Un- 
ited States or Brazil's experi- 
enced campaigner Luiz 
Manor. 

“Things have come along 
much quicker than 1 antici- 
pated," Agassi said after his 
latest win, "and I've been hap- 
py with the way I have hit the 


ARAMEX 

is looking for team players 
to join its 
COMMERCIAL 
SERVICES DEPT. 


min. 3-5 years exp. # Int*I Business 
pref U.S. Grad, Bus. Admin. 
Fluent English and Arabic 
Strong communication skills 
Flexible, energetic team player 

Our solid compensation package 
includes salary, incentives, medical 
and educational benefits. 

Please call 664590 for appointment: 
AMM Human Resources 
P.O. Box 3371 
Amman - Jordan 


***** 



JA9AL AMMAN 
THIRD CIRCLE. 
P03.-67B 
TEl. : 653859- 
rAX. 61 77 63 


the american language center 

IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS 
19 MARCH 1994 - 11 MAY 1994 SESSION 


- Adult, morning, afternoon and evening English courses 
Each course is 80 contact hours. 

General English Skills, Levels 1-6 

Preliminary TOEFL, Levels 5,6 

Business English, Level 6 

Advanced Academic skills 

Reading/Listening Level 8 

Placement Tests: 

New students should take a placement test on March 2. 
9:00 am to 11 :00 am; 1 2:00 am to 2:00 pm 


Please call 659-859 for more information. 
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Cinema 


Tel.: 634144 


PHILADELPHIA 


GHOST 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 8:30. 10:30 


Cinema Tel.: 69923S 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel . : 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

Nabil AI Mashlni Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

MISSION OF JUSTICE 

Shiiu*: i2-3u. Jim. V ?• 411 1,1 

eAbiCnon it* » 

CONCORD “T 

PASSENGER 57 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD *2’ 
Nowhere To Run 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30 
Arabic play “Hi America'' at 8 30 

Opening Soon 
A political comedy 

presents & play entitled: 

AI llm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan Al Sftaer, Fuad Shomaii 
in addition lo other comedians 

Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 

Nabil and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

AhlanArabSomnitt Cotrftraace 
(pi*y) 

daily at 9:15 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Sundays, Mondays 
and Tuesdays 


^v. 
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Jordan, Oman mediators 
draft Yemen peace plan 


SANAA (Agencies) — Milit- 
ary mediators from Jordan* 
and Oman drew up a five-point 
.plan on Sunday to halt clashes 
between northern and south- 
ern army units in Yemen, 
■where at least 20 people have 
'.been killed, officials said. 

They called on the opposing 
sides to ban new troop move- 
ments, return to their positions 
'before the dashes, free prison- 
ers and return the weapons 
-seized, dismantle checkpoints 
and halt the media campaign 
against each other. 

The mediators also laid 
down a timetable for the plan 
to be carried out, the offidals 
said, without giving details. 

A spokesman for the north- 
ern General People's Congress 
(GPC) charged Saturday that 
southern troops were prepar- 
ing to launch a major offensive 
to capture the strategic town of 
Qaataba. 

“The YSP (Yemen Sodalist 
Party) has massed troops and 
heavy weapons near the for- 
mer border," which divided 
Yemen before the north and 
south weTe united in May 1990, 
the spokesman said. 

. He charged that the YSP 
. “seeks to trigger a full-blown 
'war.” 

President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh's GPC — which ruled 
the former North Yemen — 
and Vice President Ali Salem 


Al Beidh’s YSP — which ruled 
the south — decided to share 
power upon unification, but 
they have not merged the 
armies. 

Mr. Saleh and Mr. Beidb 
have been locked in a political 
dispute since August, when 
Mr. Beidh refused to take up 
bis duties as vice president in 
the northern capital Sanaa, de- 
manding major economic, 
political and security reforms. 

A reconciliation agreement 
signed in Amman on Feb. 20 
has failed so far to end the 
crisis, and at least 20 soldiers 
have been killed since in 
clashes in the southern Abyan 
province. 

The French oil company 
Total has decided to suspend 
operations in Yemen for at 
least one year and recall its 
French employees mainly be- 
cause of security risks, sources 
said here Saturday. 

The military situation on the 
ground was never clear, with 
both sides accusing each other 
of massing troops and weapons 
and pushing the country to- 
wards all out war. 

Security sources reported a 
flare up of fighting near the 
town of Modia in the south on 
Saturday night. They said the 
dashes continued on Sunday 
moriiing but did not have other 
details. 


IN BRIEF 

UAE agrees on independent status for WAM 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
has approved a request from its offidal news agency WAM to 
become independent finandally while remaining the mouth- 
piece of the government, offidals said on Sunday. The federal 
cabinet drafting committee agreed to the request for finandal 
and administrative autonomy at a meeting Saturday night and 
would present a report to the cabinet for endorsement, said 
Justice Minister Abdullah Tariam, who heads the committee. 
“The decision provides full independence for WAM financial- 
-ly and administratively but it will continue to reflect govern- 
ment views in its reporting,” said WAM Director Issa Al 
Mazroui. who is assistant under-secretary at the Information 
Ministry. “The change will give WAM more flexibility in 
achieving its objectives and remove administrative and finan- 
cial obstacles that are blocking development of its services," 
he told AFP. WAM was established in 1976 as a news organ of 
die federal government and has been under the direct 
supervision of the Information and Culture Ministry. It 
currently has around ISO employees and its Arabic and 
English networks cover more than 70 countries. The English 
_servioe is broadcast through the U.S. News agency- United- 
Press Internationa] (UPI). 

Iran, Pakistan start naval exercises 

TEHRAN (R) — Iranian and Pakistani naval forces started 10 
days of joint exercises in the Indian Ocean on Sunday, Tehran 
Radio reported. The manoeuvres — codenamed “Zolfaqar" 
after the sword of the Prophet Mohammad’s son-in-law Ali — 
indude submarines and are Iran's first joint naval exercise 
with a foreign force since its 1979 Islamic revolution. “Naval 
units of both countries in four stages will practise air, surface, 
under surface and anti-air operations and will exchange 
modern techniques," the radio said. Iran's navy commander. 
Rear Admiral Ali Shamkhani, said last week that Iranian 
warships had sailed for Karachi to take part in the war games 
which include practising “joint submarine operations and 
sinking of vessels.” Pakistan's naval command will direct the 
exercise to be held in Pakistani waters. Iran has taken delivery 
of two or three diesel-powered Kilo-class submarines ordered 
from Russia at a cost of $600 million. The order alarmed Iran's 
Gulf Arab neighbours who are suspidous of its regional aims. 

Sudan stops doctors going abroad 

KHARTOUM (R) — Offidals in Sudan are preventing 
medical doctors from leaving the country, a Khartoum 
newspaper reported on Sunday. Al Sudani Al Doulia quoted 
j doctors as saying they were turned back from Khartoum 
airport and Suakin port on the Red Sea as they were about to 
leave by plane or ship. The Arabic daily, which is privately 
owned, said the doctors were not given any reason for the 
action except that they were told by the officials that “the 
country requires you people." Thousands of Sudanese doctors 
have left the country in the last few years to work abroad 
where they have a chance of a better life. Those who cross the 
Red Sea and work in Saudi Arabia can expect to make about 
100 times their salaries in Sudan. Al Sudani Al Doulia said the . 
doctors asked how they were expected to survive on a salary of 
6,000 Sudanese pounds or $17 every month. 

Pro-Israeli gunmen kill four 

MARJAYOUN, Lebanon (R) — Israeli-backed militiamen 
killed four pro-Iranian guerrillas who artacked them in South 
Lebanon on Sunday, security sources said. A wounded 
militiaman later died of bis wounds. South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia post on Suwaydah hill came under attack by 
guerrillas firing machineguns and anti-tank rockets, the 
sources said. SLA militiamen returned fire, killing four 
attackers, they added. One SLA militiaman was seriously 
wounded and flown to hospital in Isreal by helicopter. He later 
died of his wounds. SLA militiamen manning the post also 
shelled the outskirts of guerrilla-held Habboush and Arab 
Salim villages, wounding two civilians, the sources said. The 
pro-Iranian Faithful Resistance claimed responsibility for the 
attack but did not mention its casualties. The sources had 
earlier said Hizbollah claimed responsibility for the attack. 

30 Sri Lankans missing after air attack 

COLOMBO (R) — At least 30 people were missing after Sri 
Lankan planes attacked a convoy of boats crossing a lagoon in 
the Tamil rebel-controlled norrh on Saturday night, survivors 
said on Sunday. They said the convoy of about 70 boats, 
bringing civilians from the Jaffna Peninsula, was bombed and 
strafed by a ground attack aircraft and two helicopters halfway 
across the lagoon. Passengers who escaped said one boat was 
missing and another reached the mainland with only the 
boatman aboard. No casualty figures were given but each boat 
usually carries about 15 people. It was the first air attack on 
boats crossing the lagoon since Tamil rebels overran a military 
base last November that controlled the lagoon separating 
Jaffna from the mainland. Over 600 soldiers and sailors died or 
went missing in the raid, the military's worst defeat in the 
decade-long war. 


Diplomats say foreign oil 
companies in Yemen have 
made contingency plans in case 
the crisis worsens, starting with 
storing extra oil and gas and 
ending with shutting their 
offices. 

The YSP has been reinforc- 
ing the oil region of Shabwa. 
with tanks and missiles, oil 
sources in the region told Reu- 
ters in Dubai. 

Yemen’s economy, always 
weak, has been staggered by 
the growing tension. 

On the news of tbe peace 
pact, the rial bounced up from 
61 to the dollar on the free 
market to 55. When dashes 
broke out it plunged down to 
71 to the dollar and was back at 
61. 

Mr. Beidb appeared to be 
trying to mend bis links with 
Gulf Arab states, angered by 
Yemen's sympathy to Iraq dur- 
ing the Gulf crisis. 

He met Saudi Arabia's King 
Fahd and met Oman's Sultan 
Qaboos, which angered Mr. 
Saleh who saw the talks and 
visits by other YSP offidals to 
other Arab countries as chal- 
lenging his authority. 

U.S. ambassador Arther 
Hughes shuttled between 
Sanaa and Aden on Friday and 
Saturday talking to Mr. Saleh 
and Mr. Beidh in a bid to 
’ contain the situation, the radio 
added. 


7 killed in 
‘suspicious’ 
blaze at 
London 
cinema 

LONDON (AP) — A fire 
swept through a small, private 
.movie dub in East London 
Saturday evening, killing seven 
people, police said. 

Twenty-three casualties 
were taken to nearby hospitals 
and some with serious uijnries 
were taken to burn units in 
surrounding counties, the 
ambulance service said. 

Police Chief Superintendent 
—MidiaeHyC on noi said the firer 
was being investigated and “we 
are treating it as suspidous." 
One person died in the hospital 
and six were dead at the scene, 
he said. 

When the fire brigade ar- 
rived at the building in the 
' Smithfield Market area, four 
people jumped to safety and 
fire crews said they rescued 20. 

“When we arrived, there 
were people jumping from 
windows even though we were 
pitching ladders to them," a 
fire brigade spokesman said. 

People who lived nearby 
said the' theatre showed por- 
nographic films. Police did nor 
confirm this. 

Valerie Martin, a nearby re- 
sident, said she saw two young 
men laughing at the blaze and 
gave theiT descriptions to the 
police. 

"You do not laugh at a fire 
like this," she said. 

“There were people all over 
the floor and they were really 
badly burned — their skin, 
their heads, their arms. It was 
really horrible.” 

“The fire started and spread 
really quickly. It was horrific,” 
she said. “There were bodies 
all over the place and police 
and ambulancemen were 
trying to resuscitate tbem. 

"I saw 20 people being 
brought out through the win* 
dows on stretchers.” 

Tbe first, second and third 
floors were ablaze and flames 
were shooting out of the 
ground floor over the pave- 
ment when fire crews arrived, 
said Ken Emsley, one of the 
first at the scene. He said it was 
“the worst I have experienced 
in my 30 years in the service.” 

“All the floors and staircases 
were alight and the crews had 
to be protected by water jets.” 

At one point, about 20 peoe- 
ple were ail scrambling to get 
out on to a single turntable 
ladder, he said. 

Christopher Wood, a local 
resident said there were two 
cinemas in the building — one 
on the second floor and one on 
the third. He said it was a 
private club called the New 
City Cinema. 

“Gay films are usually 
shown on Wednesdays and 
Sundays," he said. “The clien- 
tele is usually split half and half 
— half are straight men and 
half are gay. 

Mr. O'Connor said the 
building, across from the old 
Smithfield wholesale meat 
market, had a cafe at ground 
level and the private movie 
club was upstairs, I 




A scene from Sunday's protest in Amman organised by Islamists, trade unions and leftist 
groups (photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 

Amman marchers assail peace 
process, demand Arafat’s ouster 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Nearly 4,000 
people marched through the 
heart of Amman Sunday re- 
jecting the 28-month-old 
Middle East peace process 
and calling for the downfall 
of Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat. 

The peaceful protest was 
called to express condemna- 
tion of Friday's massacre of 
more than 60 Palestinians by 
one or more Jewish settlers at 
the Ibrahimi Mosque in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank 
town of Hebron. 

But it turned to a highly 
politicised event to register 
what Islamist and leftist 
politicians as well as union 
leaders asserted was a popu- 
lar rejection of any negoti- 
ated peace with Israel. 

“No to peace, yes to holy 
war,” shouted the protesters, 
who began their march from 
the central bus station at 
Abdali and dispersed at the 
Hashemiyeh Square in down- 
town Amman after brief 
speeches by leaders of the 
Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
and leftist organisations as 
_well as heads of profe ssional _ 
associations. 

The speakers severely 
assailed Mr. Arafat and his 


peacemaking strategy with 
Israel and demanded that all 
Arab parties, including Jor- 
dan and the PLO, withdraw 
immediately from the peace 
talks. 

Police kept a tight watcb 
over the marchers, who in- 
cluded around 200 veiled 
women, but did not interfere. 
No violent incidents were re- 
ported. 

Banners wielded by the 
protesters, some of them 
masked and others holding 
aloft the Holy Koran, de- 
nounced the massacre and 
said: “No to surrender, no to 
negotiations,” Revenge, re- ‘ 
venge, revenge,” “armed 
struggle is our only choice," 
and “no for self-rule." 

The marchers condemned 
Mr. Arafat for accepting the 
Sept. 13 autonomy agree- 
ment with Israel and deman- 
ded that he be ousted from 
the chairmanship of the PLO. 

“Yes to the PLO, no to 
Arafat,” said the protesters. 

Addressing the PLO chair- 
man, they chanted: “Your 
day of judgement is coming.” 

It was the latest rally to be 
held in Amman following the 
Hebron massacre, and was 
higher in political intensity 
than any other demonstration 
held since Friday, save 
another hardline protest 
march held in the Beqaa 
camp Saturday. 


Earlier Sunday, a group of 
about 150 school students 
marched through the Jabal 
Hussein refugee camp to con- 
demn the mosque massacre 
and vowing revenge. 

The centrist Al Mustakbal 
party, led by Suleiman Arar, 
issued a statement on Sunday 
describing the Hebron kill- 
ings as “a Ramadan gift by 
the Zionists to the Muslim 
and Arab people." 

The massacre should serve 
as a reminder to those who 
are engaged in peace talks 
with Israel that “there cannot 
be peace and security in the 
region as the racist state 
(Israel) exists among them.” 

“Retribution in kind, not 
condemnation and state- 
ments, is the answer to this 
crime and other crimes com- 
mitted by the Zionists against 
the Palestinians and Arabs ... 
starting with (the 1948) Deir 
Yassin massacre and (the 
1982 killings at) Sabra and 
Shatilla and the (1968) burn- 
ing of A 1 Aqsa Mosque," said 
the statement. 

Jordan is observing a 
three-day national mourning 
that ends Tuesday for the 
victims of the massacre at the 
Ibrahimi Mosque and the 
government is also raising 
funds to help the families of 
those killed and wounded in 
the attack. 


Shbeilat wins presidency 
of engineers association 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Former Mem- 
ber of Parliament Laith 
Shbeilat won a resounding 
victory over incumbent Husni 
Abu Ghaida to secure the 
presidency of the Jordan En- 
gineers Association (JEA) 
which held its elections over 
the weekend, association 
officials announced Sunday. 

Mr. Sbbeilat’s victory, 
however, did not extend to 
the Green List, the associa- 
tion bloc that backed him in 
the direct elections of presi- 
dent and an executive com- 
mittee. The list did nor win a 
single seat in the committee. 

Mr. Shbeilat got 3,751 
votes while Mr. Abu Ghaida 
received 2,779 votes of the 
6,600 votes cast. 

Mr. Shbeilat's reentry into 
the pubic arena marks an 
almost unprecedented come- 
back for a politician who fell 
from grace. 

In 1989, Mr. Shbeilat was 
I elected to represent the Third 
District of Amman in Parlia- 
ment with a record number of 
votes. In Parliament he 
proved to be highly critical of 
most of- the policies of the 
governments of Mudar Bad- 
ran, Taher Al Masri and 
Sherif Zeid Ben Shaker. 

Mr. Shbeilat was found 
guilty of sedition against the 
state in 1992, after a long trial 
that was subject to much 
controversy. A royal pardon 
was issued for Mr. Shbeilat 
and thousands of other pris- 
oners days after he was pro- 
nounced guilty. Although he 
nominally returned to par- 
liamentary sessions he chose 
not to run for reelection in 
1993 claiming he had retired 
from politics. 

His entry into the race for 
JEA president, a post he held 
from 1988-1990, proved that 
Mr. Shbeilat has not written 
off his political ambitions. 

Sunday's election results 
dealt a severe blow to the 
Qreen List that backed Mr. 



Laith Shbeilat 

Shbeilat. who ran as an inde- 
pendent. Not one of the four 
candidates of the list won a 
seat on the nine-member 
council. 

With the exception of Mr. 
Abu Ghaida, all eight candi- 
dates on the White List, 
dominated by pro- 
establishment and Muslim 
Brotherhood trends, swept 
the council seats with an 
average margin of 1.000 
votes. 

Association observers re- 
marked the 1.000 votes, 
mostly of independent Islam- 
ists who usually vote White 
List, went to Mr. Shbeilat. 

The Green List's four 
candidates ran for the seats 
reserved for civil engineers, 
the only category which is 
allotted two seats on the 
council, ‘as well as electrical, 
mechanical and mining en- 
gineering. 

The number of votes cast 
amount to slightly more than 
50 per cent of the eligible 
voters — 12.000. But they 
ony represent some 22 per 
cent of Jordan's 30,000 reg- 
istered engineers. 

“There has been some 
apathy in paying dues and 
voting,” admitted election 
offidal Mansour Shamout. 


“But we got the highest turn- 
out in the association history. 
Our previous high had been 
in 1992 with 4,400 votes." 

Mr. Shbeilat's election 
seemed to contradict the 
choice made by the majority 
of the voters for the rest of 
the committee, but many 
observers see it as logical. 

"These are bad times for 
engineers and they don't 
want to antagonise the gov- 
ernment too much at this 
time with a rejection ist coun- 
ril,” said rivil engineer Samir 
Nashashibi. 

“But the rejectionaiy poli- 
tics that Shbeilat preaches is 
still close to the heart of ■ 
many Jordanians who. de- 
spite the bad economic situa- 
tion. still feel we should say 
no to the Western-imposed 
economic conditions on_the_ 
country, and that is why 
Shbeilat was elected,” said 
. another engineer. 

The decline of the Green 
List had been developing gra- 
dually since tbe group Tost 
control of the assodation's 
leadership and majority in 
1992 to the Whites. It was its 
first loss in three decades. 
But last November's failure 
of left-wing and pan-Arab as 
well as liberal candidates to 
reach the Lower House of 
Parliament appeared to be 
mirrored in the JEA elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Shbeilat and most of 
the Green List won the vast 
majority of the votes from 
engineers from Jordan's 
southern districts. 

Following are the members 
of the new JEA executive 
committee: Laith Shbeilat, 
(President), Azzam Huneidi, 
vice president, dvil engineers 
Bashir Jaghbir and Moham- 
mad Abu Affifi, electrical en- 
gineer Abdul Fattah Abu , 
Khayat, mechanical engineer 
Ahmad Keilani. mining en- 
gineer Mohammad Abu 
Taha, chemical engineer 
Jamal Abu Salem and 
architect Mohammad Akram 
Al Tal. 
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Hamas 

renews 

call to 

Fateh, 

warns 

delegates 

By Suhair Obeidat 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement (Hamas) 
Sunday renewed a call on the 
mainstream Fateh faction of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) to renounce 
the Middle East peace process 
and join hands to liberate 
Palestine through armed strug- 
gle. 

“We call upon our brothers 
in Fateh to join hands and 
escalate the intifada and holy' 
war against the enemy.” said 
an open letter signed, by 
Hamas. 

In a separate statement, the 
group, which is dominant in 
the occupied Gaza Strip, 
warned Palestinian negotiators 
to quit the peace talks or face 
unspecified consquences. 

Hamas is the largest 
religious-oriented group in the 
occupied territories challeng- 
ing the domination of the PLO 
and Fateh, which is led by 
Yasser Arafat, who is also 
chairman of the PLO. 

Hamas and Fateh, at two 
ends of political ideology, have 
been locked in a power strug- 
gle in elections to various 
Palestinian organisations and 
student unions in the occupied 
territories. 

“The (massacre in Hebron) | 
in which hundreds of our peo- 
ple died confirms the right- 
eousness of the resistance and 
armed struggle ... and exposes 
the Zionists' claims that they 
wish to live with our people in 
peace,” said the statement. 

In its open letter, a copy of 
which was made available to 
the Jordan Times. Hamas 
urged “our brothers in Fateh 
... to respond to this brotherly 
and national call ... to abort 
the surrendering scheme led by 
the Osio men.” 

Hamas, while vowing to 
wreck the autonomy accord 
through escalated attacks 
against Israeli targets, 
appeared to drop its earlier 
stand that it would not take up 
arms against fellow Palesti- 
nians. 

In its message addressed to 
the Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories, Hamas 
threatened Palestinian nego- 
tiators with attacks if they do 
not withdraw from negotia- 
tions with Israel. 

“We demand that the Oslo 
team announce their immedi- 
ate, withdrawal from the nego- 
tiations with Israel ... we will 
not allow a handful of us 
(Palestinians) to continue 
negotiations with those 
murderers at the expense of 
the Palestinian people,” said 
the letter. 

The letter also called on the 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories to observe a three- 
day general strike, escalate the 
intifada and carry out revenge 
attacks against Israeli soldiers 
and settlers and engage in 
fights with them. 

“We call on our people to 
avenge the killing of our mar- 
tyrs and consider the occupa- 
tion troops and settlers as 
permanent targets wherever 
they may be,” read the letter. 

The letter also called for 
demonstrations and marches 
throughout the occupied terri- 
tories. 

It also called on the people 
of Hebron to protect the Ibra- 
himi mosque and continue ■ 
praying in it. 

Saleh Ra’fot, of the Demo- 
cratic From for the Liberation 
of Palestine (DFLP) Sunday 
urged the PLO to freeze its 
negotiations with Israel. He 
also called on Mr. Arafat not 
to respond to U.S. President 
Bill Clinton's call for a summit 
with Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin in Washington. 

Reports of such an invitation 
by Mr. Clinton were Saturday 
denied by a spokesman for Mr. 
Rabin, who said that the only 
invitation out of Washington 
was to lower-level peace nego- 
tiators to resume the talks. But 
other sources confirmed the 
invitation. 

Mr. Ra'fat also called for the 
protection of the Palestinians 
in the occupied territories, the 
dismantling of settlements and 
the disarming of Jewish set- 
tlers. 

Suleiman Al Najjab, mem- 
ber of the PLO Executive 
Committee, called for the sus- 
pension of the peace negotia- 
tions with Israel for the time 
being until they are preceded 
with conditions that are in line 
with international legitimacy. 


Clinton coy 
on streaker 


WASHINGTON (AFty _ 
The smile said it alL President 
Bill Clinton refused to 
when reporters wanted rt 0 
know if he saw a streaker*^ 
on his way back to the WfoV 
House after a round of golf. 
The man was wearing only a 
stocking cap and running 
shoes, drawing the attention of 
Secret Service agents. Mr 
Clinton declined to answer a 
reporter’s query, but be; did 
smile extra wide. 

Princess Anne 
in Eritrea — 

NAIROBI (AFP) — Britain's 
Princess Anne arrived in Erit- 
rea for a three-day official 
visit, Eritrean Radio reamed 
in a broadcast mo ni torchere 
Sunday. The radio sai^the 
princess was met at Asmara 
International Airport byi&rit- 
rean Foreign Minister Moham- 
mad Sharifo. 

U.K. soldier 
compensated after 
court martial 

LONDON (AFP) — A former 
British soldier. who served in 
Britain's war to recapture the 
Falkland Islands from Argenti- 
na in 1982 has been awarded 
£100,000 from the Defence 
Ministry # in an out-of-court 
settlement of his claim that he 
was unjustly court-martialed,' 
his lawyer said Saturday. Alex- 
■ ander Findlay, 32 J _is^ill suf- 
fering posFfraumatic stress af- 
ter fighting in the campaign 
with the Scots Guards, his 
lawyer John MacKenzie said. 
Mr. Findlay went beserk in an 
army barracks in Londonderry 
in 1990 during his second tour 
in Northern Ireland, threaten- 
ing to shoot anyone who came 
near him. He was court-mar- 
tialed, sentenced to two years 
in a military prison and 
cashiered a few months before 
he reached 12 years of service, 
vy$iich would have entitled hp . 
to., a pension. But his lawyer 
argued that his behaviour was 
linked to his psychological 
state, and that the army should 
have sent him for treatment 
rather than punishment, Mr. 
Findlay saw several of bis 
friends die in a mortar attack in 
the Falkland*, and had toper- 
form an ..emergency 
tracheotomy with his bayonet 
on a soldier who was choking 
to death. 

'Thatcher 
auctioned gifts’ 

LONDON (AFP) — Former 
Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher held auctions each 
year at which she sold some of 
the gifts given her by foreign 
visitors, the Sunday Times re- 
ported. “Margaret Thatcher 
held secret annual auctions at 
Downing Street of some of the 
gifts given to her by foreign 
dignitaries when she was prime 
minister,” the paper said. 
“Bids were accepted from staff 
at Number 10 for trinkets and 
pieces of China,” the paper 
said, adding that proceeds of 
the sale "went to charity” and 
“those involved were under 
strict instructions to keep the 
auctions secret." Ten days ago, * 
the magazine Taller reported 
that Lady Thatcher had com- 
plained that Norma Major, 
wife of Prime Minister John 
Major had worn her favourite 
diamond necklace from the 
Downing Street collection. 
Tatler said Mr. Major had 
agreed to let his wife wear the 
jewels. 

Smokers have 
worse shoulder 
injuries 

NEW ORLEANS. La. (R) 
— Shoulder injuries are worse 
for smokers than for non- 
smokers, and those who light 
up have more pain and less 
successful surgery, a report re- 
leased Sunday stated. Dr. Wil- 
liam Mallou , in a study of 57 
surgery patients that was pre- 
sented at the American 
Academy of Orthopaedic 
Surgeons annual meeting, said 
rotator cuff tears in smokers 
are almost twice-as .Jacge^as 
those in nonsmokers. The rota- 
tor cuff, which provider shoul- 
der motion and stability; /con- 
sists of four musdes that rein- 
force the structure around the 
shoulder joint. Rotator cuff 
tears can be caused by repeti- 
tive overhead activity, a fall on 
an outstretched arm, or a vio- 
lent pull to the arm. Symptoms 
include night pain, paia deep 
within the shoulder and gra- 
dual loss of strength- 




